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Victory in Jesus! 
 
Our theme this week focuses on the victory of Jesus Christ over sin, death and evil. Our 
scripture reading, devotions, Bible study and Sunday sermon are tied to the idea of 
Victory in Jesus!  
 
Guidance for Devotions: 
 

• Spend a few moments in prayerful preparation, turning all your thoughts to God 
and His Word. 

• Focus your heart and mind on the Holy Spirit, asking God to give you wisdom 
and insight into His Word. 

• Read the Scripture passage slowly and deliberately. 
• Read the devotion with an open heart. 
• Use the queries as a method of close self-examination. “Test your heart”      

(Psalm 26:2). 
• Each devotion includes an opportunity to “Act” on the lesson of the scripture & 

devotion throughout your day. 
• Close with the prayer provided and/or one from your heart. 

 
 
 
 
� Monday, March 23, 2020  
 
 SEPARATION LEADS TO UNITY 
 Scripture Reading: Philemon 1:1-28 
 

Key passage:  vss. 15-16a 
 

“Perhaps the reason he has separated from you for a little while was that you might 
have him back forever - no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear 
brother.”  

 
I do not like being separated from my church family. Not one bit. Sunday is my favorite day of 
the week. Starting on Monday, I begin to look forward to Sunday. Our church gatherings for 
worship, study and fellowship is a knot that ties together my week. Whenever I miss a Sunday 
for sickness or travel, I always feel out of whack.  
 
Though our time of separation is difficult, it is nothing compared to a slave named Onesimus. 
Mentioned only three times in the New Testament, not much is known about Onesimus. Here’s 
what we do know: he was a slave in the household of Philemon, who hosted a church in his 
home. Onesimus ran away to Rome, met Paul and became a Christian. In an oft-overlooked 
little letter in the New Testament (Philemon), Paul is trying to convince Philemon to welcome 
Onesimus back home and into the church.  
 
Paul knows the turmoil and division of this conflict. Onesimus’ separation caused a lot of 
trouble. But Paul hints that this separation can lead to something much better: a newfound unity 
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among enemies. The church is wounded, but God can make victory rise out of ashes of conflict. 
The separation can lead to something far better.  
 
As we begin this unique time of separation from one another, let’s remain hopeful that God is 
using this season for a greater purpose. Onesimus had to be separate for a while so the church 
“might have him back forever.” God was working in their separation. So too, I am praying that 
God will use this time as a way to refresh and renew our bond as a church family.  
 
QUERY:  Am I a faithful member of God’s church? Am I seeking genuine fellowship with my 
 brothers and sisters in Christ? Do I encourage my brothers and sisters in Christ in a 
 closer walk with Him? 
 

ACT:   Review the Prayer Ministry list and pray for every person. 
 

PRAYER:  Almighty God, we miss our church family during this time of separation. Please use 
 this time to strengthen our bond as a family of believers. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
� Tuesday, March 24, 2020  
 
 THE FIRST GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 Scripture Reading - Genesis 3:1-24 
 

Key passage:  Genesis 3:15 
 

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  

 
When you open your Bible to the first two chapters, everything is going just fine. Creation is 
perfect and ordered, the Artist rightly calls it “good.” (Genesis 1). Then God the Creator places 
Adam and Eve in a bountiful garden to enjoy. The world, once a fluid, chaotic mess, now teems 
with life that gives God His rightful praise and adoration (Genesis 2).  
 
And then it all falls apart (Genesis 3).  
 
Satan, the ancient enemy (Revelation 12:9) slithers in and compels others to join his rebellion. 
Our parents were duped by Satan’s lies. They were also willing accomplices. They ate the 
forbidden fruit and a war has raged ever since. After the Fall Adam and Eve, and all the 
generations that follow, are subject to the captivity of sin. In Eden, Satan took the high ground in 
the war. Instead of the harmony God intended for His creation, humanity is now subject to the 
captivity of the enemy.  
 
But before Satan can make off with his spoils, God offers good news - a gospel message. God 
tells Satan that he will be defeated in good time. God will fight the battle through the offspring of 
Eve and crush Satan’s head. Satan will “strike his heel” but ultimately lose the war.  
 
