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Holy Week 
 
Christians all over the world celebrate “Holy Week” in the week leading to Easter Sunday. 
We recount several stories from the last week of Jesus as He approached the Cross. The 
idea is to walk with Jesus toward Calvary. By walking beside Him in His approach of the 
Golgotha, we sense the growing tension as our Savior both dreads and embraces the 
Cross.   
 
The devotions this week recount some of the final moments before Jesus was crucified. As 
we anticipate Easter and the joy of the resurrection, let’s remember that our victory is only 
possible because Jesus endured a trying week, culminating with the humiliation and death 
of the Cross.  
 
 
 

G U I D A N C E   F O R   D E V O T I O N S 
 
 

• Spend a few moments in prayerful preparation, turning all your thoughts to God and 
His Word. 

• Focus your heart and mind on the Holy Spirit, asking God to give you wisdom and 
insight into His Word. 

• Read the Scripture passage slowly and deliberately. 
• Read the devotion with an open heart. 
• Use the queries as a method of close self-examination. “Test your heart” (Psalm 26:2). 
• Each devotion includes an opportunity to “Act” on the lesson of the scripture and 

devotion throughout your day. 
• Close with the prayer provided and/or one from your heart. 
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� Monday, April 6, 2020: “JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE” (by Pastor Dave) 
 
 Scripture Reading: John 2:12-25 

Key passage:  vs. 14 
 

“In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting 
at tables exchanging money.”  

 
Have you ever been unprepared for visitors? Has anyone stopped by your house when your living 
room was messy or the dishes from the last meal were still in the sink? It is always a little 
embarrassing to be seen without tidying up!  
 
The occupants of the Temple weren’t just a little messy, they had been letting filth pile up for years. 
And not just literal dirt and mess, but a spiritual callousness that corroded the meaning of the 
Temple. When Jesus showed up unannounced, everyone was rightly chastised for turning the 
house of God into a “den of thieves” (Matthew 21:13). 
 
The Temple was the great monument of the Jewish people. Not only was it an impressive size and 
beauty, but it was the center of life, worship and ethics for God’s people. Every year at Passover 
Jews were expected to bring an offering to the Temple for sacrifice. These sacrifices were 
supposed to be from their own fields, but permission was made for those who had to travel a long 
distance. In time, people began to take advantage of that rule and venders set up shop outside the 
Temple to sell animals to sacrifice. The “sheep, cattle and doves” were pinned and caged outside 
the most sacred space in all of Israel.  
 
To add insult, some travelers only carried foreign currency. “Money changers” set up shop inside(!) 
the temple courts to offer exchange at much higher rates. The beautiful sounds of worship (music, 
scripture reading, prayers) were drowned out by the noise of people selling their wares.   
 
By the time Jesus arrived on that fateful Passover, the house of God turned into a marketplace. 
Perhaps you have been to a street carnival (i.e., Bush Hill Festival) with booths lined on both sides. 
Instead of a house of worship, the Temple had become a sham. 
 
Jesus was having none of it. His confrontation with the money changers was deliberate and 
forceful. He did not fly into a rage. Instead, Jesus went out of the temple area and “made a whip 
out of cords” (2:15). He returned and cleaned house, chasing out the improprieties that had 
corrupted the Temple. The cleansing of the Temple was Jesus’ appropriate prophetic reaction to 
the corruption of God’s Holy space.  
 
The Bible tells us that, in Christ, we are the temple of God (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). God is 
worshiped in our heart, mind and spirit. That means we need to keep the temple clean! The 
gospels tell us, over and again, that Jesus will return at a time no one knows. When He comes to 
view your temple, will you be ready? 
 
QUERY:  What impurities have I allowed in my temple? Do I tolerate and make excuses for sin in 
 my life? What would Jesus cast out of my temple?  
 
