
THE POPLAR LEAF
A  BI-MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  OF  POPLAR  RIDGE  FRIENDS  MEETING  

"INTO YOUR HANDS, I COMMIT MY SPIRIT."
BY  PASTOR  DAVE  MERCADANTE  

Jesus' seventh word from the cross is a final note in God's 
ensemble of salvation. Jesus offered his entire self, body 
and soul, to the hands of God. This was not a cry of 
desperation or abandonment. Jesus was certain he was 
returning to the presence of God. The last words uttered 
from the cross are from Psalm 31:5. This was a household 
prayer, as common as "Now I lay me down to sleep" or 
"God is great, God is good, thank you Lord, for this food." 
Little boys and girls were taught to repeat this line, usually 
before bedtime: 
 
"Into your hand I commit my spirit; you  have redeemed me, 
O Lord, faithful God." (ESV) 
 
These are the final moments before his death. He does not 
lecture or wax poetic. In death, as in life, Jesus was 
meditating on Scripture. Jesus is the Word. He is the 
fulfillment of the Scriptures. At the end of his earthly life, 
Jesus is leaning on the words that encompassed his 
ministry. Instead of a weighty theological diatribe, Jesus 
repeats the prayer of a child. A careful look reveals that 
Jesus did not say the whole line. Jesus omitted the second 
line in the verse, which acknowledges God's redemption. 
Jesus did not need redemption; he is the redeemer. He was 
without sin and perfect in obedience to God. His only 
desire was to rest in God. 
 
These moments before Jesus "gave up his spirit" (Matthew 
27:50) were relief to the suffering Savior. He endured six 
hours on the cross. From the cross, he first addressed 
those nearby: his enemies, convicts, and family. He cried to 
God in desperation, spoke of his physical longings, and told 
the world that salvation was "finished." Now, at the last, 
Jesus spoke to God with the innocence of a child. He was 
returning to the Father.
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The last recorded word from the cross is an echo of 
Jesus' first recorded words. At twelve years old, Jesus 
went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem with his family. Mary 
and Joseph accidentally left him behind in the great city. 
When they returned to find him, Jesus was in the 
Temple confounding the rabbis with his wisdom. When 
questioned, Jesus said, "Don't you know I have to be about 
my Father's business?" (Luke 2:49) On Calvary, Jesus was 
finishing the work his Father sent him to do. Jesus was 
entering his Father's rest. 
 
Jesus' words in death are an expression of his life. 
People die in the same way they live. If hatred is allowed 
to dwell in the heart in life, it will likely remain in death. 
Some believe they can live however they like, in malice 
and sin, and just repent in the final moments. But people 
do not know when their final moment will come. If 
people put off the gospel in the comfort of life, they will 
likely reject him in the dreariness of death. 
 
Voltaire was a prolific writer, historian, and philosopher 
in the seventeenth century; he was also an avowed 
atheist. He used his gift of prose to attack the Christian 
faith. He said of Jesus, "Curse the wretch. In twenty years, 
Christianity will be no more. My single hand will destroy the 
edifice it took twelve apostles to rear." (Spoiler alert: 
Voltaire was not successful.) His final days were 
agonizing. He was miserable as he neared death, cursing 
that his time was so short. One of his nurses remarked, 
"For all of the wealth in Europe, I would not watch another 
atheist die." According to his physician, who was nearby 
at Voltaire's death, the famed author said, "I am 
abandoned by God and man. I will give half of what I am 
worth if you will give me six months of life. Then I will go to 
hell and you will go with me, oh Christ, oh Jesus Christ."

continued...



Scout Troop 72 will be collecting canned food for their 
annual "Scouting for Food" drive. Donations can be 
dropped off at the FEC between 9-11:30 am on 
Saturday, February 9. All donations will be given to 
Community Outreach of Archdale-Trinity (C.O.A.T.).

Scouting for Food 

A "hands on" fly fishing class is being offered at Poplar 
Ridge in the FEC on Saturday, March 2nd from 8:30 am 
- 4:00 pm. Your instructor will be Jeff Wilkins, an FFF 
Certified Instructor with over 30 years of experience. 
He is also a professional fly fishing guide who not only 
loves his work, he loves the Lord. 
 
