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August 11, 2020 
 
Dear Poplar Ridge Church Family,  
 
After much prayer and consideration, I offer my resignation as Senior Pastor of Poplar Ridge 
Friends Meeting. God has impressed upon my heart that I need to move on and make space 
for new leadership. I am confident that, in the same way God is moving me along, He is 
prompting someone who will come to Poplar Ridge and help the church continue to thrive.  
 
Serving in this role over the past seven years has been the greatest of privileges. Poplar Ridge 
is a wonderful, faithful congregation that loves the Lord and builds the Kingdom. You all 
welcomed my family and me and cared for us as we have tried to care for you. Being a 
member of Poplar Ridge is a treasure and I could never fully express my gratitude to you all. 
God has blessed me immensely in our time here.  
 
For 153 years, the Friends of Poplar Ridge have been a city on a hill and I have no doubt the 
best years are yet ahead. God has blessed this church for decades and I’m sure, should our 
Lord tarry, He will continue to be with this church.  
 
When a pastor leaves, we tend to look for a “reason.” Please read this clearly - this resignation 
is an impression on my heart from the Holy Spirit. This call on my heart is unmistakable and 
unshakable. It was the same sort of impression that carried me to this church to enjoy seven 
wonderful, fruitful years of ministry. After much prayer, discernment and counsel with trusted 
brothers and sisters in Christ, I am confident that God is leading me elsewhere. I do not know 
exactly what the future holds, but I do know that, “He who began a good work in [me] will carry 
it on to completion until the Day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).   
 
I am not leaving Poplar Ridge to take another church. My plan is to work full time in a non-
ministry role while continuing to minister in my part-time roles as Ministry Director of Atlantic 
Friends Christian Ministries as well as Executive Director of Love InDeed, Inc.  
 
Thank you for the care, nurture and love you have offered my family in our time of pastoral 
service to Poplar Ridge. Serving as the Senior Pastor is among the greatest privileges I have 
enjoyed in my life.  
 
I would love to talk to you personally about God’s leading on my heart. Feel free to call me 
anytime and I’ll be glad to share. Again, thank you for the wonderful privilege of serving as your 
pastor. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Dave Mercadante 


