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The Trial is an 
Opportunity 

 
1 Peter 1:3b 

“In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead…” 
 

Hope is a running theme through 1st Peter. The young church is enduring struggles on 
every side: persecuted by authorities, frustrated by heresies and conflicted with internal 
strife. It was a hard time for the church. Yet Peter insists that God can (and does!) work 
through suffering and struggle. It is imperative that the Christian hold fast to their hope in 
the Living God. 
 
This week we are going to focus on a “living hope,” which is especially important during 
these trying times for our community and our nation. Listen closely to the scripture and 
devotions, as they both convey the importance of remaining faithful in troubled times. 
 
 
 
 
 

G U I D A N C E   F O R   D E V O T I O N S 
 
 

• Spend a few moments in prayerful preparation, turning all your thoughts to God and 
His Word. 

• Focus your heart and mind on the Holy Spirit, asking God to give you wisdom and 
insight into His Word. 

• Read the Scripture passage slowly and deliberately. 
• Read the devotion with an open heart. 
• Use the queries as a method of close self-examination. “Test your heart” (Psalm 26:2). 
• Each devotion includes an opportunity to “Act” on the lesson of the scripture and 

devotion throughout your day. 
• Close with the prayer provided and/or one from your heart. 
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� Monday, April 20 | “Living Hope” (by Beverly Nelson) 
 
 Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 6 
 
I don’t know about you, but I expected the effect of social distancing on my personal life to be 
different than its reality. I figured that if I was forced to stay home, I would get my income taxes 
filed earlier, that I would clean out my closets, and that I would finally take down my Christmas 
tree (though it seems the trendy thing to do is to put it back up!). I also thought I would finally 
routinely complete my exercise program, eat healthy (because I’m home to plan better) and 
return all of those phone calls that I owe. But which of these goals have been achieved? The 
truth is…none! True, I am not isolated at home like many; I have two jobs. One is with an 
“essential” business so I work for them a few times a week. At my main job, I’m now the only 
employee, so I go in to check the mail, pay bills, etc. a few times a week. But the point is, that 
though for once I really have the time, I’m not able to stick to my list. So, when Paul tells the 
Corinthians that he has confidence in them - confidence that they will be obedient and 
complete the good works that Jesus has started in them - I’m thinking…wow, he wouldn’t say 
that to me. I can’t even stick to my plan to only eat one bag of cookies a week! What 
confidence he must have in them to state openly that they are a source of living hope! 
 
We all know what hope is. But what is living hope? What distinguishes living hope from hope 
that is not living? It’s sort of like the difference between ordinary water and living water. Living 
hope is vibrant, full of potential and promise. Hope is contingent on the possibilities within your 
friends, family, health care workers, your future, your own abilities. Living hope is solely 
contingent on your faith in God. 
 
When Paul says to the Corinthians that he is thankful for them, and that he praises God for 
them, he is sourcing his confidence in God’s work in them. Not in the human ability of the 
silversmith, the seller of purple, the tentmaker. But he is sourcing his confidence in the fact 
they have chosen to be used by God. And that is what can make us a source of living hope. 
God’s work in us. And in today’s world, where hope - living hope - is so desperately needed, 
we can only be that conduit of hope if our source is God. We can only complete the good work 
if our motivation and motivator is HIM. We will only complete the good work if our goals are 
His. People around us will only be reassured and confident in us if we reflect Him. 
 
Maybe that’s why my list remains undone. Maybe because it’s my list, and not His… 
 
 
QUERY:  Do I seek God’s guidance as I plan my day? Do I check in with Him to make sure 
 I’m not being distracted by selfish goals? Does the way I spend my time align with 
 His good works? 
 
ACT: When you make your “list” - mentally or physically - make one from God’s 
 perspective. 
 
 
PRAYER:  Father God, during this unprecedented time, help us use the resources we have so 
 that You can complete good works in us and bring living hope to others.  
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� Tuesday, April 21 | “What Do You Hope For?” (by Pastor Dave Mercadante) 
 
 Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-4 

 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy 
he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade - kept in heaven for you…”  

 

Key phrase:  “a living hope…” 
 

 
One of my favorite questions to ask is, “What do you hope for?” 
 
When I ask couples during pre-marital counseling, they begin to beam thinking about their 
future together. I often hear, “kids, a house, career, travel…” It is always fun to watch people 
when they let their imaginations wander to a preferred future. “What do you hope for?” is a 
question I also ask our Elders at church during Ministry & Counsel. We talk at length about 
evangelizing our community, worship in the power and Presence of the Holy Spirit and seeing 
new believers grow in their faith in Christ. The simple word “hope” tills the soil for deep and 
exciting conversations about what is possible through faithful obedience. 
 
Peter is reminding his church about the importance of a “living hope.” To “hope” means to trust 
in, look for or desire something or someone; or to expect something beneficial in the future.”* 
(“Hope,” Baker Theological Dictionary of the Bible, 1996) 
 
Again, Peter’s young church was enduring trials from all sides. They were persecuted by 
society, riddled with false teachers and struggling with immorality. Yet Peter insists that the 
church should not look down in demoralized sorrow. Instead, they should continue looking up 
to God who has given them a “living hope.” Despite their trials and tribulations, God will persist 
with His people. They are His “chosen people, a royal priesthood…” The church should have 
confidence because they have received an inheritance that will never “perish, soil or fade.” 
Though weighed down with burdens, the church should continue as a hopeful congregation, 
living in faithful assurance that God will fulfill His promises. 
 
