
User Agreement
Orange gladly grants permission to churches, schools, and other licensees to tailor 252 Basics® materials to fit their unique leadership requirements, locale and format preferences, and physical environment needs. However, if you wish to edit the 
content substantively, including Bible stories, learning activities, scripts, and any other content in which biblical principles and concepts are presented, you are obligated to do so within the doctrinal guidelines we’ve expressed in our Statement of 
Faith. These resources are intended to be downloaded and printed for use by the subscribing entity only and may not be electronically transferred to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities. Any unauthorized reproduction of this material 
or incorporation into a new work is a direct violation of US copyright laws. ©2013 Orange. All rights reserved. 252 Basics® and the 252 Basics® logo are trademarks of Orange. ©2013 Orange. All rights reserved. www.whatisorange.org/252basics

©2013 The reThink Group, Inc. 
All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

Curriculum Materials for 2nd and 3rd Grades

Chief Executive 
Officer

Reggie Joiner
 

Creative 
Team

Kristen Ivy
Cara Martens
Elizabeth Hansen
Brandon O’Dell
Greg Payne
Phil Pierce
Dan Scott
Jon Williams

Contributing 
Writers

Lori Chergosky
Emily Meredith
Abbey McCormack
Julie Tiemann
Mike Tiemann
Jill Turner

Copy 
Editors

Elloa Davis
Jennifer Davis
Dana Wilkerson

Illustrations &
Graphic Design

Mike Davis
Dan Scott
Brian Bascle
Joe Goode

Technical & 
Web Support

Hadley Brandt 

Orange 
Specialists

Amy Grisham
Joy Bowen
Abbey Carr
Becky Kizer
Misty Phillips
Stephanie Porter
Susan Richards
Courtney Templeton

WISDOM I need to make the wise choice.  
FAITH I can trust God no matter what. 
FRIENDSHIP I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

CREATE THE  
ENVIRONMENT:  
PHOBIA ISLAND!
For the month of September, we’re 

headed to Phobia Island, where 

anything can happen to help kids 

learn more about what God has to 

say about courage.

BEFORE KIDS LEAVE THE 5TH GRADE,  
WE WANT THEM TO UNDERSTAND 3 BASIC TRUTHS:



ABOUT 

GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He 

exists in three persons: God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

God is the Creator, so everything belongs 

to Him and is under His control. God is 

holy, so He is righteous, majestic, and 

loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, 

so He’s at work to bring about His will. No 

person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT 

THE BIBLE
God reveals Himself to us through the 

Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, and 

authoritative.

ABOUT 

PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for 

His pleasure. But everybody falls short of 

God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In 

other words, everyone has sinned. As a 

result, we are all separated from Him, even 

though He wants an intimate relationship 

with each of us.

ABOUT 

SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and 

lived on this earth, died, and rose again. 

God offers His free gift of salvation to all 

who believe in Jesus and accept Him as 

Savior—the only way to be forgiven and 

reconciled to God. Anyone who accepts 

this gift is adopted as a son or daughter 

into God’s family and will live with Him 

forever in heaven.

SMALL GROUP LEADER
One consistent leader for the same 

8-10 children all year

•  We suggest you start and end 

in small group so kids connect 

relationally with one leader and 

other similar-aged peers.

•  If you have multiple small groups 

meeting in one room, try using 

circle area rugs to give each group 

their own spot.

•  Offer as many of the activities as 

your time, space, and resources 

allow.
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COURAGE
Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid.

September | Week 4 | 2013 | Small Group 2-3

3

FOR LEADERS ONLY
GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN COURAGE AND GOD’S CHARACTER,

AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY

In the beginning of their relationship 

with Jesus, the disciples might not 

have been the most courageous 

bunch you’ve ever seen. Remember 

when the storm blew up and even 

the most seasoned fishermen woke 

Jesus in a panic (Mark 4)? But Jesus 

wasn’t scared. He knew the power 

and reliability of God. Time and again 

Jesus showed His disciples that God 

would provide whenever they needed 

Him. As they learned to trust God, the 

disciples’ courage grew—to the point 

that Peter and John boldly testified 

before the Jewish government (Acts 4) 

about Jesus’ life and resurrection.

Courage is being brave enough to 

do what you should do, even when 

you’re afraid. Peter and John were 

facing imprisonment—or worse—but 

they had courage to speak openly 

about Jesus because they knew God 

would give them the words they 

needed. We can also face potentially 

scary situations because we trust God 

will take care of us.

Courage is not the absence of fear 

but how you respond in the face of 

fear. When we approach situations, 

we can remember that God is bigger 

than anything we face. If we’re afraid 

we’ll be all alone, He will be with 

us. If we’re afraid we’re not good 

enough, He’ll provide the gifting we 

need. And when we can’t understand 

what’s going to happen, we can 

remember that God sees everything 

that’s happening and wants what’s 

best for us. Then we can move forward 

courageously.

This month, let’s think about how:

(1) God desires a relationship with us. 

Being courageous demonstrates trust 

and builds that relationship.

(2) The Bible challenges us to respond 

to life with courage even when what 

we face doesn’t make sense.

