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the poplar leaf
GOD IN THE RURAL PLACES
By Pastor Dave Mercadante

It is easy to see why people gravitate towards city life. There is a
constant buzz within the hustle and bustle. A city has tall, grand
buildings with amenities at every corner. The convenience of city
life is certainly appealing. But God is just as present in the rural
places as the city. In fact, scripture reveals how God tends to meet,
test and form His people in the wilderness.
A few examples abound...
God set the first people, Adam and Eve, in a beautiful and lush
garden. Anyone who has stood at the foot of an Indiana cornfield or
walked through the Uwharrie Forest knows why God chose to place
humanity in a garden and not a city. Gardens are quiet, beautiful
and restful. You can see the work of God (literally) growing around
you. There is peace in a garden. It's why Jesus used agricultural
analogies so often in His parables. There is a natural sense of
wonder and shalom being surrounded by wilderness. Eden was a
garden paradise and a foreshadowing of a God who, as scripture
reveals, tends to do His most formative work in the serenity of a
wilderness and not in the hub-bub of a city.
Contrast that with city life, with it's constant noise and clatter.
More often than not the cities depicted in scripture become
synonymous with sin: Babel, Sodom, Gomorrah, Babylon and Rome,
just to name a few. Opportunities for sin abound in the density of
city life. A Biblical city tends to become a character of its own, and
usually as a villain.

NO GREATER LOVE
"But God showed His great

for us by sending

Christ to die for us while we were still sinners ."
Romans 5:8

When God's people were exiled in Babylon,
they were cautioned to resist the temptations of that city's culture. It is easy to meld
into the city and become an homogenous
drop in an urban bucket. The early Christians
were persecuted in their respective cities
because of their refusal to mold into the
norms of city life. Most cannot resist the
temptation to blend into the city. In the
wilderness, we stand exposed before God
with nowhere to hide. The city helps us
disappear.
The Old Testament shows us that God tends
to reveal Himself in the wilderness. Moses
met the burning bush in the countryside, not
the city center. Naomi and Ruth were
bringing in the sheathes on a rural farm when
God providentially directed their lives. David
slew the giant in a valley. Elijah heard God
whisper from inside a cave. Of course, the
Bible tells us of palace intrigue and political
yammering from national capitals. Plenty of
divine stuff happens in cities, but God often
meets with His people in the rural areas.
This theme carries on in the New Testament
as well with God's greatest revelation: Jesus
Christ. The announcement of our Savior was
made to the lowliest of rural workers, the
shepherds tending their sheep. Mary and
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Joseph were not city-folk, hailing from the bumpkin town of
Nazareth. "Can anything good come from Nazareth?" people asked
as a pejorative because the town was so minuscule. It was a
bumpkin town, a blip on the radar and far removed from the
refinement of the capital city in southern Israel.
Jesus did most of His work in rural areas and small towns. He
preached in locations with such small populations, the gospel
writers usually did not even record their names. He simply went
from town to town preaching the good news. He fed 5,000
outside city limits and preached His greatest sermon on a
mountainside. By living, preaching and ministering among the
rural populations, Jesus was empathizing with the majority of
people in human history. Cities have the glamour and get the
attention. But the vast majority of people who have ever lived
have done so outside of a metropolis. Despite the headlines,
most of the world hails from small towns. The course of human
history tells us we are much more likely to be born in Trinity, not
New York.
Jesus would eventually come to the great city of His day,
Jerusalem. Before entering, He would pronounce a prophetic
judgment and chastise the spiritual leaders of the city. The
Upper Room is the only scene inside Jerusalem that is not
contentious. Inside the city, Jesus finds the Temple had become
a "den of thieves." He would later endure an unjust arrest, a
kangaroo court and a sentencing by an angry mob. The same city
dwellers who praise His arrival would shout "crucify" a few days
later. Again, the city has a tendency to lead people to follow
however the winds are blowing.
The two greatest acts in redemptive history would occur outside
the city: the crucifixion and resurrection.
Jesus was crucified outside the city. The theological imagery is
rich. Jesus is the scapegoat, who takes sin upon Himself and goes
outside the city. The Law was given on Mount Sinai, grace was
found on Mount Calvary.
I like to think the crucifixion took place outside the city, in part,
so that God could empathize with the masses of people who
have suffered untold pain in the wilderness of history. God is
with those who are in the wilderness. He suffers with those
outside the city walls. He is in the small towns and trailer parks.
He knows the suffering of the opioid crisis and domestic
violence. God suffered outside the city and "offered up prayers
and petitions with fervent cries and tears" on behalf of those who
suffer in rural areas.
Likewise, the resurrection took place outside the city too. The
injustice that crucified Jesus wanted to get their stain as far
away as possible. So they put Him in a borrowed tomb outside
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the city limits. But on the third day, as we sing
on Easter morning: "Up from the grave He arose,
with a mighty triumph o'er His foes!!!" Could the
resurrection be a sign of hope to rural folks?
After all, the greatest act of God was not
witnessed in a crowded city. Rather, the first
witnesses were sullen women who had taken a
long, quiet early-morning walk to anoint the
Body. Again, I like to think this image would be
encouraging to rural folks who assume
everything worthwhile happens in a big city.
But our Salvation died and rose far from the
city lights.
Poplar Ridge Friends may be several miles from
a city, but so what?! God is just as present in
these hills as He is in a city center. Our church
does not sit under skyscrapers or at a crowded
intersection, but perhaps our rural location is a
blessing. It is here, beyond the crowd and noise,
that we can know God in an intimate way.
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SCOUT SUNDAY
February 11, 2018 | 11:00 am
BSA Troop 72, along with Pack 72 and Venture Crew, will be joining us
for our 11am worship service on February 11th to celebrate Scout
Sunday. (Robert Wright, Scoutmaster, will be speaking at our 8:30 am
service.)

