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WISDOM I need to make the wise choice.  
FAITH I can trust God no matter what. 
FRIENDSHIP I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

CREATE THE  
ENVIRONMENT: SOME 
ASSEMBLY REQUIRED
The theme for August is Some 

Assembly Required: Trusting the 

Maker and Building Something 

Great! Obedience and trust go hand-

in-hand. When we obey, we build 

trust. This month is all about setting 

the scene for a building project! 

Think about a carpentry workshop 

or a building site. Find people in 

your church willing to donate some 

carpentry tools such as table saws 

and drills or sawhorses and 2x4s. 

Line the back wall with sheets of 

pegboard and hang all sorts of 

construction and woodworking tools 

on it. Add color by hanging a bright 

orange extension cord.

BEFORE KIDS LEAVE THE 5TH GRADE,  
WE WANT THEM TO UNDERSTAND 3 BASIC TRUTHS:



ABOUT 

GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He 

exists in three persons: God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

God is the Creator, so everything belongs 

to Him and is under His control. God is 

holy, so He is righteous, majestic, and 

loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, 

so He’s at work to bring about His will. No 

person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT 

THE BIBLE
God reveals Himself to us through the 

Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, and 

authoritative.

ABOUT 

PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for 

His pleasure. But everybody falls short of 

God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In 

other words, everyone has sinned. As a 

result, we are all separated from Him, even 

though He wants an intimate relationship 

with each of us.

ABOUT 

SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and 

lived on this earth, died, and rose again. 

God offers His free gift of salvation to all 

who believe in Jesus and accept Him as 

Savior—the only way to be forgiven and 

reconciled to God. Anyone who accepts 

this gift is adopted as a son or daughter 

into God’s family and will live with Him 

forever in heaven.

SMALL GROUP LEADER
One consistent leader for the same 

8-10 children all year

•  We suggest you start and end 

in small group so kids connect 

relationally with one leader and 

other similar-aged peers.

•  If you have multiple small groups 

meeting in one room, try using 

circle area rugs to give each group 

their own spot.

•  Offer as many of the activities as 

your time, space, and resources 

allow.

©2013 The reThink Group, Inc. 
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OBEDIENCE
Trusting those who lead you by doing what you’re asked to do.

August | Week 4 | 2013 | Small Group 2-3

3

FOR LEADERS ONLY
GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN OBEDIENCE AND GOD’S CHARACTER,

AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY

From the very beginning, God set up 

leaders on earth. We see in Genesis 

1 that God instructed Adam to rule 

over the fish in the sea, the birds in 

the air, and the livestock that moves 

on the ground. Much later in the Old 

Testament, God called out prophets, 

judges, kings, and priests to lead His 

people. All of these leaders, although 

different in many ways, had one main 

thing in common. Their job was to 

follow God. An interesting pattern 

is revealed through their lives—

when they trusted and obeyed God, 

the people under their leadership 

prospered.

Obedience is trusting those who 

lead you by doing what you’re 

asked to do. God asks us to trust Him 

by giving us specific things to do to 

accomplish His work around us. He 

may even ask us to do something that 

seems too hard or too uncomfortable. 

But we can choose to trust that He’ll 

work out the details and take care of 

our needs. Then it’s easier for us to 

choose to obey and act on what we 

know, because we trust our ultimate 

leader.

Often it’s hardest to obey when God 

asks us to trust another person that 

He has chosen to lead us. Sometimes 

we may wonder if they know what 

they’re doing or if we can trust what 

they say. We may even think that we 

have a better plan. That’s when we 

need to remember that our leaders 

are accountable to God (not us) for 

the decisions they make. Our job is 

to obey our leaders and, as long as 

their instructions line up with God’s 

commands, do what they ask of us.

This month, let’s think about how:

(1) God desires a relationship with us. 

Being obedient to Him demonstrates 

trust and builds that relationship.

(2) The Bible challenges us to respond 

to God in obedience even when life 

doesn’t make sense.

(3) As we trust God and obey, we 

become more like Jesus.

This week, we’re discovering:
In this week’s Bible story, God had 

kept His promise and Abraham had 

a son named Isaac (Genesis 15, 18, 

21, 22). But God asked Abraham to 

do something that shocked him: to 

sacrifice his only son. When Abraham 

was willing to obey, he demonstrated 

his unwavering trust in God to keep 

His promises. Once God saw that 

Abraham would obey even when it 

could cost him something precious, 

God sent a replacement sacrifice and 

spared Isaac.

Our Bottom Line is: I should trust and 

obey even if it costs me something. 

We can trust that God wants what’s 

best for us, so when obeying Him 

(or our parents, bosses, or teachers) 

requires us to give up something, we 

can believe it will be worth it. 