ACT:   Evaluate your behavior. Name some sins you have allowed to “set up shop” in your life 
 such as gossip, greed, lust, anger, envy, etc…  
 
PRAYER:  Almighty God, I want to be a pure vessel of the Holy Spirit. Cleanse me of 
 unrighteousness and lead me on a path of purity and holiness. Amen.  
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� Tuesday, April 7, 2020: “HE LOVES THE UNLOVABLE” (by Pastor Dave) 
 
 Scripture Reading: John 13:21-30 

Key passage:  vs. 24 - “Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”  
 
Does anything sting quite like betrayal? Can anything match that sort of pain? When someone we 
love and trust goes behind our back, fail on a commitment or otherwise works toward our demise, 
that is a rare type of pain. The simple axiom is true: “only your friends can betray you.” Further still, 
betrayal is always a surprise. We never expect those we love to conspire against us.  
 
In this scene, Jesus knows He is about to be betrayed. Weeks before this dinner, Judas set a plan 
in motion to betray Jesus. No one knows exactly why Judas betrayed Jesus. Some speculate that 
the “Iscariot” could be translated as “dagger man,” a title for a sect of Jewish rebels who violently 
opposed the Romans. Perhaps Judas was disappointed that Jesus was not going to usher in a 
military movement against the Roman occupiers. Maybe it was greed. Judas often dipped his 
hands into the treasury (John 12:5-6). Could the promise of wealth been enough to betray Jesus? 
We could boil it down to plumb evil. We know that Satan used Judas as an instrument within his 
devious plan to destroy Jesus.   
 
We do not know exactly why Judas betrayed Jesus. But this we do know: Jesus continued to 
extend kindness, mercy and compassion to his betrayer. Though Jesus knew his betrayer and the 
means by which he would be betrayed, our Savior continued to express love and affection for 
Judas.  
 
Just a few moments prior, Jesus stooped into the role of a servant and washed the disciples’ feet, 
including Judas. During the dinner, we read that Jesus identified his betrayer by offering a piece of 
bread, dipping it into a dish (vs. 26). This simple act is a sign of friendship. Breaking bread around 
a table is a universal sign of affection. As Judas receives the gesture, the betrayal is confirmed. 
We read, “Satan entered into him” (vs. 27).  
 
In yet another merciful act, Jesus tells Judas not to linger in his anguish, “What you are about to 
do, do quickly” (vs. 27b). Most of us would wish harm, or at least discomfort on our betrayers.  
Not Jesus.  
 
The temperance and patience of Jesus during his betrayal is a stunning sign of God’s undying 
affection for the entire world: saints, sinners and betrayers. It is easy to cast aspersions at Judas 
the Betrayer. After all, his name is synonymous with betrayal. But if we’re being honest, every one 
of us has betrayed God. We sin and fall short. We do things we know we shouldn’t and fail to do 
the things we know we should. We rarely give God our best, despite knowing we should serve with 
our “heart, mind, soul and strength” (Luke 10:27).  
 
Yet the love of God persists. He continues to pour His love into the world through the Presence of 
the Holy Spirit. We are afforded yet another day full of his blessings and mercies. Despite our 
many, often intentional, offenses against God, we can approach the throne of grace with 
confidence. This is not because of our goodness, but because God is “compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness” (Psalm 103:8).   
 
QUERY:   Am I living an honest and sincere life? Does my behavior reflect my beliefs?  
 Where have I intentionally or unintentionally betrayed God? 
ACT:   Take a few moments to consider the great love of God, who cares for us despite our sin.  
PRAYER:   Jesus, you loved the one who betrayed you; not because he was worthy, but  
 because you are gracious. Make me grateful for your undying love for me and the  
 entire world. Amen.  
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� Wednesday, April 8, 2020: “BEING EXTRA FOR CHRIST” (by Leslie Lomax) 
  
 Scripture Reading: John 13:1-17 

Key passage:  vss. 6-9 
 
 

6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  
7Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no part with me.” 9“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my 
hands and my head as well!” 

