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Hello Poplar Ridge Church Family! 
 

“I thank God, who I serve, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers… 
I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.” -2 Timothy 1:3-4 

 
Do you feel like you are wandering in the wilderness? If you are like me, you have this strange feeling 
that things are just not “settled.” Things are not normal and I do not like it! When will the economy re-
open? Is there a vaccine on the way? When can we come back to church?! So many questions!  
 
Remember, God forms His people in the wilderness. In times of uncertainty, we are more apt to turn 
our heart to God and seek His comfort. When things are normal and all is at rest, we can become 
apathetic. Stress and strain compel us to call on God. If you are feeling uneasy, know that God is 
shaping and molding you in the wilderness for His purposes.  
 

“He found him in a desert land 
And in the wasteland, a howling wilderness; 

He encircled him, He instructed him, 
He kept him as the apple of His eye.” 

        -Deuteronomy 32:10 
 
A few things for your consideration this week:  
 
QUESTIONNAIRE. Enclosed in this week’s mailing is the 2020 Poplar Ridge Values Questionnaire. 
You may have received the questionnaire by email too. You only need to complete one (paper or 
email!). Please take a few moments to complete and return by May 18th. Your input will be very 
helpful to the Elders as we discern God’s leading for Poplar Ridge in the months and years to come!  
 
RE-OPENING PLAN. We are monitoring the re-opening plans from the governor and our local 
officials. When we start having in-person meetings again, it looks like we will have smaller gatherings 
with strict guidelines for social distancing. We’re not sure what this will look like, but we will make 
necessary adjustments. We will communicate our plans and guidelines as soon as possible!  
 
LOCAL OUTREACH. Poplar Ridge continues to reach out to our community with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ! Every Thursday night we offer hot meals in to-go plates for folks to drive up and enjoy at 
home. The local food pantry ministry has several new requests as the shutdown affects many in our 
Hillsville community.  
 
YOUTH & CHILDREN MINISTRIES. Tim and Mandy have done a great job throughout the shutdown! 
They are offering plenty of resources for families, and Tim is hosting video meetings with the Junior & 
Senior Youth groups. 



OFFERING. I’m so proud of the way we have kept up our giving! We know God is faithful and He will 
provide for us. During the hiatus from in-person gatherings, we will continue to send envelopes and 
encourage online giving. Thank you for your faithfulness!  
 
“Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, 
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” -Romans 12:10-13 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave Mercadante  