The monthly memory verse is: “Obey 

your leaders. Put yourselves under 

their authority. They keep watch 

over you. They know they are 

accountable to God for everything 

they do. Obey them so that their 

work will be a joy. If you make their 

work a heavy load, it won’t do you 

any good.” Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

©
20

13
 T

he
 re

Th
in

k 
G

ro
up

, I
nc

. 
A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. w
w

w
.T

hi
nk

O
ra

ng
e.

co
m



Curriculum Materials for K-5th Grades

PLUG IN
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES TO FOCUS THE ENERGY 

• Ideas for Early Arrivers

• How Much Would You Pay?

POWER UP
INTERACTIVE LARGE GROUP EXPERIENCE  

TO ENGAGE THE HEART

• Opener

• Worship

• Bible story

• Prayer and Worship

• Closer

CATCH ON 
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES TO MAKE THE CONNECTION 

(CHOOSE TWO OR MORE OF THESE ACTIVITIES)

• Expression Orchestra

• Team Trust & Team Obey

• Take Cover!

• Prayer

DISMISSAL
• Prayer, share and reflect on today’s lesson before 

leaving

HERE’S A SNEAK PEEK OF WHAT YOU’LL BE DOING IN 
2ND AND 3RD GRADE THIS WEEK:

AUG
WEEK 

4

4©2013 The reThink Group, Inc. 
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SMALL
GROUP

2-3

OBEDIENCE
Trusting those who 
lead you by doing 
what you’re asked to 
do.

BIBLE STORY

The Descendants (Abraham and Isaac) • Genesis 

15, 18, 21, 22

BOTTOM LINE

I should trust and obey even if it costs me something.

MEMORY VERSE

“Obey your leaders. Put yourselves under their 

authority. They keep watch over you. They know 

they are accountable to God for everything they 

do. Obey them so that their work will be a joy. If 

you make their work a heavy load, it won’t do you 

any good.” Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I can trust God no matter what.



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

5

GETTING READY

PLUG IN: FOCUS THE ENERGY (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
 • An offering container

How Much Would You Pay?
 • No supplies needed

CATCH ON: MAKE THE CONNECTION (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. Activities #2 and #3 are both particularly good 
for children who need to move in order to stay engaged. 

Expression Orchestra (application activity / review the Bible story)
 • 1 set of “Expression Signs” (Activity Page); print on colorful paper if possible

Team Trust & Team Obey (application activity / great for active learners)
 • Timer or clock (optional)

Take Cover! (memory verse activity / great for active learners)
 • Bible
 • 1 set of “Take Cover Signs” (Activity Page); print on colorful paper if possible
 • Painter’s tape

Prayer
 • No supplies needed

Additional Resources:
 • Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Parent CUE cards. 
 •  Give or tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent CUE app. To find 

out more about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders.
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Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

Genesis 15, 18, 21, 22

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

BIBLE STORY:

THE 
DESCENDANTS

Apply
go and do

Impress
impress this upon their minds

Personalize 
a personal story from the heart

Recycle
important things to say over and over

Transition
making a transition from one 
leader to another

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

BOTTOM LINE: 

I should trust and obey even if it costs 

me something.

MEMORY VERSE: 

“Obey your leaders. Put yourselves 

under their authority. They keep 

watch over you. They know they are 

accountable to God for everything 

they do. Obey them so that their work 

will be a joy. If you make their work a 

heavy load, it won’t do you any good.” 

Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I can trust God no matter what.

WEEK 

4

6

PLUG IN: FOCUS THE ENERGY
Focus the energy on today’s Bible story in a Small Group setting with an 
engaging discussion question and an interactive opening activity.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who 
might visit your group for the first time. Pray that the kids will understand that 
their obedience honors God. Ask God to help them choose to trust God and 
their leaders. Pray that they will be prepared to sacrifice their time, comfort, and 
desires to obey.

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
What You Need: An offering container

What You Do:
While passing the offering container around the circle, ask: What are your most 
valued possessions? If you went on a trip and could only take what fits in your 
backpack that you could still carry, what would you pack? Why?

2. HOW MUCH WOULD YOU PAY?
What You Need: No supplies needed

What You Do:
Explain that there are many ways to pay for things besides using money. Ask 
kids how much they would be willing to pay for things they say they value. For 
example:

 • How many sit-ups would you do for a piece of pizza?
 •  How many recesses would you give up for no homework for a week? For  

a month?
 •  How many days of playing video games would you give up to go to Hawaii?
 • How many extra chores would you do for a candy bar?

