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The Godly Life 
 

1 Peter 2:11 - 3:7 (NIV) 
 
 
As we continue through 1st Peter, our theme this week 
is: The Godly Life. Last week we talked about 
“sanctification,” a fancy word for the process of 
becoming Holy. The call to “Be Holy” deals with the 
inner life of the believer and their inclination to live 
according to the desire of God.  
 

This week, the sermon will consider “The Godly Life” and our attempt to please God in all 
our interactions with others. It is one thing to pursue holiness on our own. It is another to 
please God in all our relationships! What does a Godly life look like at home, work and in 
relation to our government. These are big questions and we’re thankful the Word provides 
guidance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
G U I D A N C E   F O R   D E V O T I O N S 

 
 

• Spend a few moments in prayerful preparation, turning all your thoughts to God and 
His Word. 

• Focus your heart and mind on the Holy Spirit, asking God to give you wisdom and 
insight into His Word. 

• Read the Scripture passage slowly and deliberately. 
• Read the devotion with an open heart. 
• Use the queries as a method of close self-examination. “Test your heart” (Psalm 26:2). 
• Each devotion includes an opportunity to “Act” on the lesson of the scripture and 

devotion throughout your day. 
• Close with the prayer provided and/or one from your heart. 
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� Monday, May 11 | “The Church as a Holy Priesthood” (by Cameron Allen) 
 
 Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:9-10 (ESV) 
 

9 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 

 
What does it mean to you to be a “Christian?” Common answers might include having a 
relationship with Jesus, going to Church, being baptized, tithing, being a “good” person, the list 
goes on, but being a “priest” isn’t something you hear very often.   
 
Peter is drawing a thread through all of scripture that finds its beginnings in God’s covenant 
with Abram where God calls Abram to leave everything he has and follow Him (sound familiar) 
and He will make out of Abram a great nation.  
 
“And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing...and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:2-3)  
 
The thread continues on to when God leads His people out of Egyptian bondage and makes 
another covenant with them.  
 
“…and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words that you 
shall speak to the people of Israel.” (Exodus 19:6 ESV) 
 
Priests played a major role in the Levitical system. They were necessary to facilitate a 
relationship between God and His people. If we look a few verses back, to verse 5 we see 
Peter drawing another line back to the Old Testament concept of priestly intersession.  
 
“…you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:5)  
 
Do we as 21st century western Christians recognize this biblical command? Being a priest is 
not a once-a-week job. It is a far cry from sporadic Sunday attendance or an abdication of our 
duties to the professional clergy. It is a life of worship, interceding for the lost, offering up our 
lives as a sacrifice to God, and proclaiming the excellencies of Him who called us out of 
darkness into His marvelous light.   
 
As God’s church, we need to ask ourselves, are we building God’s kingdom or our own? Are 
we interested in His priorities or do we put our own first? Are we “doing church” our way?  
 
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” (Psalm 127:1)  

 
PRAYER:  Father, help me to see situations in my life, my relationships, my social sphere,  
  my work environment as opportunities to make spiritual sacrifices pleasing to you. 
  Help me to not divide my life into the secular and divine, but help me to have the 
  boldness and determination to see all as service in your temple. May you indeed 
  bless the nations through your royal priesthood. Father, establish the work of our 
  hands. Amen.  
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� Tuesday, May 12 | “The Yoke” (by Karen Pledger) 
 
 Scripture Reading: Matthew 11:28-30 

 

 28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 
 yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
 for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we look at these verses, the first phrase, “Come to me,” leaps out as Jesus pleads for 
us to come to Him. He includes everyone. Now who of us is not weary and burdened? 
How do we stay safe with the COVID-19 virus lurking around every aisle at the grocery 
store? Am I going to be able to pay my rent or mortgage? Now these kids are home! Not 
only do we feed and entertain, but we have to educate! No church services! How do we 
cope? 
 
In Moses’ time, the law was individually oppressive, focusing on actions. There was no 
sharing or caring. Then Jesus came… and He invites us to take His yoke. 
 
A yoke is a way of harnessing two animals to pull a heavy load or plow fields. The burden 
is shared and much more efficient. Jesus invites us to take His yoke. How do we take His 
yoke?  Following Him! Serving and caring for others as He does! Learning from Him by 
staying in our Bibles, applying His teachings to our daily lives, and praying. Jesus slips in 
beside us if we let Him and shares all of our burdens.   
 
Jesus describes Himself as gentle and humble in heart. His overwhelming love and 
compassion are seen as He hangs from the cross, paying for our sins. “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34) 
 
Twice in these passages, Jesus uses the term rest. He doesn’t want us to struggle alone. 
We are a “team.” He doesn’t want us to be anxious and worried; He wants us to know that 
whatever comes our way, He will share our load, pulling along beside us. 
 