 
There are many things I have learned from being a counselor in a public middle school. Some of 
them, to be quite honest, are not at all holy! One of the more fun things to learn from students are 
the latest slang words. Many times, I learn a word and begin to use it and it’s “coolness” has 
already expired. One such word I’ve learned in the last year or so is “extra.” In a slang sense, 
“being extra” means a person goes above and beyond what is expected or even accepted in 
situations, usually in a derogatory sense. For example, “She was so extra when she won that 
award by jumping up and down.” (> Insert teenage eye roll <)  
 
Simon Peter could be described as an “extra” disciple. After all, he’s the disciple who walked on 
water toward Jesus (Matthew 14), proclaimed the deity of Jesus (Matthew 16), is told he will be the 
foundation of the Church (Matthew 16), and eventually cuts off the ear of a servant in the Garden 
of Gethsemane (Matthew 26), among other varied large scale actions. But, is being “extra” such a 
bad thing? 
 
John 13 chronicles the last meal Jesus had with his disciples before going to the cross. Jesus 
constantly kept his followers on their toes with his actions and this last meal was no different. 
Instead of being exalted to his rightful place of honor, Jesus humbled himself and washed the dirty 
feet of the men who followed him. Naturally, in his “extra” nature, Peter tells Jesus he will never 
wash his feet. Jesus informs Peter that he’ll have no part of him unless he allows himself to be 
washed. After hearing this revelation, Peter boldly proclaimed that just his feet weren’t good 
enough – that his hands and head must be washed as well!  
 
Even with all his faults, Peter had a heart for the Lord. There was no doubt where he stood in the 
midst of crises – even if his faith and courage faltered. He loved “extra.” He acted “extra.” He was 
even strong enough that Jesus gave him the keys to the kingdom. Maybe being “extra” isn’t such a 
bad thing, after all.  
 
QUERY:  Is my faith “extra?” Is my willingness to follow Christ “extra?” Can others tell how in 
 love I am with Jesus Christ? 
 
ACT:  Do something out of your comfort zone for Christ this week.  
 
PRAYER:  Lord, help me to be “extra” for you in my faith. Give me the strength to not worry 
 about what others may think, but to follow you with my whole being.  
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� Thursday, April 9, 2020: “SITTING AT JESUS’ FEET” (by Janice Spainhour) 
 
 Scripture Reading: John 12:1-12  
 
 

What if Jesus was coming to my house today? 
 
Just a few weeks ago we prepared for my son’s wedding. What a joy for my children to come home 
from miles away for this monumental celebration! Getting ready to feed them all became an all-
consuming project for me! When someone comes to my house (especially the most important 
people…the ones I cherish the most…), it’s customary to go all-out to make their visit comfortable, 
enjoyable and meaningful. Of course, my sister helped! We cleaned, got all the rooms ready (in 
both of our homes), and shopped. We could not overdo the preparations! Everything had to be just 
perfect for the people we love most in the whole world! 
 
Getting ready must have been similar to that when Jesus came to Bethany that day. Mary and 
Martha were friends of Jesus. They were close friends. They were followers. They believed what 
He said. They were disciples. After all, He had just raised their brother from the dead a little while 
before this. They must have been filled with excited anticipation as they got ready for His visit. I 
can only imagine those two sisters cleaning, shopping, and the whirlwind of activity in their home 
before their special guest arrived that day! 
 