Ask kids to come up with some examples of their own and have others respond.
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Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

7

What You Say: 

 “Today in Large Group we are going to hear about a guy who was asked to pay a high cost to follow and  
obey God.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

8

CATCH ON: MAKE THE CONNECTION
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences 
through interactive activities and discussion questions.

1. EXPRESSION ORCHESTRA (application activity / review the Bible 
story) 
What You Need: “Expression Signs” (Activity Pages)
 
What You Do: 
Tell the kids that you will read the Bible story to them, and they will all be part of 
the “Expression Orchestra” by bringing out the feelings in the story. Ask for five 
volunteers to hold the signs. Pick kids, hand out signs, and get them to spread 
out so it will be clear which of them you are pointing to. Explain that when you 
point to the “Ah” sign, the kid with the sign will hold it up high. All kids will then 
say, “Ah,” back to you dramatically. Encourage them to listen carefully because 
you will say “Ah” in many different ways. It could mean, “Oh, how cute,” “Well, 
that’s interesting,” or “How disappointing.” The second sign says “Ah-ha!” 
meaning, “I get it” or “I thought so.” When you point to the “Ha-ha” sign, 
kids will laugh. The “Yowsers!” sign means, “That was a close one,” or “Wow!” 
Finally, the “Hmmm” sign means, “That is interesting.” Remind the kids that you 
will read and point at one of the five signs, the volunteer will hold it up and then 
it’s everyone’s task to add expression to the story. 

   This is an amazing, true story about God showing how much He loves  
us! (Ah) Last week, we heard about Abraham’s incredible journey. God 
asked him to leave everything he knew without even knowing where he 
was going. (Yowsers!) God promised Abraham and his wife that they 
would have children. (Ah) Abraham trusted and obeyed God and followed 
Him. (Ah-ha!)

   Today’s story begins with Abraham and Sarah late in their life, and I mean 
really late in their life. Abraham was 99 and Sarah was 89. (Yowsers!) They 
still had no children (Ah) and wondered if they ever would. One day, three 
visitors showed up. (Hmmm) Little did Abraham know that these were not 
ordinary visitors, God Himself and two messengers. (Ah-ha!) They had an 
incredible message for Abraham. (Hmmm) They told Abraham that next 
year at this time that Abraham and Sarah would have a baby! (Yowsers!) 
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Genesis 15, 18, 21, 22

BIBLE STORY:

THE 
DESCENDANTS

Apply
go and do

Impress
impress this upon their minds

Personalize 
a personal story from the heart

Recycle
important things to say over and over

Transition
making a transition from one 
leader to another

BOTTOM LINE: 

I should trust and obey even if it costs 

me something.

MEMORY VERSE: 

“Obey your leaders. Put yourselves 

under their authority. They keep 

watch over you. They know they are 

accountable to God for everything 

they do. Obey them so that their work 

will be a joy. If you make their work a 

heavy load, it won’t do you any good.” 

Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I can trust God no matter what.



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

9
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Abraham was thrilled with the news. (Ah) Sarah was in a tent and heard what the messengers said to Abraham and 
she started laughing. (Ha-ha!) The whole thing seemed unbelievable.

   But believe it! Less than a year later, baby Isaac was born. (Yowsers!) Isaac grew and worked beside his dad. (Ah) 
Abraham and Sarah couldn’t have been any happier. (Ah) But God was about to put Abraham through a test to see 
how much Abraham trusted Him. (Yowsers!) God asked Abraham to give Isaac, the son he loved so dearly, (Ah) as 
a burnt sacrifice. (Yowsers!)

   What was God doing? This made no sense. But Abraham obeyed and took Isaac up the mountain to sacrifice him. 
(Yowsers!) Abraham tied Isaac in ropes and laid him on the altar. (Yowsers!) Suddenly, Abraham heard God’s voice 
saying, “Don’t harm Isaac; you have passed the test and have obeyed.” (Ah-ha!) God provided a ram for the real 
sacrifice, and because of Abraham’s obedience, God promised to bless the world through Abraham’s family. (Ah)

What You Say:
“That story sure had a whole lot of ups and downs, twists and turns, and even some laughs! But the ending sure wasn’t 
funny. For a minute there, I was worried.  I haven’t lived as long as Abraham and Sarah, but I know that sometimes 
I feel happy and sometimes I’m a little scared about how something is going to go. This week, I’m going to try and 

remember this story about Abraham, and the Bottom Line, to encourage me to keep going.  I should trust and 
obey even if I don’t know how it will all work out.”

* 2. TEAM TRUST & TEAM OBEY (application activity / great for active learners)
What You Need: Timer or clock (optional)

What You Do: 
Put kids into two teams: “Team Trust” and “Team Obey.” Instruct each team to huddle up and brainstorm how they can 
spell their team word using only their bodies. Give them three minutes to work together. Walk around encouraging them 
and helping quieter kids to share their ideas or participate. Then give each team a chance to share how they can spell 
their word in front of the other team.

