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1.    There was a big famine in Bethlehem, so Naomi and her husband and two sons left 
Bethlehem and moved to Moab. But later, things got worse for Naomi, because her 
husband died. And after her sons married to women named Ruth and Orpah, her sons 
died too. So there Naomi was, far from home, without any real family left. Naomi had 
heard that things were better in Bethlehem, so she and her daughters-in-law packed 
up their stuff and left. But when they got out on the road to head to Bethlehem, Naomi 
stopped the other women and told them to go back to their own families. Bethlehem was 
her home, but it was not theirs, and she knew that they would be happier back with their 
families. Orpah said goodbye and returned to her family. Ruth said, “Don’t try to make me 
leave you and go back. Where you go I’ll go. Where you stay I’ll stay.” (Ruth 1:16, NIrV)

2.  So the two women headed to Bethlehem. Thankfully, they had arrived in Bethlehem at 
the time of the harvest. Ruth went to the fields to pick up the grain that the workers 
left behind as they harvested the barley. As it turned out, the field was owned by one 
of Naomi’s relatives—a very important man named Boaz. When Boaz saw Ruth and 
heard who she was, he was very impressed by her dedication to Naomi. “Don’t pick 
up grain in any other field. Don’t go anywhere else. … Walk behind the women who 
are gathering it. Pick up the grain that is left.” (Ruth 2:8-9, NIrV) Ruth was shocked at 
Boaz’s kindness to her, a stranger. But he went on to explain why he was taking such 
good care of her. “I’ve been told all about you. I’ve heard about everything you have 
done for your mother-in-law since your husband died. I know that you left your father 
and mother. I know that you left your country. You came to live with people you didn’t 
know before.” (Ruth 2:11, NIrV) Boaz realized that Ruth was determined to stand by 
Naomi, and this really impressed him. In fact, he even invited Ruth to eat with him and 
his workers. He told his workers to leave extra grain behind for Ruth to gather. That 
night, Ruth brought home VERY full baskets. Naomi couldn’t believe how much food 
Ruth had picked, but when she heard it was Boaz’s field, she understood why. She told 
Ruth to continue going to his field because he would protect her.
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3.  The harvest wouldn’t last forever, and what would Ruth and Naomi do when the barley 
fields were empty? Naomi realized that Ruth needed a home, and that Boaz might 
be the answer. She told Ruth to go see Boaz that night after the harvest, and she 
explained to Ruth the customs of their town for showing Boaz that she was ready to 
be married again. Naomi told Ruth that Boaz would know what to do next. So, Ruth 
returned to the place where the grain was gathered. After a hard day in the fields, 
everyone was so tired they had fallen asleep, right there on the floor. Ruth sat at 
Boaz’s feet, but she didn’t wake him. During the night, Boaz woke up and realized Ruth 
was there. Ruth asked him, since he was the closest relative, if he would take care of 
her and Naomi and their land. Boaz told Ruth that there was actually a closer relative 
than him, so Boaz needed to check with that man first to make sure he wasn’t getting 
in that man’s way. But Boaz told Ruth he was honored that she had asked, and as long 
as the other relative didn’t already have plans to help, Boaz would be sure to take care 
of Ruth and Naomi. Then he gave Ruth some extra grain and sent her home before 
it grew light outside. In the morning, Boaz went to the town gate where everyone 
gathered. Boaz spoke with Naomi’s other relative, just as he had promised. The relative 
was interested in buying Naomi’s land, but when he heard that he’d also have to take 
care of Naomi and marry Ruth so that the land could stay in their family, he said no.  
So, in front of everyone at the town gates, Boaz declared his intentions to marry Ruth 
and to buy the land from Naomi and take care of her and Ruth. And that’s exactly what 
he did.
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