SOUP & SANDWICH FUNDRAISER!!
The Scouts will be hosting a soup & sandwich fundraiser on Feb. 11th
starting at 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall to accommodate both the
8:30 and 11am services. Early service attendees are encouraged to
come after Sunday School. Please join us in supporting these young men!

STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP
FOR MINISTRY & MISSION

Do you feel called to a leadership position at Poplar Ridge?
It may be leadership in a Sunday School class, over a program
or outreach ministry, or some other facet of the church. This
course, led by Pastor Dave, will further equip our leaders and
potential leaders to do the work God is calling them to do!
If interested, please join us on the 3rd Sunday of each month at
4:00 pm in the Share & Care classroom.

It's no
t too la
to jump te
in!
A 12-week "Run for God" class is being offered at Poplar Ridge
on Sunday nights JANUARY 21 - APRIL 21 from 5:00-7pm.
The class includes a time of prayer and devotion, a running
lesson, and then a group training walk/jog/run. All fitness
levels are welcome! If you're already a seasoned runner, it can
help you take your faith and fitness to new levels!
Questions? Contact Keith Gardiner (Instructor) at 336-8801935 or chefgcec@gmail.com.

JOB POSTING

CHURCH MINIS
TRIES
COORDINATO
R
(P ar t Ti m e - 8

ho ur s pe r w ee

k)

Go to prfriends.or
g and click
on the "Who We
Are" tab for
job description an
d application
details!

RESUME
DEADLINE:
MARCH 6, 2018
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February Birthdays

March Birthdays

February 2
February 3
February 4

March 3
March 5

February 6
February 7
February 9
February 10
February 11
February 12
February 13

February 14
February 15
February 16
February 17

February 22
February 24
February 26
February 27
February 28

Cory Bentley
Elaine Price
Kirstin Jones
Emma Luckey
Jake Whitaker
Cathy Way
Vivian Thomas
Seth Strickland
Mark Culler
Isabella McDaniel
Ashley Albertson
Jerry Neal II
Katie Albertson
Randy Crouse
Timmy Moser
Carmen Nelson
Brandon Albertson
Nancy Longuillo
Meredith Partin
Gabe Partin
De Christensen
Cathy Crouse
Susan Frazier
Litchard Hurley
Jon Lowe
Cathy Stevens
Allen Howard
Kaylen Nance
Tim Vestal
Connie Whitaker