The course teaches fly casting, knot tying and rigging, 
reading water, entomology, fly selection, and stream 
etiquette. All equipment will be provided, just come 
and enjoy the class. Be sure to bring your lunch! 
 
 
 
CALL, TEXT, OR EMAIL BRIAN DONLEY @ 336-906- 
8265 or bdonley@northstate.net.
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FEBRUARY  9  |  9 - 1 1 :30  AM

Scouts' Soup & 
Sandwich Fundraiser

To accommodate both 8:30 and 11:00 am worship 
services, serving will begin at 11:00 am. (Early service 
attendees are encouraged to come after Sunday 
School.) We hope everyone will come and enjoy a hot 
bowl of soup!

SPONSORED  BY  BSA  TROOP  &  

PACK  72  AND  VENTURE  CREW  

Sunday, February 10

FLY FISHING 101
SATURDAY ,  MARCH  2  

8 :30  AM  -  4 :00  PM  

COST :  $55  PER  PERSON

Deadline to Register: Feb 15

continued... 
 
Voltaire died as he lived - in misery. But Jesus trusted God 
in life and, in his death, his last words were spoken in the 
calm assurance of God's faithfulness. At the last word from 
the cross, we see a Savior who is dying just as he lived. 

~excerpt from Into Your Hands

INTO YOUR HANDS: 
Exploring the Seven Last 

Words from the Cross

by Dave Mercadante

Jesus spoke seven final state- 
ments from the cross. There 
were words of mercy, anguish 
and deliverance. Into Your 
Hands closely examines these 
final words and their meaning.

Each of Jesus' statements represents another step to the 
heart of God:

STEP ONE: 
 
 
 
STEP TWO: 
 
 
 
STEP THREE: 
 
 
 
STEP FOUR: 
 
 
 
STEP FIVE: 
 
 
STEP SIX: 
 
 
STEP SEVEN: 

RECEIVING FORGIVENESS. 
 
 
 
NEW CITIZENSHIP. 
 
 
 
A NEW COMMUNITY. 
 
 
 
WRESTLING WITH GOD. 
 
 
 
NEW THIRST. 
 
 
CONFIDENCE IN SALVATION. 
 
 
ENJOYING DIVINE SHALOM/REST.

"Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing." (Luke 23:34) 

"Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 
(Luke 23:43) 

"Woman, here is your son .... Here is your mother." 
(John 19:26-27) 

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
(Mark 15:34; Matthew 27:46)

"I am thirsty." (John 19:28)

"It is finished." (John 19:30)

"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." 
(Luke 23:46)

Details and how to order this publication written by 
Pastor Dave will be available soon!



A team member looked at me weird. I asked him, 
"What's wrong?" His answer was, "just thinking about 
that student." This comment came out of an early 
morning breakfast with a team member and I were 
having with a student. She was explaining how her 
mother's cancer came back, and hinted that this may 
be the last Christmas they have with her. It broke our 
hearts to hear her pour out her frustrations and lay it 
out on the table for us. She talked about how they 
were supposed to go on a cruise for Christmas but all 
that changed. They were just days away from 
Christmas and were on the hunt for a Christmas tree. 
We love that students feel safe to the point they can 
tell us anything. I love that we have team members that 
love those kids so much that their hearts break when 
they hear students' hearts break. Sometimes all we can 
do for our students are listen and pray for them. 
 
At one of our sites, a teacher I volunteer with reached 
out and asked if I knew some churches that would 
donate food so some of their students could eat over 
break. Sometimes the only food these students get is 
from school. So I spoke to a local church that I knew 
had a food bank. They were more than willing to help 
with food for the students. So the Thursday before 
break, I brought all the food donated by our team to 
the school. That day after classes, 4 students went with 
me to finish the last bit of organization of the food 
boxes. Something awesome happens when you see 
students serve in a way that changes someone else's 
life. 
 
