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Pilgrim People 
1st Peter 

 
 
 
This week we are going to be begin a new series called 
“Pilgrim People” which will take us through the New 
Testament epistle, 1st Peter. We’re going to spend several 
weeks listening to Peter’s counsel to a small church trying 
to remain faithful in anxious times. Peter’s church 
persisted in a hostile society and suffered persecution 
from every corner. Through it all, Peter taught them to 
remain faithful despite their struggles.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

G U I D A N C E   F O R   D E V O T I O N S 
 
 

• Spend a few moments in prayerful preparation, turning all your thoughts to God and 
His Word. 

• Focus your heart and mind on the Holy Spirit, asking God to give you wisdom and 
insight into His Word. 

• Read the Scripture passage slowly and deliberately. 
• Read the devotion with an open heart. 
• Use the queries as a method of close self-examination. “Test your heart” (Psalm 26:2). 
• Each devotion includes an opportunity to “Act” on the lesson of the scripture and 

devotion throughout your day. 
• Close with the prayer provided and/or one from your heart. 
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� Monday, April 13, 2020: “Peter the Apostle” (by Pastor Dave) 
 
 Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 1:1-2 

Key passage:  1 Peter 1:1  “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ…”  
 
The letter starts simple enough, typical of an ancient form of communication. The writer’s 
name is at the beginning as opposed to our modern form, where we put the name as the 
salutation. In the first word of this ancient epistle, we hear a name that carries so much weight, 
then and now, among God’s people: Peter.  
 
Let’s pause for a moment and consider the long, strange trip that brought Peter to the place 
where he could pick up a pen and write the audacious phrase: “Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ.”  
 
Peter was pulled from the obscure life of a fisherman on the northern shore of Galilee when he 
responded to the call of Jesus, “come, follow me.” The first to answer the call, Peter also 
became the de-facto leader and spokesman for the disciples. He was usually first in line to 
respond to Jesus, for better or worse. He tried to walk on water (Matthew 14:28-31), witnessed 
the transfiguration and (foolishly) wanted to build a tabernacle on the site (Matthew 17:1-13), 
and was the first to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah (Matthew 16:17-19). Peter professed 
an undying devotion to Jesus at the Last Supper and later that evening drew a sword in 
defense of Jesus. But when crunch time came, Peter was gone, “warming himself by a fire” 
(John 18:18) a safe distance from the Cross.  
 
Here we come to the precipice; the most significant aspect of Peter’s life and ministry. Peter 
wholeheartedly received Jesus, vowing to defend Him unto death. He was appalled at the 
notion that Jesus would be betrayed. But when Jesus was arrested and crucified, Peter made 
tracks. He betrayed His Lord. Peter knew that Jesus was the Messiah and fled anyway.  
 
But the gospel story is not about betrayal, it is about restoration. Every one of us has forsaken 
God. We are all sinners, each of us stained with iniquity. This we all hold in common. Yet God, 
in His great love, does not hold these sins against us (2 Corinthians 5:19), but welcomes us 
into His good graces through Jesus Christ.  
 
This is what happened to Peter. After the resurrection, Jesus met Peter again on a seaside 
and they broke bread together. The Savior who called him to discipleship was not restoring 
Peter to fellowship. Peter the betrayer was welcomed once more into the good graces of 
Jesus. 
 
Surely Peter quivered as he put pen to paper and wrote: “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.” 
Perhaps the long, winding story of affection, confession, denial and restoration rang through 
his mind as he wrote those words. The good news is that Peter’s story is ours too. For, “while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us…” (Romans 5:8) and “God made Him who had no sin 
to be sin for us, so that we might become His righteousness (1 Corinthians 5:21).” 
 
QUERY:  Am I truly grateful for God’s unending mercy? Do I acknowledge my sins and strive to 
 live a holy life? 
 
 

PRAYER:  Almighty God, who founded the church on the confession, ‘you are the Christ, the Son 
 of the Living God,’ in your mercy, welcome me into your good graces, forgive me of my 
 many sins and lead me to a life worthy of my calling. Amen.  
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� Tuesday, April 14, 2020: “Elect of God” (by Pastor Dave) 
 
 Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 1:1-2 

Key passage:  1 Peter 1:1b 
 

“To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia and Bithynia…”  

 
The word “elect” stands out in the first verse of 1st Peter. We tend to associate that word with 
“elections,” how we choose our elected officials. But the Biblical idea is much deeper, 
signifying God’s choice of a people to carry His gospel into the world. 
 
Have you ever been chosen for something important? Some of the happiest occasions in my 
life are when I was “chosen” among many for something special.  
 