Theologians call Genesis 3:15 the “protoevangelium” (“first gospel”), the first prophecy in 
scripture about the ministry of Jesus. We know that Jesus defeated Satan on the Cross and that 
we are no longer captive to the slavery of sin (Romans 6:15-23). To be sure, Jesus was 
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wounded, His “heel” was struck. But even fatal wounds could not hold Christ our Savior. We 
sing with hearts lifted high… “The grave could not keep him, death could not hold him!” On the 
first Easter, Christ arose victorious and set the captives free!  
 
QUERY: Do I live as though I have been set free from the captivity of sin? Am I truly grateful 
 for the victory accomplished at Calvary? 
 

ACT: Make a list of (at least) five blessings in your life.  
 

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, I was once a slave to sin, but now I am set free. Help me to be grateful 
 for my freedom and live in a way that honors the sacrifice made for me at Calvary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
� Wednesday, March 25, 2020  
 
 MORE THAN CONQUERORS   
 Video Bible study from Pastor Brian Donley 
 Scripture Reading:  Romans 8:31-39 
 
 Go to www.prfriends.org and find a video lesson from Pastor Brian Donley!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
� Thursday, March 26, 2020  
 
 MAKE SATAN KNOW HIS DEFEAT (by John Piper, from “Resist the Devil!”) 
 Scripture Reading - Matthew 12 
 

 Key passage:  James 4:7  
 

 “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 
 
The more real Satan appears in our day — the more obviously active — the more precious the 
victory of Christ will become to those who trust him. The New Testament teaches that when 
Christ died and rose again, Satan was decisively defeated. A time of limited freedom is granted 
to him, but his power against God’s people is broken and his destruction is sure. 
 
▪ “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.” (1 John 3:8) 
▪ “[Christ] himself likewise partook of the same things [flesh and blood], that through death 

he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil.” (Hebrews 2:14) 
▪ “[God] disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing 

over them in him.” (Colossians 2:15) 
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In other words, the decisive blow was struck at Calvary. And one day, when Satan’s time of 
limited freedom is over, Revelation 20:10 says, “The devil . . . [will be] thrown into the lake of 
fire . . . and will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” 
 
What does this mean for those of us who follow Jesus Christ? 
 
▪ “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”           

(Romans 8:1) 
▪ “Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies!” (Romans 8:33) 
▪ “[Neither] angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38–39) 

▪ “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) 
▪ “They [the saints] have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

testimony.” (Revelation 12:11) 
 
Therefore, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you!” He has been defeated, and we have 
been given victory. Our task now is to live in that victory and make Satan know his defeat. 
 
QUERY:  Are there sins you have allowed to take a foothold in your walk with Christ? Do you 
 seek holiness in your thoughts, conduct, behavior and attitude?  
 

ACT:  Probe your heart, take stock of your walk with Christ and take a few moments to 
 confess your sins to God. 
 

PRAYER:  Jesus you defeated Satan at the Cross! Help me to flee from him every day and seek 
 the righteous, narrow path. Amen.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
� Friday, March 27, 2020  
 
 REPENTANCE AND HUMILITY  
 

 Our Lord was crucified on a Friday. Christians all over the world spend Friday as a day of 
 humility, prayer, confession and fasting. Take time to meditate on Psalm 51, a song of 
 repentance from David…  
 
“1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 Against you, you only, 
have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified 
when you judge. 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 8 Let me 
hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins 
and blot out all my iniquity. 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me. 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to 
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me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13 Then I will teach 
transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn back to you. 14 Deliver me from the guilt of 
bloodshed, O God, you who are God my Savior, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 
15 Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise. 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, 
or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 My sacrifice, O God, is a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, you, God, will not despise. 18 May it please you to 
prosper Zion, to build up the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the 
righteous, in burnt offerings offered whole; then bulls will be offered on your altar.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
� Saturday, March 28, 2020  
 
 OPEN YOUR HEART TO SCRIPTURE 
 

 Tomorrow’s sermon (March 29th) is from Colossians 2:13-15. Spend time prayerfully 
 considering this passage. Pray that God would open your heart to the wisdom and insight 
 of His Word.  
 
Colossians 2:13-15 
 

“13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you[a] 
alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the 
cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross.” 
 
 
 

 
 
� Sunday, March 29, 2020  
 
 Sunday Sermon:  CHRIST THE VICTOR 
 

 The Sermon Outline will be posted along with our video at www.prfriends.org.  
 