Our living room was filled with loud laughter and what 
looked like snow being thrown back and forth. Andrew 
and I had some 
high school 
students over 
at our house 
for a small 
Christmas 
Party. We had 
to reschedule 
our party due 
to the snow. 
We were

Missions Focus: 
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Following Where He Leads, 
Meg Visi Williams 

High School Campus Life Director

going to use a 
partnership church, 
but we just decided to 
have it at our house. 
I have to admit, it was 
so much fun listening 
to the students laugh 
and carry on all while watching a movie on the TV. I 
have always been told that there is something about 
inviting students into our space, having them enter 
our world of our house. It opened up some great 
conversations that will continue for a while. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I was sitting down with one student during lunch at 
school, I asked her the same question I have asked so 
many others, "Are you excited for Christmas?" You 
would think all the answers would be yes. Not this 
time. A few actually were not. This one student broke 
my heart. She said that they don't have enough money 
to celebrate Christmas so they were just going to eat 
a meal together. For a second everything stood still. It 
was like the hustle and bustle of the school day was 
going on, but where we sat froze in time. It reminds  
me how so many students and their families just 
struggle to get through life. I wish sometimes we 
could just take all these kids in. I reminded her 
that Christmas was not all about the presents under 
the tree. She asked me to explain, so I did. I told this 
student the real Christmas Story. This just goes to 
remind us that we never know how God will use us to 
reach the least of these.

"For a second everything stood 
still. It was like the hustle and 
bustle of the school day was 
going on, but where we sat froze 
in time."

Greater Greensboro Youth for Christ reaches out to 
young people everywhere, working together with local churches 

and other like-minded partners to develop lifelong  followers 
of Jesus who lead by their Godly lifestyle, devotion to the 

word of God and prayer, passion for sharing the love of Christ 
and commitment to social involvement. 

Visit us at greensboroyfc.net



February Birthdays
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February 2 

February 3 

February 4 

 

 

February 6 

February 8 

February 9 

February 10 

February 11 

February 12 

February 13 

 

 

February 14 

February 15 

February 16 

February 17 

 

 

 

February 22 

February 24 

February 26 

February 27 

February 28

Cory Bentley 

Elaine Price 

Kirstin Jones 

Emma Luckey 

Jake Whitaker 

Cathy Way 

Hagen Welch 

Seth Strickland 

Mark Culler 

Isabella McDaniel 

Jerry Neal II 

Randy Crouse 

Timmy Moser 

Carmen Nelson 

Nancy Longuillo 

Meredith Partin 

Gabe Partin 

Susan Caulder 

De Christensen 

Cathy Crouse 

Susan Frazier 

Litchard Hurley 

Jon Lowe 

Cathy Stevens 

Allen Howard 

Kaylen Nance 

Tim Vestal 

Connie Whitaker

March Birthdays
March 3 

March 5 

 

March 6 

March 7 

March 9 

March 10 

 

March 12 

 

March 14 

March 15 

 

March 18 

 

March 19 

March 20 

 

 

March 21 

 

March 23 

March 24 

March 25 

 

March 26 

 

 

March 27 

March 29 

March 31

Angela Jacobs 

Ben Proctor 

Jacob Wright 

Jim Morgan 

Alyson Clifton 

Nina Lynn Watts 

Bayne Koonts 

Alec Neal 

Steve Harrison 

Rosalyn Pledger 

Aaron Lomax 

Cathy Dorsett 

Josh Frazier 

Dave Mercadante 

Janice Morgan 

Joy Hedgecock 

Kay Bartlett 

Wayne Monroe 

Brian Nance 

Matthew Clifton 

Miriam Moon 

Sherry Nance 

Melissa Partin 

Tyler Hartley 

Jessica Todd 

Avalyn Bartle 

Adam Harb 

Sherry Vann 

Christian Allen 

Eric Pledger 

Kari Allen

February 
Anniversaries
February 1 

February 6 

February 13 

February 15 

February 16 

February 21 

February 24

Allen & Linda Douglas 

Tommy & Elaine Price 

Mark & Tammy Culler 

Wesley & Sherry Vann 

Walter & Pam Marshall 

Steve & Susan Harrison 

Rick & Tonya Oxendine

March 
Anniversaries
March 10 

March 12 

March 16 

March 20 

March 31

George & Lois Sumner 

Bill & Vermell Hurley 

Jim & Joy Sparks 

Gary & Jo Proctor 

Harold & Susie Monroe

SENIOR FRIENDS

SPRING 
ASSEMBLY

Saturday, 
March 23, 2019 
9am - 6:30 pm 

held @ 
Camp Caraway

ONLINE 
REGISTRATION IS 

OPEN AT 
atlanticfriends.org 

Paper forms are 
available 

at the church.