I was chosen as captain of the wrestling team in high school. Emily chose me to be her 
husband (thank goodness!). Gordon-Conwell chose to allow me in their doctoral program. 
Poplar Ridge chose me to have the privilege of serving as their pastor. I hope everyone knows 
the pleasure of being chosen for something special.  
 
A recurring theme throughout scripture is God’s choice of the Hebrew people to be His people. 
They were the chosen people, called out among the nations to live according to His special 
revelation. The Jews alone would enjoy the Law, prophecies and tabernacle rituals of the One, 
True God. Among God’s chosen people, there would rise a Messiah who would extend God’s 
covenant with the entire world. We know this promise was fulfilled in the birth, ministry, death 
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. He is the Christ, the anointed Messiah who revealed 
God’s love and law with the entire world!  
 
Those who follow Christ are God’s elect. The Jews were once the chosen people, but now 
God’s elect is the church. Peter says as much later in the epistle:  
 
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, by now you have received mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10) 
 
Friends, in Christ we are the Church! We are God’s chosen. We have been called together by 
the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit and for a grand purpose - “for obedience to Jesus Christ 
by the sprinkling of His blood!” What a joy and blessing to know that we are the “elect” of God, 
chosen to declare His praise in the world!  
 
 
QUERY:   Do I deem it a privilege to be part of a church family? How can I use my gifts and 
 talents to strengthen my church family at Poplar Ridge? 
 
PRAYER:   Lord Jesus, it is a privilege to be part of a church family. Help me to enjoy your 
 Presence in the company of believers. Keep our church on mission and close to 
 Your desire. Amen. 
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� Wednesday, April 15, 2020:  VIDEO BIBLE STUDY (by Brian Donley) 
  
 Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 7 

 

 
Go to www.prfriends.org to hear a video Bible lesson by Brian Donley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� Thursday, April 16, 2020: “Love in Christian Fellowship” (by Aric Johnson) 
 
 Scripture Reading: Acts 2:40-47 
 Key passage: vss. 44-45 
 

 “ 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and 
 possessions to give to anyone who had need.”  
 
 

As a child, I must have heard “Sharing is Caring” a million times. I’ve probably said the same 
thing to my kids at least another million. Of course, like a typical old adage, I never paid mind 
to its meaning. 
 
In Acts, as we read about the fellowship of the believers, it’s said they shared everything, sold 
their possessions, and gave to those in need. God reminds us in Timothy 6:6-8 that we come 
into this life with nothing, and we leave it without earthly possession. All through the Bible, 
though, we’re reminded of the one thing we can take with us - love.  
 
Love is the currency of life. God loves us, and asks us to love Him, and to love one another 
(Leviticus 19:18). How do we do that? We do that by sharing of ourselves. We show our 
friends that we love them by sharing our time, experiences, and thoughts with them. We share 
our skills and knowledge when they need it. We share our love of God with them, as He acts in 
our lives. In verse 45, the believers following the apostles sold their possessions and property 
to help those in need. Does that mean we should clear out all we have and give everything to 
the poor? I don’t think it does. God is, however, calling on us to consider our possessions. 
When we’re given an opportunity to love on ourselves, we should love on our neighbors and 
help those in need too.  
     
QUERY:  Are you giving of yourself to your community? Have you shown the same love to 
 those in need that you’ve shown yourself?  
 
ACT:   Reach out to a member of your community and show them some love! That can be 
 using your skills to build a house with Habitat for Humanity, video chatting with 
 someone in a nursing home, teaching a friend something, or sharing the way God 
 has moved in your life.  
 
PRAYER:  Almighty God, you’ve shrouded me in your love. Help me share that love with my 
 community. Guide me in being an instrument of your love in my community. Amen. 
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� Friday, April 17, 2020  |  REPENTANCE AND HUMILITY 
   
 
Our Lord was crucified on a Friday. Christians all over the world spend Friday as a day of 
humility, prayer, confession and fasting. Take time to meditate on Paul’s lament from 
Romans 7:21-25… 
 

“ 21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with 
me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at 
work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of 
the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue 
me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s 
law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.” 

 
 
 
 
� Saturday, April 18, 2020  |  OPEN YOUR HEART TO SCRIPTURE 
  
 
Tomorrow’s (4/19/20) sermon is from 1 Peter 1:1-2. Spend time prayerfully considering 
this passage. Pray that God would open your heart to the wisdom and insight of His Word.  
 

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout 
the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have 
been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with 
his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.” 
 

 
 
� Sunday, April 19, 2020 | “PILGRIM PEOPLE” SERMON SERIES 
 
 

The Sermon Outline for April 19th will be included in next week’s mailing and will also be 
posted along with Pastor Dave’s online sermon video at www.prfriends.org. 
 


