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Worship with Gladness 
Matthew 27:45-55 

 
This week we are going to consider what it means to worship. Most of us associate 
worship with an activity we do at church - we have a worship service. During worship,  
we center around the Word of God, sing praise to Him and are reminded of His unending 
mercy to us in Jesus Christ. Perhaps we take for granted the ease by which we can 
approach the throne of God (Hebrews 4:16).  
 
Under the Old Covenant, a series of rituals and sacrifices had to be made in order to 
worship God. As we will see this week, when Our Savior died on the Cross a curtain was 
torn in the Temple, which means His Holiness is accessible to all those who call on the 
most precious Name of Jesus.  
 
This week, read and carefully consider Matthew 27:45-55. As we consider the torn curtain 
in the temple, let's be reminded that we can worship God through the Presence of the Holy 
Spirit, made possible through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
Guidance for Devotions: 
 

• Spend a few moments in prayerful preparation, turning all your thoughts to God and 
His Word. 

• Focus your heart and mind on the Holy Spirit, asking God to give you wisdom and 
insight into His Word. 

• Read the Scripture passage slowly and deliberately. 
• Read the devotion with an open heart. 
• Use the queries as a method of close self-examination. “Test your heart” (Psalm 26:2). 
• Each devotion includes an opportunity to “Act” on the lesson of the scripture and 

devotion throughout your day. 
• Close with the prayer provided and/or one from your heart. 
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� Monday, March 30, 2020:  “THE TORN CURTAIN” 
 
 Scripture Reading: Matthew 27:45-51 

Key passage:  vs. 51 
 

“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom…”  
 
The temple was the center of life, ethics and worship for the Jews. Everything in Jewish life, in 
one way or another, orbited around the temple. Centuries before Jesus, God revealed the 
temple complex to the Hebrews in the form of a tabernacle. The structure was less ornate, but 
contained the same series of outer and inner courts and furnishings. Everyone, Jews and 
Gentiles were allowed in the outer courts of the temple. But as you proceeded inward, most 
were excluded. Only priests were allowed in the Holy place, which included symbols of God’s 
Presence among His people. The centerpiece of the temple was the Holy of Holies, a room so 
sacred a priest could enter just once a year to perform one ritual and only after proper 
cleansing.  
 
Separating the Holy place from the Holy of Holies was a large, thick curtain which hung from 
the ceiling to the floor. Beyond this veil was the glory of God. Should anyone enter, the 
majesty of God would be so overwhelming they would die on the spot. It was in the Holy of 
Holies that once a year the blood of an innocent animal was sprinkled on the Ark of the 
Covenant as a way to make amends to God. This sprinkling served as an atoning sacrifice for 
Hebrew people so their sins would be forgiven. 
 
When Jesus died on the Cross and thereby willingly “gave up His Spirit” (vs. 50), it marked a 
culminating moment in our salvation story. His death fulfilled the promises of God to bring a 
perfect sacrifice, not just for the Jewish people, but for the entire world. It is right that this 
moment is marked by earth-shaking (literally) signs and wonders. We are told that the earth 
shook, rocks split open and the dead arose (vss. 51-52); each was an appropriate symbol from 
God who is initiating a new, long-promised covenant with the world.  
 
Amidst the tumult and rumblings at the moment of Jesus’ death, Matthew tells us that the 
“curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” (vs. 51). The gospel writer does not 
feel the need to elaborate on that moment, assuming that his readers would recognize the 
significance of that event.  
 
In the tearing of the curtain, the symbolism is potent. The Holy of Holies once confined the 
Presence of God to a chosen people, the Jews. Now, everyone is welcome to know and enjoy 
God. Not through ritual sacrifice, but by calling on the Name of Jesus. What a privilege that we 
can come into the Presence of God! All this is made possible when Jesus died on the Cross, 
forever tearing the curtain.  
 
QUERY:  Do I enjoy God in worship? Am I truly grateful for the opportunity to worship God 
 without burdensome rituals and empty sacrifices? Do I appreciate how the curtain 
 was torn, making God accessible to me and the Church? 
 
 

ACT:   Recall a time when you felt and enjoyed the Holy Spirit in worship. Take a few 
 minutes of gratitude, thanking God for making Himself known to you. 
 
 

PRAYER:  Lord Jesus, thank you for giving your life on the Cross. Because of your sacrifice, the 
 curtain is torn and I am able to enjoy the Presence of God. I do not want to take this 
 gift for granted. Help me to treasure you in worship. Amen.  
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� Tuesday, March 31, 2020:  “HE CAME TO US” 
 
 Scripture Reading - Philippians 2:5-11 

Key passage:  vs. 51 
 

“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom…”  
 
There are precious few details regarding the tearing of the curtain. The gospel writer Matthew 
assumed that his readers understood the significance of such a moment. After all, as we read 
yesterday, the tearing of the curtain marked a seminal moment in salvation history. The glory 
of God will proceed over the entire earth, no longer just for the Jewish people, but for all 
nations.  
 
Yet Matthew does give a significant detail he wants the readers to know. When the curtain was 
torn, it was from “top to bottom” (vs. 51). Why would Matthew offer this nuance? Why is it 
significant that the curtain was not torn from bottom to top?  
 
