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Fire’s Finished Work 
1 Peter 1:6-9 (NIV) 

 
6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 
trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of 
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not 
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 
Our theme this week is Faith in Trial. In every season of life, we will endure trials and 
troubles. Our faith does not shield us from the pain of life. Rather, we are given a new 
perspective on how to remain faithful when we endure suffering. Throughout his epistle, 
Peter tells us that suffering can (and should!) bring God glory. As a church family, we are 
dealing with a trial of our own. We cannot meet regularly and our hearts ache for gathered 
fellowship. We know the church has endured worse situations, but this is hard! I believe 
God is calling us to deepen our trust in Him and He will add His blessing to us as we have 
faith in this time of trial. 
 
 
 
 

 
G U I D A N C E   F O R   D E V O T I O N S 

 
 

• Spend a few moments in prayerful preparation, turning all your thoughts to God and 
His Word. 

• Focus your heart and mind on the Holy Spirit, asking God to give you wisdom and 
insight into His Word. 

• Read the Scripture passage slowly and deliberately. 
• Read the devotion with an open heart. 
• Use the queries as a method of close self-examination. “Test your heart” (Psalm 26:2). 
• Each devotion includes an opportunity to “Act” on the lesson of the scripture and 

devotion throughout your day. 
• Close with the prayer provided and/or one from your heart. 
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� Monday, April 27 | “Do You Know the Way?” (by Ann Davidson) 
 
 Scripture Reading: John 14:4-7 
 Key Passage: “If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.” 
           ~John 14:7a 
 
The disciples of Jesus are very confused. Jesus has just told them He would be betrayed by one of 
the twelve. Now He tells them He would be leaving them and they could not go with Him at this 
time. They have no idea what this betrayal means. And if Jesus is going somewhere, why can’t 
they go with Him? After all, they are His disciples; He is their Rabbi. They follow Him everywhere. 
So closely, that the dust from the feet of Jesus settles on them. That is what disciples are 
supposed to do.   
 
The disciples are clueless as to where Jesus is going. Now Jesus tells them they know the way. He 
then tells them, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  The disciples are still not understanding. We, however, are aware of the true mission of 
Jesus and we are, at least somewhat, understanding the story. Jesus is going away for a while. He 
is talking about His death, resurrection, and ascension. He was going to His Father in heaven. The 
disciples could come later but they still had work to do here on earth.   
 
Note that Jesus says He is the way. And He is the only way to the Father. Not being a kind person, 
not good works, not putting big money in the church, not memorizing scripture, not serving in the 
church. These things are all good (and expected), but Jesus remains the only way. None of these 
things alone or in combination will suffice without Jesus.   
 
But then Jesus makes a statement that really speaks to me personally. “If you really knew me, you 
would know my Father as well.”  This word “know” is a deep relational, intimate know, not just a 
casual know. If you go to John 8:19, Jesus is being questioned by the Pharisees and they ask 
Jesus, “Where is your father?” Jesus replies to them, “...If you knew me, you would know my 
Father also.”  Wow! Jesus used almost the same statement with His disciples that He used with the 
Pharisees. You would not expect the Pharisees to know Him. They were His enemies. Of course, 
they knew Him to recognize Him on the street. They knew He threatened their authority and way of 
life. They knew they did not like Him and wanted Him to go away. But in the deep relational, 
intimate sense, they did not know Him at all.   
 
And it is obvious from the scripture that Jesus wants His disciples to have a deeper understanding 
of “know” also. Yes, they already know Him on a deep level. They think they would do anything for 
Him. But we know Peter denies Him and the only disciple at the cross was John.  
 
Jesus wants His disciples to know Him, really know Him. They need to get rid of any remaining old 
Jewish beliefs, they need to put away any personal ambitions, to set aside anything that keeps 
them from knowing Him more fully. And guess what? Jesus wants the same of you and me today. 
He wants us to truly seek Him out and know Him. Know Him and trust Him always, even in the 
tough times. Jesus is the way. The only way. We should never let other things, or even our own 
self pride, keep us from truly knowing Him.   
 
QUERY:   Am I consciously seeking to know Him more deeply? What is hindering me from 
 seeking to know Him? Do I know Him well enough to trust Him always?   
 

ACT:   Spend real time in the Word of God so you can more truly know the God of the 
 Word.   
 

PRAYER:  God, I want to know You more deeply. I need help making You the utmost priority in 
 my life.  
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� Tuesday, April 28 | “Homecoming” (by Stephanie Kersey) 
 
 Scripture Reading: Luke 15:11-32 

Key passage: “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.” 
         ~Luke 15:18b   
 

 
For some of you who didn’t grow up here and have family out of town, “homecoming” 
makes you think of going home. The other side of that is having family that live out of town 
and come home. For me and having never left this community, that’s where my heart is! 
Even though my children don’t live far away, I’m always excited when they come home! In 
preparation, you will find me getting everything tidy and I’ll spend literally hours in the 
kitchen preparing all kinds of food for the occasion or non-occasion, big or small. I get 
excited just at the thought of us all being together.  

