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Be Holy 
 

1 Peter 1:13-17 (NIV) 
 
13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set 
your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 
Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, 
do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived 
in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so 
be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I 
am holy.” 17 Since you call on a Father who judges each 
person’s work impartially, live out your time as 
foreigners here in reverent fear. 

 
As we continue through 1st Peter, our theme this week is: Be Holy. To be “Holy” means to 
be set apart, different and unique. To describe God as “holy” means He is entirely different 
than you and I. He is glorious in majesty and perfect in character. This is why cherubim 
rightly sing at the altar “Holy, Holy, Holy!” They are proclaiming the uniqueness of God 
above all creation. 
 
As God’s “holy” people, we are likewise “set apart” for His purposes. Our lifestyle, 
worldview and desires should reflect God’s holiness. Over and again, Peter impresses the 
young church to be holy. As pilgrims in a foreign land, the church should strive to live 
according to our citizenship in heaven. This means striving each day to be holy.  
 
 
 
 

 
G U I D A N C E   F O R   D E V O T I O N S 

 
 

• Spend a few moments in prayerful preparation, turning all your thoughts to God and 
His Word. 

• Focus your heart and mind on the Holy Spirit, asking God to give you wisdom and 
insight into His Word. 

• Read the Scripture passage slowly and deliberately. 
• Read the devotion with an open heart. 
• Use the queries as a method of close self-examination. “Test your heart” (Psalm 26:2). 
• Each devotion includes an opportunity to “Act” on the lesson of the scripture and 

devotion throughout your day. 
• Close with the prayer provided and/or one from your heart. 
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� Monday, May 4 | “Be Holy, Because I Am Holy” (by Dave Mercadante) 
 
 Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 1:13-16 
 Key Phrase: “Be Holy, because I am Holy” 
 
A few years ago, as I was maturing into adulthood, a long-time acquaintance and family 
friend said, “you look more like your father every time I see you.” It’s true; the older I get, 
the more I resemble my dad. I see this in my children as well, especially Oliver. Emily and I 
put a picture of me at seven years old beside a picture of seven-year-old Oliver, and we 
looked like twins! With each passing year, my son takes on my physical characteristics.  
 
This passage tells us that Christians should begin to resemble our Heavenly Father. “As 
obedient children” we should strive for the highest attribute of our God: “Be Holy as I am 
Holy.” Peter is repeating a command issued by God to His people centuries before 
(Leviticus 11:44). Jesus later said it as well (Matthew 5:48). The dictate remains the same 
- we are called to mirror the Holiness of God Himself!  
 
What does this mean? Can we be Holy like God?  
 
We cannot match God in His deity. He is all glorious and majestic. The angels sing an 
eternal song of God’s greatness! But God does not expect us to resemble Him in majesty. 
Rather, we are called to holiness in our human righteousness. This means we are “set 
apart” (which is the definition of holiness!) from the rest of the world in our character, 
values and behavior. We can never match the greatness of a God who is wholly perfect, 
but we can strive to mirror the perfect incarnation of God in Jesus Christ.  
 
When we hear the phrase “Be Holy as I am Holy” repeated throughout scripture, it is not a 
checklist to complete or a set of restrictive rituals. Rather, it is a call to live in a way that is 
different from the rest of society. Holiness means embracing the things of God (His Word, 
forgiveness, purity, etc…) and forsaking the things the world values (sin, selfishness, 
temporal joy, etc…). We do not “conform to the evil desires [we] had when we lived in 
ignorance” (14b). Instead, “with minds that are alert and fully sober” we seek to live a holy 
life that is pleasing to our Father and grow into His image.  
 
 
QUERY:   Am I seeking to live a holy life? What sins do I tolerate in my life? Am I trying to 
 grow into the image of my Heavenly Father?   
 
PRAYER:  Great and merciful God, who is all holy and righteous, help me to live a holy 
 life that  reflects your character and greatness in every aspect of my life. Help 
 me live in such a way that those in the world may see me and glorify you. 
 Amen. 
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� Tuesday, May 5 | “Because He Lives” (by Jessica Todd) 
 
 Scripture Reading: James 1:2-8 

Key passage: vs. 3-4 
 

 3 Know that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect 
 work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

 
 

My great-grandmother passed away when I was nine. That was the first experience I had 
had with loss and true sadness and it was tough to understand. At her funeral some of the 
family sang Because He Lives and even at that young age, the song really impacted me 
and my understanding of how God is always with us. Even in the hard times, the scary 
times, and the uncertain times, He is always there.  
 