(3) As we trust God and show courage, 

we become more like Jesus who was 

brave enough to say and do what God 

asked—even when He faced death on 

the cross.

This week, we’re discovering:
In this week’s Bible story, 12 spies 

snuck into the land of Canaan 

(Numbers 13–14). Ten of them 

reported that they were afraid to 

attack the land, but Joshua and Caleb 

were the only two who spoke up and 

said God would provide a way for 

them to conquer the land.

Our Bottom Line is I can be brave 

even when others aren’t. Sometimes 

others will let their fear overcome 

them and keep them from doing what 

needs to be done. In those moments, 

we can still have courage because we 

know God will provide wherever He 

leads.

The monthly memory verse is: “When 

I’m afraid, I will trust in You.” 

Psalm 56:3 NIrV. Everyone is afraid 

of something. Sometimes, everyone 

is afraid of the same thing. In those 

moments, we can be the one to have 

courage because we remember our 

trust isn’t in our own ideas or strength. 

Our trust is in God.
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Curriculum Materials for K-5th Grades

BIBLE STORY

Men vs. Wild (Joshua and Caleb) • Numbers 13–14

BOTTOM LINE

I can be brave even when others aren’t.

MEMORY VERSE

“When I’m afraid, I will trust in you.”  

Psalm 56:3, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I need to make the wise choice.

PLUG IN
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES TO FOCUS THE ENERGY 

• Ideas for Early Arrivers

• You Shoulda Seen It!

POWER UP
INTERACTIVE LARGE GROUP EXPERIENCE  

TO ENGAGE THE HEART

• Opener

• Worship

• Bible story

• Prayer

• Closer

CATCH ON 
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES TO MAKE THE CONNECTION 

(CHOOSE TWO OR MORE OF THESE ACTIVITIES)

• Quick Acting 

• Brave Heroes

• Memory Toss

DISMISSAL
• Pray, share and reflect on today’s lesson before 

leaving

HERE’S A SNEAK PEEK OF WHAT YOU’LL BE DOING IN 
2ND AND 3RD GRADE THIS WEEK:

SEPT
WEEK 

4

4

COURAGE
Being brave enough 
to do what you 
should do, even 
when you’re afraid.

©2013 The reThink Group, Inc. 
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SMALL
GROUP

2-3



Being brave enough to do  

what you should do, even  

when you’re afraid.

COURAGE

September | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

5

GETTING READY

PLUG IN: FOCUS THE ENERGY (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
 • An offering container

You Shoulda Seen It!
 • “You Shoulda Seen It!” (Activity Page); cut the cards apart
 • Scissors
 • Paper
 • Markers

CATCH ON: MAKE THE CONNECTION (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do Activity #3. Activity #1 is particularly good for children who 
need to move in order to stay engaged. 

Quick Acting (application activity / review the Bible story / great for active learners)
 • Timer or stop watch

Brave Heroes (application activity)
 • Paper
 • Markers

Memory Toss (memory verse activity)
 • No supplies needed

Prayer
 • Paper
 • Pens

Additional Resources:
 • Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
 •  Give or tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. To find 

out more about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders.
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Being brave enough to do  

what you should do, even  

when you’re afraid.

Numbers 13–14

COURAGE

September | 2013 | SG 23

BIBLE STORY:

MEN VS. WILD

Apply
go and do

Impress
impress this upon their minds

Personalize 
a personal story from the heart

Recycle
important things to say over and over

Transition
making a transition from one 
leader to another

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

BOTTOM LINE: 

I can be brave even when others aren’t.

MEMORY VERSE: 

“When I’m afraid, I will trust in you.” 

Psalm 56:3, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I need to make the wise choice.

WEEK 

4

6

PLUG IN: FOCUS THE ENERGY
Focus the energy on today’s Bible story in a Small Group setting with an 
engaging discussion question and an interactive opening activity.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who 
might visit your group for the first time. Ask that God will help kids know when 
they should courageously stand up, even if others aren’t. Ask God to protect the 
kids who are courageous on their own. Pray the results will be favorable.

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
What You Need: No supplies needed

What You Do:
Ask kids what kinds of things they like to do with their friends. How is that different 
than what they like to do with their family or at school? Collect the offering.

What You Say:
“What things are better when you do them with a friend? What kinds of things 
would be impossible to do without someone else? What kinds of things wouldn’t 
be as much fun without someone there with you? There are a lot of things that 
are better with a friend or someone to do them with. In Large Group today, we 
will hear about two friends who did something really special together.”

2. YOU SHOULDA SEEN IT! 
What You Need: “You Shoulda Seen It!” (Activity Page), scissors, paper, markers

What You Do:
Help kids get into pairs. Show one kid in each pair a scenery picture without 
their partner seeing. Then, have the kid who saw the picture describe to the 
partner what they saw and have the partner try to draw it. Encourage kids to use 
lots of adjectives (give them examples as a reminder—tall, short, leafy, bright) 
to describe the colors and sizes and shapes of things. When the drawings are 
complete, compare the drawings to the original pictures. Repeat with the other 
partner and a new picture as time allows. 
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Being brave enough to do  

what you should do, even  

when you’re afraid.