 
PRAYER:  Lord Jesus, we are ever so thankful for Your love and plan of salvation. We 
 pray for the courage and boldness to tell others about You. We all are 
 burdened. We need gentleness, assurance, humbleness, and rest. Open our 
 eyes each day to Your will. In Christ’s name, Amen. 
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� Wednesday, May 13 | VIDEO BIBLE STUDY (by Brian Donley) 
 
Title: “Is There Really Anything New?” | Scripture: Ezekiel 36:22-28 
 

Go to www.prfriends.org to find this week’s video Bible lesson from Pastor Brian! 
 
 
 
 
� Thursday, May 14 | “Resist the Devil and Stand Firm” (by Mandy Luckey) 
 
 Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 5:8-11   
 

As a child, I remember always thinking of the “devil” as a horned-beast with fire all around him 
because I associated him with evil and hell. It isn’t a pleasant image to recall. As an adult who 
believes in Jesus Christ, especially in times such as these, it is abundantly clear that the horned 
devil of my childhood thoughts manifests itself in other, even more frightening ways. 
 
The devil is lurking very closely now because he knows that our spirits and our faith have likely 
been challenged. He lurks in mainstream and social media looking for a way to implant doubt in 
our believing hearts…to devour us.  
 
When life changes so abruptly, as it has for most of us, it can be human nature to take the easy 
way out. We give in to fear. We give in to doubt. We give in to temptation. We “give out” of 
steadfast faith. That is not holy living. 
 
The Bible directly instructs us to resist the devil, in whatever form he may take. “Resist him, 
standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings” (1 Peter 5:9). In times such as these we may be 
challenged and tempted to live an unholy life out of fear or doubt.  
 
That doesn’t have to be our result this time. We may not be able to worship in our building 
together, but we remain a family of believers who, at one point or another, have suffered the 
consequences of an unholy life. We can be in constant prayer for the hearts of our church family. 
We can hold one another accountable. We can lead by example and live a life that is holy and in 
the image of our Savior.  
 
“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a 
little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” - 1 Peter 5:10 
 
An unholy life doesn’t have to be a permanent life. We are called to live in eternity with Jesus…let’s 
live a life that shows it! 
 
 
 

QUERY:  Is my sin keeping me from living a holy life? Am I giving in to the devil and “giving out” 
 of faith?  
 
ACT: Write down the specific sins that burden your heart. Pray over those sins and ask God 
 to forgive them and restore you to holy living. 
 
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, you are the all-powerful guide and the light in my world. In times of 
 darkness, help me live a life that is pleasing to you in every way. Guard my heart 
 against the sin that wishes to devour me. Be present in the lives of my fellow  
 believers, giving them strength to lead a holy life. Amen. 
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� Friday, May 15 | REPENTANCE AND HUMILITY 
   
Our Lord was crucified on a Friday. Christians all over the world spend Friday as a day of 
humility, prayer, confession and fasting. Take time to meditate on Psalm 51, a song of 
repentance from David: 
 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are 
right in your verdict and justified when you judge. 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful 
from the time my mother conceived me. 6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the 
womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I 
will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and 
gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins and 
blot out all my iniquity. 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast 
spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from 
me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 
me. 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn back to you. 
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you who are God my Savior, and 
my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 15 Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will 
declare your praise. 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not 
take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. 18 May it please you to prosper Zion, to 
build up the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the 
righteous, in burnt offerings offered whole; then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

 
 
 
 
� Saturday, May 16 | OPEN YOUR HEART TO SCRIPTURE 
  
 
Tomorrow’s (5/17/20) sermon is from 1 Peter 2:11 - 3:7. Spend time prayerfully considering 
this passage. Pray that God would open your heart to the wisdom and insight of His Word. 
  

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the 
emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that 
by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free 
people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s 
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slaves. 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, 
honor the emperor. 
18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to 
those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it is 
commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they 
are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing 
wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 
commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
22 “He committed no sin, 
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he 
made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He 
himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live 
for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like 
sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls. 

3 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of 
them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior 
of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty 
should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the 
wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. 4 Rather, it should be that of your inner 
self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s 
sight. 5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in 
God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own 
husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. You are her 
daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 
7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat 
them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of 
life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 

 
 
 
 

 
� Sunday, May 17 | PILGRIM PEOPLE: “The Godly Life” 
 

 
The Sermon Outline for May 17th will be included in next week’s mailing and will also be 
posted along with Pastor Dave’s online sermon video at www.prfriends.org. 