March 6
March 7
March 9
March 10
March 12
March 14
March 15
March 18
March 19
March 20

March 21
March 23
March 24
March 25
March 26
March 27
March 29
March 31

Angela Jacobs
Ben Proctor
Jacob Wright
Jim Morgan
Alyson Clifton
Nina Lynn Watts
Wayne Koonts
Alec Neal
Steve Harrison
Rosalyn Pledger
Fern Brown
Aaron Lomax
Cathy Dorsett
Josh Frazier
Dave Mercadante
Janice Morgan
Joy Hedgecock
Kay Bartlett
Wayne Monroe
Brian Nance
Matthew Clifton
Miriam Moon
Sherry Nance
Melissa Partin
Tyler Hartley
Jessica Todd
Adam Harb
Sherry Vann
Christian Allen
Eric Pledger
Kari Allen

February Anniversaries

March Anniversaries

February 1
February 6
February 13
February 15
February 16
February 21

March 10
March 12
March 16
March 20
March 31

Allen & Linda Douglas
Tommy & Elaine Price
Mark & Tammy Culler
Wesley & Sherry Vann
Walter & Pam Marshall
Steve & Susan Harrison

George & Lois Sumner
Bill & Vermell Hurley
Jim & Joy Sparks
Gary & Jo Proctor
Harold & Susie Monroe

Spring

Forward!

daylight savings time
BEGINS MARCH 11, 2018

SENIOR FRIENDS
THURSDAY,
MARCH 22nd
6:15 pm in the
Fellowship Hall
All senior adults are welcome to
join us for our first meeting of
2018 with a special program,
food and fellowship!

A
sweet friendship
refreshes the soul.

Proverbs 27:9

EASTER
EGG
HUNT
& PICNIC LUNCH
Palm Sunday, March 25th
12:00 noon
date!
e
h
t
e
Sav
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FUN with the Junior & Senior Youth!
T I M E S

Senior Youth Ski Trip

Goodbye "old" van!
van!
Hello "NEW"

Junior Youth bowling and
visiting @ GrayBrier
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Junior Youth |Senior Youth
4TH-6TH GRADE

7TH-12TH GRADE

Watch for all the exciting details
about our next
events!!!

Contact Us.
Poplar Ridge Friends Meeting
3673 Hoover Hill Road
Trinity, NC 27370
Church Office: 336-861-5026

SENIOR YOUTH | MAR 4 | 3-7 PM
JUNIOR YOUTH | MAR 18 | 3-7 PM
Join us for our regular meetings on Sunday nights from
5:30-7:00 pm in the FEC. Your friends are welcome!

AFCM Young Friends Event
6TH - 12TH GRADE

!
n
o
o
s
g
in
m
o
c
o
f
in

March 16th - 17th (Fri-Sat)

SAVE THE DATE

OFFICE HOURS.
Mon-Thurs: 8am - 4:30 pm
Friday: 8:00 am - 2:30 pm
EMAIL.
poplarridge@prfriends.org
WEBSITE.
prfriends.org
SERVICE SCHEDULE.
8:30 am - Traditional Worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11 am - Contemporary Worship
MINISTRY STAFF.
Senior Pastor:
DAVE MERCADANTE
336-259-5900
dave@prfriends.org
Youth & Family Pastor:
TIM VESTAL
336-847-2752
tim@prfriends.org

Join us for worship at 8:30 am or 11:00 am

Children's Pastor:
LESLIE LOMAX
336-706-0485
leslie@prfriends.org

Quaker Men BBQ - April 7

Administrative Assistant
PAULA ALLEN
336-301-2605
paula@prfriends.org

Easter Sunday, April 1

11:00 am - 7:00 pm | Eat in or Take out

Find us on
Facebook

"Church Family Fun Day" - April 29
3:00 - 7:00 pm | Held @ Poplar Ridge

> Poplar Ridge Friends Meeting
> Poplar Ridge Friends Children's
Ministry
> Poplar Ridge Friends Celebrate
Recovery