In Luke Chapter 15:11-32, we read the parable of the prodigal son and his homecoming.  
In this parable, Jesus tells about a father and his two sons. The younger son asks for and 
is given his inheritance and soon thereafter, he leaves town to make his own way. Before 
long, he finds himself in the lowest of lows. He wasted all his money on sinful pleasures 
and had nowhere to turn. Being sorry for what he had done, he decides to return home 
and was hopeful that his father would show him grace. When the son left, his father’s heart 
was broken and the father longed for the day that he would see his son again. When that 
day arrived, the father was filled with compassion and he welcomed his son with open 
arms. The father threw a big feast to celebrate this son that was lost and now found. The 
older son was filled with jealousy and anger because the father was celebrating the 
younger son’s return. The parable ends with the father trying to explain the reasons for 
celebrating to his older son. 

The younger son was guilty of worldly sins. The older son was equally guilty with his self-
righteous attitude. The truth is that we are all sinners (Romans 3:10, 1 John 1:8). The 
beauty is that we have a Father in heaven who always extends grace. He loves us beyond 
measure and is waiting for us to come home.  

 

QUERY:  Is there an area in my life that I need to confess? Is there someone in my life 
 that I need to show grace? Am I living every day with the expectation of the 
 grandest homecoming of all (John 14:2) when Christ returns for His people?  
 Am I sharing this news with those who need to hear it? 

PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, show us the areas in our life that we need to change. Give 
 us courage and keep us mindful of your will. Thank you for your grace and 
 mercy and for loving us more that we can begin to imagine. Amen. 
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� Wednesday, April 29 | VIDEO BIBLE STUDY (by Brian Donley) 
 
 

Go to www.prfriends.org to hear a video Bible lesson from Brian Donley. 
 
 
 
 
� Thursday, April 30 | “The Persecuted American Christian” (by Logan Neal) 
 
 Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-13 
 
 

 “12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something 
 strange were happening to you. 13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners 
 with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it 
 is revealed to all the world.”  
 
 

Many of my coworkers, who I consider as friends, are either atheist or non-religious. I know God 
placed me in my job for a purpose and that standing true to my faith may be difficult at times.  With 
that said, I often become very discouraged when I overhear jokes about Christianity or Jesus. I feel 
that I am failing at my mission. 
  
In Nik Ripkin’s book, The Insanity of God, he tells the story of Dmitri, a Christian imprisoned in 
Russia. For 17 years Dmitri held true to his faith, waking every morning singing a heart song of 
worship to God. One day, guards came to tell Dmitri they had killed his wife and his family had 
been scattered. At this, after 17 years of steadfast faith, his resolve broke and he agreed to sign 
the papers the next morning essentially disavowing his faith. That night Dmitri miraculously heard 
the prayers of his wife and family fervently praying for him. The next morning when the guards 
came with the papers, Dmitri refused, telling them he knew they had lied about his wife and family, 
that he had heard their prayers. They began to take him out to execute him. As he was being 
dragged through the prison, all at once 1,500 inmates stood and sang the same heart song of 
worship Dmitri sang for 17 years. Afraid, the guards asked, “who are you?” and Dmitri said “I am a 
son of the Living God, and Jesus is His name!” Soon after that, Dmitri was released.  
 
This story has been so convicting to me. All Dmitri had to do for 17 years was sign a paper 
disavowing his faith, but he endured unimaginable suffering by refusing to deny Jesus. For many of 
us, this is hard to relate to. We live in a country where we are free to believe and practice what we 
wish. This freedom has caused stagnancies in my faith at times. Situations of immense 
persecution, like Dmitri’s, build our faith. They are un-wavered by trials and circumstance. Although 
I don’t wish for trials in my faith, I often wonder if we are obedient, our faith may be made stronger 
in a way that we would not normally experience.   
 
I often feel myself going mute when I hear people slandering my faith. Or I don’t know what to say 
when secularization rules the conversation. Perhaps if I were to step out in faith and endure the 
persecution, God would be more glorified. At a time when secularization is dominating, I am 
praying for a boldness to speak about my faith. Perhaps in these times, keeping one’s faith quietly 
to themselves is being disobedient. We need to be very aware about the time and place we are 
living in; there is a quiet hostility to Christianity in America that may be growing louder. There may 
be a time coming where the realities of persecuted believers in distant parts of the world appear at 
our doorstep. 
 
Lord, give me boldness to step out in faith. Remove the fear that keeps me from speaking the truth. 
Sharpen me so that I may always be ready to account for my faith. Forgive my disobedience in not 
sharing the gospel. Help me to joyfully stand with Jesus whatever the cost.  
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� Friday, May 1 | REPENTANCE AND HUMILITY 
   
Our Lord was crucified on a Friday. Christians all over the world spend Friday as a day of 
humility, prayer, confession and fasting. Take time to meditate on Paul’s lament from 
Romans 7:21-25… 
 
 

21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with 
me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work 
in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the 
law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me 
from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s 
law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 

 
 
 
 
� Saturday, May 2 | OPEN YOUR HEART TO SCRIPTURE 
  
 
Tomorrow’s (5/3/20) sermon is from 1 Peter 1:6-9. Spend time prayerfully considering this 
passage. Pray that God would open your heart to the wisdom and insight of His Word.  
 

6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ 
is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you 
do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
� Sunday, May 3 | PILGRIM PEOPLE: “FIRE’S FINISHED WORK” 
 

 
The Sermon Outline for May 3rd will be included in next week’s mailing and will also be posted 
along with Pastor Dave’s online sermon video at www.prfriends.org. 