COURAGE

September | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

7

 What You Say:
“Sometimes when you’ve seen something cool, it’s hard to describe just how cool it is to someone who hasn’t seen it. 

 Today in Large Group, we are going to hear about two guys who saw a place so wonderful, they knew it had 
to be from God.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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Being brave enough to do  

what you should do, even  

when you’re afraid.

COURAGE

September | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

8

CATCH ON: MAKE THE CONNECTION
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences 
through interactive activities and discussion questions.

1. QUICK ACTING (application activity / review the Bible story / great 
for active learners)
What You Need: Timer or stop watch

What You Do:
Review the Bible story as a group, talk about the important points. (Israelites 
had escaped, not yet at Promised Land. Other people living there, 12 men 
scout out land. Men find plentiful fruit and milk and honey; bring back branch 
of grapes so big it takes 2 to carry. Also find big scary army; don’t want to take 
the land. Joshua and Caleb stand up for God’s plan. God forgives Israelites for 
disobedience, but only Joshua and Caleb got to see Promised Land.) Have kids 
get into groups of three. Ask each group to have one person stand up while the 
other two sit and watch. Have the kid who is standing act out the Bible story in 
one minute. Then, have him sit down and have the second kid in each group 
stand up. Have the second kid act out the story in 30 seconds. Then, have the 
third kid in each group stand up. Have him act out the story in 15 seconds. You 
may need to help kids think of ways to cut their time in between rounds, such as 
not using full sentences, leaving out details, gesturing instead of explaining, etc. 

What You Say:
“Joshua and Caleb had to be brave when they went to explore a new land and 
also when they came back and told all their friends about the people who lived 
in the new land. They had courage and did what God told them to do, but it 
wasn’t easy. They trusted that God was on their side and knew He’d give them 

strength and courage.  (Tell kids about a time when someone you know or 

read about was brave.) Remember that  I can be brave even when others 
aren’t. When we do this, it will help us know how to live and we will grow like 
Jesus did.  This week, make the choice to be brave in front of others, 
even if you are the only one.”
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Numbers 13–14

BIBLE STORY:

MEN VS. WILD

Apply
go and do

Impress
impress this upon their minds

Personalize 
a personal story from the heart

Recycle
important things to say over and over

Transition
making a transition from one 
leader to another

BOTTOM LINE: 

I can be brave even when others aren’t.

MEMORY VERSE: 

“When I’m afraid, I will trust in you.” 

Psalm 56:3, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I need to make the wise choice.



Being brave enough to do  

what you should do, even  

when you’re afraid.

COURAGE

September | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

9
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2. BRAVE HEROES (application activity)
What You Need: paper, markers

What You Do:
Have kids partner up and draw a picture of someone brave with all the details except the head. Brainstorm all the 
ways a brave person would look—maybe strong or wearing a cape or wearing a badge or saving people or standing 
up to someone, etc. Then, have kids pass their paper to their partner. Have their partner draw the original artist’s (their 
partner’s) face on the brave person’s head.

What You Say:
“We often think of other people as being braver than we are, but the truth is anyone can be brave with God’s help.  

 Use these pictures as a reminder that you  can be brave even when others aren’t.”

* 3. MEMORY TOSS (memory verse activity)
What You Need: no supplies needed

What You Do:
Have kids say the verse in the following ways: At a normal pace while hopping on one foot, in fast forward while jogging 
in place, in a whisper while tiptoeing, shouting while crab walking, in slow motion while jogging in slow motion, and in a 
normal voice while walking backward. Let them help brainstorm other ways to say it. Then, ask kids to each choose one of 
these unique ways to say the verse, so everyone is saying the same verse but in different ways all at the same time. 

What You Say:
“No matter how you say it, it’s always true that we can trust God when we are afraid. In those times when it seems like 

everyone is doing their own thing instead of what God wants, remember that you  can be brave even when others 
aren’t.  When we’re around our friends this week, we can be brave and do the right thing, even if no one else is.”

PRAY AND DISMISS
What You Need: Paper, pens

What You Do: 
Ask kids to privately write down things they are afraid of (without writing their names). Then, instruct them to fold up their 
fears and place them in the bowl. They can write more than one thing if they want to. When everyone has placed at least 

one fear in the bowl, read them all aloud. Then tear up the papers in front of the kids and toss them in the air.  (Make 
sure you are also adding your own kid-appropriate fears.)



Being brave enough to do  

what you should do, even  

when you’re afraid.

COURAGE

September | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

10

What You Say:
“It can seem like you’re the only one who is afraid of something, but as we can see here, we all have things we are afraid 
of. If we trust God and pray to Him about what scares us, He will help us because He is bigger than anything we could ever 
be afraid of. That makes these fears look so little, so light.  If you get scared this week, imagine God taking that fear 
and stomping it out. (Stomp on the pieces leftover from the fears and invite the kids to do the same.) Remember as you 

come up against scary things that with God’s help,  I can be brave even when things seem impossible.”

Give each child a GodTime card. Pass out Parent CUE cards as adults arrive for pick-up.
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