Right now is a very odd time in this world unlike anything we have ever faced before in our 
lifetimes. Currently most all of us are facing a trial of some sort whether it is the loss of our 
jobs, illness, separation of loved ones, increased anxiety, concerns about bringing illness 
home to your family, the strain of being stuck at home, or the worry of where your next roll 
of toilet paper will come from. When facing these trials, each day is filled with uncertainty 
and it can be easy to get pulled down by the fears. This is where our faith comes in. Faith 
is defined as putting complete trust or confidence in someone. As Christians, that 
someone always has to be God. Even though we don’t know how this pandemic will end, 
God does. He knew long before we existed what tomorrow would bring and His plan is 
perfect; however, that doesn’t mean our lives will be paradise here on Earth. Jesus tells us 
we will all have troubles in this world, but He promises victory in faith because He has 
overcome the world. He puts us through trials to strengthen us and encourage us to rely 
on Him, not on ourselves. As we move closer to Him and rely more and more on our faith, 
we will see more blessings. When we rely fully on our faith, there is no room for fear! 
 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives, all fear is gone 

Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living, just because He lives 

	
QUERY:  Am I leaning on my faith or falling into fear? Am I asking God for wisdom or leaning on 
 my own understandings? 
 

ACT:  Write down your trials and fears, pray over them and then throw them away. Let God 
 have them! 
 

PRAYER:  Dear Lord, I ask you to grow my faith. I know that faith will reveal more blessings in 
 the midst of these trials we are facing. Please remove doubt and fear and help me to 
 stand firm in my faith and faithfully pray through this pandemic. Please help me to fix 
 my eyes upon you instead of the storms around me, to know that you are with me in 
 the deep valleys and will carry me if it becomes too much. Help me to know that you 
 will end this in your time, and your time is perfect. I place myself in your loving hands. 
 In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.		
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� Wednesday, May 6 | VIDEO BIBLE STUDY (by Brian Donley) 
 
 

“The Testing of Your Faith”  |  James 1:2-4 
 

Go to www.prfriends.org to find a video Bible lesson and handouts from Pastor Brian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� Thursday, May 7 | “Sharing the Good News” (by Aric Johnson) 
 
 Scripture Reading: Matthew 13:1-8 
 Key Passage: vs. 4 - “as he was scattering the seed…”  
 
 
 

When most of us read the parable of the sower, we focus on the types of ground the seed 
fell on, the idea of sowing seed, and the images of the farmer. Having come from a family 
who has always had large gardens, or a farm, I think about the work we do to prepare the 
soil so that all the seed I plant has the best chance to grow. 
  
I feel the same way about talking to people about God. I look for the best soils, or think 
about how I can better prepare them for the seed. I avoid the topic when talking to rocky 
soil, or areas with lots of birds. Oftentimes, we are looking to share our faith in places 
where we know it will grow and we work hard at nurturing people to accept that faith. 
 
The part of the parable we’re missing is that the farmer doesn’t carefully place the seed! 
He scatters it, not worrying about the seed that won’t grow in the bad spots, but putting 
faith that some will grow there. He doesn’t prepare the rocks, or scare away the birds. He 
scatters the seed, and rejoices in the small wins. God doesn’t ask us to prepare a sermon 
for every person we meet. Sometimes, just mentioning His works in your own life will be 
that seed that beats the birds, or grows in the rocks. 
 
     
QUERY:  Are you avoiding talking about your faith, or beliefs, or mentioning God 
 because of the place you are in or people you are with? 
 
ACT:  Think about the ways that God has worked in your day to day life. Give credit 
 to Him when you are around people you normally would share with. 
 
PRAYER:  Almighty God, you have worked in my life in so many ways. Work in me to 
 share the goodness that you are. I pray you help me sow the seeds of your 
 truth, and you work in those hard to reach people so they may know 
 you. Amen.    
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� Friday, May 8 | REPENTANCE AND HUMILITY 
   
Our Lord was crucified on a Friday. Christians all over the world spend Friday as a day of 
humility, prayer, confession and fasting. Take time to meditate on Paul’s lament from 
Romans 7:21-25… 
 
 

21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with 
me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work 
in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the 
law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me 
from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s 
law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 

 
 
 
 
� Saturday, May 9 | OPEN YOUR HEART TO SCRIPTURE 
  
 
Tomorrow’s (5/10/20) sermon is from 1 Peter 1:13-17. Spend time prayerfully considering this 
passage. Pray that God would open your heart to the wisdom and insight of His Word.  
 

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace 
to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient 
children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 
15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: 
“Be holy, because I am holy.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
� Sunday, May 10 | PILGRIM PEOPLE: “Be Holy” 
 

 
The Sermon Outline for May 10th will be included in next week’s mailing and will also be 
posted along with Pastor Dave’s online sermon video at www.prfriends.org. 