DEADLINE TO 
REGISTER: 3/13/19

Spring Assembly begins 
Friday night, March 22nd 
for YOUNG FRIENDS  

(6th-12th grade) 
and 

YOUNG ADULTS 
(college age +) 

*REGISTER SEPARATELY*

go tell!
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The Ridge Kids
4 T H - 6 T H  G R A D E

Junior Youth

7 T H - 1 2 T H  G R A D E

Senior Youth

FEBRUARY / MARCH SCHEDULE: 

Feb 3 
Feb 10 
Feb 17 
Feb 24 
Mar 3 
Mar 10 
Mar 17 
Mar 24 
Mar 31

5:30-1/2 time 
5:30-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm 
3:00-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm

Super Bowl Party @ PR 
Junior Youth 
Junior Youth 
Junior Youth 
"Out & About" Event! 
Junior Youth 
Junior Youth 
Junior Youth 
Junior Youth

faith 

and fun!

SUNDAYS  |  5:30-7:00 pm

Jesus said, "Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to  

such as these.  (Matthew 19:14)

come and bring your friends!

FEBRUARY / MARCH SCHEDULE: 

Feb 3 
Feb 10 
Feb 17 
Feb 24 
Mar 3 
Mar 10 
Mar 17 
Mar 24 
Mar 31

5:30-end of game 
5:30-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm 
3:00-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm 
3:00-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm 
5:30-7:00 pm

Super Bowl Party 
Senior Youth 
Senior Youth 
Senior Youth 
Senior Youth 
Senior Youth 
"Out & About" Event! 
Senior Youth 
Senior Youth

FEBRUARY 8-9 (Fri-Sat) 
Ski Trip to Winterplace for 
Senior Youth who signed up

SENIOR YOUTH TO 
WINTER JAM CONCERT 
@ greensboro coliseum 
saturday, february 23 

2:00 pm @ PR (back before 11pm) 
check your flyer for all the details!

Featuring Newsboys 
and many others!

SENIOR YOUTH PACKING FOOD INTO BACKPACKS AT COMMUNITY-OUTREACH OF ARCHDALE-TRINITY (C.O.A.T.)

A G E  3  T H R U  3 R D  G R A D E

Be sure to 

register for 

AFCM SPRING 

ASSEMBLY at 

atlanticfriends. 

org by 3/13
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Thursday, March 28
SPONSORED  BY  THE  SEN IOR  FR I ENDS

6:15-7:00 PM 
 
 

7:00-8:00 PM 

Carry-in Meal

Worship with the Sheltered Quartet

A free-will offering will be received

POPLAR RIDGE FRIENDS MEETING 

3673 HOOVER HILL ROAD 

TRINITY, NORTH CAROLINA 27370 

 

                   CHURCH OFFICE: 

                   336-861-5026 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Friday                             8:00 am - 2:30 pm 

 

                   EMAIL: 

                   poplarridge@prfriends.org 

 

                   WEBSITE: 

                   prfriends.org 

 

                  

                 

Poplar Ridge Friends Meeting 

Poplar Ridge Friends Children's Ministry 

Poplar Ridge Friends Celebrate Recovery 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE: 

8:30 am      Traditional Worship 

9:45 am      Sunday School 

11:00 am   Contemporary Worship 

 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

 

SENIOR PASTOR - Dave Mercadante 

336-259-5900 / dave@prfriends.org 

 

YOUTH & FAMILY PASTOR - Tim Vestal 
336-847-2752 / tim@prfriends.org 

 

CHILDREN'S PASTOR - Mandy Luckey 

336-596-1441 / mandy@prfriends.org 

 

CHURCH MINISTRIES COORD. - Cindy Neal 
336-259-7698 / cindy@prfriends.org 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT - Paula Allen 

336-301-2605 / paula@prfriends.org

CONTACT US.

Join us!

Save these dates!
APRIL 6 

APRIL 21 

MAY 5 

JUNE 8 

JULY 28 - AUG 1 

SEPTEMBER 21 

OCTOBER 31 

NOVEMBER 2 

NOVEMBER 24

QUAKER MEN SPRING BBQ 

EASTER SUNDAY 

HOMECOMING/MEMORIAL DAY 

SR YOUTH GOLF TOURNAMENT 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

TOUR DE CHEF FUNDRAISER 

QUAKERFEST CARNIVAL 

QUAKER MEN FALL BBQ 

HARVEST SUPPER