As usual, Martha was still busying herself in the kitchen. I can’t give her too much of a bad rap 
since I am usually the one in the kitchen. After all, somebody has to prepare the food and clean up 
the mess! But Mary… I just wonder… I wonder if in all her scurrying for this special visit she had 
thought ahead of time about how she would sit at Jesus’ feet. I wonder if she had considered way 
before His arrival about how she would pour the expensive ointment on His feet? I wonder if she 
had calculated the cost? I wonder if she had been concerned about how she herself would do 
without it once she elaborately used it on the tired feet of her divine guest? Maybe she hadn’t even 
had a thought in her head about doing such an outlandish thing, but then in His presence all the 
preparation just wasn’t enough. The clean house, the food, the fellowship, the perfect evening was 
just not enough. All that she had done was insufficient to express the love in her heart. She had to 
do something more to show just how much value and respect she placed on this Man. She had to 
somehow bear the adoration of her soul. She was compelled to give more. Maybe she responded 
to a spontaneous thought…and ran to her own room, coming back with her greatest treasure on 
earth. Whether impromptu or planned, her gift was precious. It was a clear message to the Savior 
of her pure heart of love and devotion. “…and she anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his 
feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of her perfume” (vs. 3). 
 
We have heard a lot about washing our hands these last few weeks during the Coronavirus world-
wide pandemic. It is certainly important. But how are we doing with washing the feet of those we 
love? Perhaps more than ever, we can wash the feet of those in our own homes. How we have 
needed this opportunity! We have been confined to home with those we cherish most on this earth. 
How are we doing washing those feet? What sort of aroma is filling your home during this unusual 
time we are experiencing? Or even metaphorically? How can we wash the feet of our friends and 
neighbors while we are socially distant? Sometimes a phone call, a text or a card with an 
encouraging and loving word will soothe worn and tired feet trying to journey through this 
pandemic. 
 
May we, like Mary, seek to pour out our love with little thought of saving ourselves. May we, with 
sweet abandon, give up our greatest earthly possessions to express the true treasure of our 
hearts. As Mary dried Jesus’ feet that night with her hair, she sealed a memorable testimony of her 
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faith and devotion to the things that really matter. To the One who really matters. For eternity. May 
we, like Mary, gain our perspective as we learn to sit at Jesus’ feet. 
 
 

Sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
Oh, what words I hear Him say! 

Happy place! so near, so precious! 
May it find me there each day; 

Sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
I would look upon the past; 

For His love has been so gracious, 
It has won my heart at last. 

 
Sitting at the feet of Jesus, 

Where can mortal be more blest? 
There I lay my sins and sorrows, 

And, when weary, find sweet rest; 
Sitting at the feet of Jesus, 

There I love to weep and pray; 
While I from His fullness gather 
Grace and comfort every day. 

 
Bless me, O my Savior, bless me, 

As *I sit low at Thy feet; [*I'm waiting] 
Oh, look down in love upon me, 
Let me see Thy face so sweet; 

Give me, Lord, the mind of Jesus, 
Keep me holy as He is; 

May I prove I've been with Jesus, 
Who is all my righteousness. 

 
By: Floria Cameron D / Hull Asa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
� Good Friday, April 10, 2020:  PSALM 99 
   
 
“ 1 The LORD reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth 
shake. 2 Great is the LORD in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations. 3 Let them praise your great 
and awesome name—he is holy. 4 The King is mighty, he loves justice—you have established 
equity; in Jacob you have done what is just and right. 5 Exalt the LORD our God and worship at his 
footstool; he is holy. 6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel was among those who 
called on his name; they called on the LORD and he answered them. 7 He spoke to them from the 
pillar of cloud; they kept his statutes and the decrees he gave them. 8 LORD our God, you answered 
them; you were to Israel a forgiving God, though you punished their misdeeds. 9 Exalt the LORD our 
God and worship at his holy mountain, for the LORD our God is holy.” 
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� Saturday, April 11, 2020  |  PREPARING FOR EASTER SUNDAY 
  
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
 

“Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 
firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I 
passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to 
more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, 
though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last 
of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.” 

 
 

 
� Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020 | “THE GOSPEL WE PREACH” 
 
 

The Sermon Outline for April 12th will be included in next week’s mailing and will also be 
posted along with Pastor Dave’s online sermon video at www.prfriends.org. 
 
Join us at 11:00 am in the parking lot for a DRIVE-IN CHURCH SERVICE!  