Next, whisper one of the situations below each team and give them about two minutes to talk about what it cost to obey 
in that situation. Then reread the situations so the other team can hear them and have each team choose a representative 
to share what they discussed with everyone else. Then ask if the other group has anything to add.

Situations:
 •  Team Trust – You did not study for your spelling test and have all A’s so far this year. The smartest kid in your class 

sits next to you and you can see her test perfectly. You choose not to cheat. What is the cost of obeying God and 
being honest?



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4

10

 •  Team Obey – When you first get to school, the kid who sits next to you tells you that she didn’t have time to study 
for the spelling test and has all A’s in spelling so far this year. She doesn’t want to break her perfect record and asks 
you to not cover up your spelling words during the test so she can copy your answers. You tell her you can’t do 
that. What is the cost of obeying God and being honest?

What You Say:
“Wow, I’m still thinking about how you could really stretch and bend in incredible ways to make those words. And then 
you had some great thoughts about the cost of obeying in those situations.  Do you think God realizes how much 
it costs us to obey Him? (Pause.) The costs are real. Sometimes the cost is small like sharing or letting someone 

else go first. But sometimes the costs are big.  (Share a personal, age-appropriate story about a time it cost you 
something to obey God. Why was it worth it? What did you learn from the situation?) (If you have time, kids can also 
share times when there was a cost for their obedience.) There can be a cost to obeying God, but there can also be a great 

reward in obeying God—sometimes now, sometimes later.  I should trust and obey even if it costs me something.” 

3. TAKE COVER! (memory verse activity / great for active learners)
What You Need: Bible, “Take Cover Signs” (Activity Pages), painter’s tape

What You Say: 

“Who remembers today’s Bottom Line? (Allow a kid to say the Bottom Line.) That’s right!  I should trust and obey even 
if I don’t know how it will all work out. Who do you think we’re supposed to trust and obey? (Allow time for answers.) 
Now, who can say this month’s memory verse for us? (Allow a kid to recite the verse. Have a Bible handy if nobody can 
recite the verse.)  What do you think it means to put yourself under someone’s authority? (Pause for answers, such 
as: You agree to obey and do what they ask you to do because they are responsible to protect you.) At different times 
of the day, we are under different authorities. Whose authority do you come under in the morning? (Pause for answers.) 
What about during the day? (Pause for answers and continue with: after school, in the evening, on the weekends, in the 
summer, on vacation, etc.) Our verse makes it very clear that God says we are to obey our authorities, no matter who they 
are or where you are.”

What You Do: 
Play a game that’s similar to the game “Four Corners”. Tape one sign in each corner of your space. You will read one 
of the situations below and yell, “Take cover!” Instruct the kids to take cover in the corner that says the person that has 
authority in that situation. Once they’ve all chosen a spot, read the next one to keep the game moving. If you’re curious 
about why a kid or kids made the choice they did, you can ask them their reasoning as long as you’re careful not to 
embarrass them.
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Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE
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PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

4
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Situations:
 • You are told to play defense at your soccer game. Take cover! (Other Adults)
 • The cafeteria lady asks you to pick up trash. Take cover! (School Leader)
 • The Bible tells us to love God and to love others. Take cover! (God)
 • Your dad says your mom wants you to finish your homework. Take cover! (Parents)
 • Your teacher asks you to move and trade desks with another student. Take cover! (School Leader)
 • The 10 Commandments tell us to obey our parents. Take cover! (God)
 • The babysitter says it is time for dinner. Take cover! (Other Adults)

PRAY AND DISMISS
What You Need: No supplies needed

What You Do:  
Circle kids up so their knees are touching.

What You Say: 
“Today we talked a lot about what it cost to obey God. Sometimes it is hard and sometimes it is easy, but God is always 
good. He loves us and wants us to obey Him. Abraham was willing to pay a big cost to obey God, but God’s plan for 
Abraham was so big and he gained so much in the long run that it was completely worth the cost.  God has a plan 

for each of us, too. We can trust that it is a good plan, because He cares so much about us. That’s why  I should 
trust and obey even if it costs me something.”

“Let’s pray. Dear God, thanks so much for the big love that You have for us. Thank You for choosing Abraham to be 
the father of Your special people that You would guide, watch over, and take care of. Thank You also for loving us and 
sending Your Son, Jesus, so we could be part of your family forever. We are so grateful that You guide, watch over, and 
take good care of us, too. Please be with us as we go this week, learning to trust and obey no matter what. Amen.”

Give each child a GodTime card. Pass out Parent CUE cards as adults arrive for pick-up.
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