The same is true for modern-day believers. We should persist with a “living hope” that God is 
faithful to His church. It is so easy to become discouraged and lose hope. We get caught up in 
the plight of our present struggles, easily forgetting the faithfulness of God. If you have found 
yourself losing hope, take a moment to restore your confidence in God who will never forsake 
or betray His children. God is always faithful to His church and Jesus will be present with us 
until the end of the age. (Matthew 28:20) 
 
 
QUERY:   Do I have a “living hope?” Do I let the cares and troubles of the world distract me 
 from the promises of God? 
 
PRAYER:   Lord, I believe in Your promises. You are a good and faithful God. Help me to 
 endure with a “living hope” that You are present with me and will care for me in 
 every season of life. Amen. 
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� Wednesday, April 22 | VIDEO BIBLE STUDY (by Brian Donley) 
 
 

Go to www.prfriends.org to hear a video Bible lesson from Brian Donley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� Thursday, April 23 | “Hope Does Not Disappoint” (by Emily Mercadante) 
 
 Scripture Reading: Romans 5:5 
 
 

 “And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out  
 into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.”  
 
 

Spring is my favorite time of year! The weather turns warmer, the flowers start to bloom, and 
we can enjoy being outdoors without being bundled in our winter clothing. Our family, like 
many in our country, had big plans for spring 2020. We had plans for Dave’s 40th birthday 
party, an exciting trip scheduled for Spring Break, plans for my parents and Dave’s to join our 
children for Grandparent’s Day at school, and we were looking forward to hosting our annual 
Easter egg hunt for our kids and their cousins. Maggie’s robotics team and Lucy’s Battle of the 
Books team had both made it to the state competition, and all four children were going to be in 
the spring play at school. What an exciting few months we had planned!! 
 
As we all know now, Spring 2020 has looked entirely different than we had hoped it would. 
Eight weeks ago, I lost my dad unexpectedly. My heart hurts to write those words, and it’s still 
hard for me to believe that it’s true. This, in and of itself, would have made the past two months 
the most difficult that I have ever been through. But shortly after, due to growing concerns 
about coronavirus, Dave and I made the decision to cancel his birthday party, as well as our 
family’s Spring Break trip. Then, school was cancelled, along with state competitions and the 
spring play. Instead of traveling internationally, practicing for the school play, and competing 
with other students from across the state, the kids and I have spent the past four weeks at 
home. The past two months have been difficult and disappointing, looking nothing like we had 
planned, or hoped.  
 
During times of trial and tribulation, feelings of hope may be replaced with disappointment or 
discouragement. It’s all too easy to let our frustrations, disappointments, and anxieties dictate 
our thoughts, words, and actions. Hope can feel lost. But drawing close to the promises of 
God, even in the darkest times, provides hope. As Christians, Paul urges us to “glory in 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.” Romans 5:3-4.  
 
There is nothing wrong with feeling sorrow, pain, or grief in the midst of a difficult trial. But 
through our pain, we can be comforted by our hope in the promises of God. In 2nd Corinthians 
4:17-18, Paul said our “affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” Our hope is not in a trouble-free life, but in a trouble-free 
eternity. And thank goodness, this “hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us” Romans 5:5. 
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Friends, if you find yourself in the midst of a difficult season full of trial and tribulation, I urge 
you to “rejoice in the hope of the Glory of God” Romans 5:2. In this way, we can view the trials 
and tribulations today as temporary moments in our Christian walk toward perseverance, 
character, and a hope that does not disappoint.  
     
QUERY:  Do I have hope in anxious times? Do I get discouraged too quickly?  
 
PRAYER:  Great and loving God, life is full of trials and trouble. Help me to have hope in the 
 midst of sorrow and peace in the tumult of life. You are always good. May my heart 
 be at peace in your faithfulness. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
� Friday, April 24 | REPENTANCE AND HUMILITY 
   
Our Lord was crucified on a Friday. Christians all over the world spend Friday as a day of 
humility, prayer, confession and fasting. Take time to meditate on these passages about 
repentance: 
 
 

• “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out.” -Acts 3:19 
 

• “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance.” -2 Peter 3:9 

 

• “From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’” -Matthew 4:17b 

 

• “Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.” -Matthew 3:8 
 
 
 
� Saturday, April 25 | OPEN YOUR HEART TO SCRIPTURE 
  
 
Tomorrow’s (4/26/20) sermon is from 1 Peter 1:3-5. Spend time prayerfully considering this 
passage. Pray that God would open your heart to the wisdom and insight of His Word.  
 

3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”  
 
 
 

 
� Sunday, April 26 | PILGRIM PEOPLE: “THE TRIAL IS AN OPPORTUNITY” 
 

 
The Sermon Outline for April 26th will be included in next week’s mailing and will also be 
posted along with Pastor Dave’s online sermon video at www.prfriends.org. 