First, Matthew is noting the miraculous nature of the torn curtain. The curtain was several 
inches thick and several feet high. Matthew is noting that the action of tearing the curtain was 
not on the part of human actors, who were cutting, ripping and sawing the curtain away at the 
moment of Jesus’ death. Rather, it was one fell swoop. An act of God marking the New 
Covenant.  
 
Second, and perhaps more significant, it was another display of God’s movement toward us. 
The curtain was ripped from top to bottom. Matthew could just as well have said, “it was torn 
from heaven to earth.” This is yet another sign of God acting upon the world. Every gift, mercy, 
grace and revelation we enjoy from God comes from Him. He is the source. He is the provider. 
Like manna falling from heaven, God provides for His people.  
 
Why can we enjoy the wonder of Creation? Because God gave it to us. 
Why do we have the Scriptures, the written revelation of God? Because God gave it to us. 
Why can we enjoy the Presence of the Holy Spirit? Because God gave it to us. 
Why are we afforded grace? Because God gave it to us. 
Because while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).  
 
Everything we enjoy from God comes from Him, “top to bottom.” It is not as though we can 
summon His blessings by good deeds or precise rituals. He gives as He pleases.  
 
The greatest “top to bottom” act of God is sending His Son Jesus. As we read in Philippians 
2:5-11, Jesus was seated in His rightful place of glory. Yet He descended to us, taking on 
every burden of our human condition and enduring the humiliation of the Cross (Philippians 
2:8). Jesus is the final, conclusive gift of God. He came from everlasting glory (the top!) to join 
us in a sin-shattered world (the bottom!).  
 
QUERY: Do I appreciate that all my blessings come from God? Do I think that I can somehow 
 conjure my own blessings by living a “good” life? 
 
 

ACT: Take 10 minutes to pray and meditate on James 1:17: “Every good and perfect gift is 
 from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights.” Make a list of at 
 least five blessings in your life.  
 
 

PRAYER: Thank you Lord for your many gifts. Everything I enjoy in life comes from you. Thank 
 you for coming to us in the Person of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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� Wednesday, April 1, 2020:  “CHRIST OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST” 
  
 Video Bible study from Pastor Brian Donley 
 Scripture Reading:  Hebrews 9 
 
 Go to www.prfriends.org and find a video lesson from Pastor Brian Donley!  
 
 
 

 
 
� Thursday, April 2, 2020:  “CHRIST IS LIKE SUNLIGHT” (by John Piper) 
 
 Scripture Reading - Hebrews 1:3  
 

 “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature.” 
 
Jesus relates to God the way radiance relates to glory, or the way the rays of sunlight relate to 
the sun. 
 
Keep in mind that every analogy between God and natural things is imperfect and will distort if 
you press it. Nevertheless, consider for example, 
 
1. There is no time that the sun exists without the beams of radiance. They cannot be 

separated. The radiance is co-eternal with the glory. Christ is co-eternal with God the 
Father. 

 
2. The radiance is the glory radiating out. It is not essentially different from the glory. 

Christ is God standing forth as separate but not essentially different from the Father. 
 
3. Thus the radiance is eternally begotten, as it were, by the glory — not created or made. 

If you put a solar-activated calculator in the sunlight, numbers appear on the face of the 
calculator. These, you could say, are created or made by the sun, but they are not what 
the sun is. But the rays of the sun are an extension of the sun. So Christ is eternally 
begotten of the Father, but not made or created. 

 
4. We see the sun by means of seeing the rays of the sun. So we see God the Father by 

seeing Jesus. The rays of the sun arrive here about eight minutes after they leave the 
sun, and the round ball of fire that we see in the sky is the image — the exact 
representation — of the sun; not because it is a painting of the sun, but because it is 
the sun streaming forth in its radiance. 

 
So I commend this great Person to you that you might trust in him and love him and worship 
him. He is alive and sitting at the right hand of God with all power and authority and will one 
day come in great glory. He has that exalted place because he is himself God the Son, “the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature.” 
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� Friday, April 3, 2020:  “REPENTANCE AND HUMILITY” 
  
 Our Lord was crucified on a Friday. Christians all over the world spend Friday as a  
 day of humility, prayer, confession and fasting. Take time to meditate on Psalm 51,  
 a song of repentance from David…  
 
“1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know 
my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and 
done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. 
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 8 Let me 
hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins and 
blot out all my iniquity. 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of 
your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13 Then I will teach transgressors your 
ways, so that sinners will turn back to you. 14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you 
who are God my Savior, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 15 Open my lips, Lord, and 
my mouth will declare your praise. 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not 
take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, you, God, will not despise. 18 May it please you to prosper Zion, to build up the walls of 
Jerusalem. 19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, in burnt offerings offered 
whole; then bulls will be offered on your altar.” 
 
 
 
� Saturday, April 4, 2020:  OPEN YOUR HEART TO SCRIPTURE 
 
 Tomorrow’s sermon (April 5th) is from Matthew 27:50-55. Spend time prayerfully 
 considering this passage. Pray that God would open your heart to the wisdom and 
 insight of His Word.  
 
Matthew 27:50-55 
 

“ 50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the 
tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came 
out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all 
that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 55 Many 
women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his 
needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 
mother of Zebedee’s sons.” 
 

 
 
� Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 | Sunday Sermon: “THE CURTAIN IS TORN!” 
 
 The Sermon Outline for April 5th will be included in next week’s mailing and will also be 
 posted along with Pastor Dave’s online sermon video at www.prfriends.org. 


