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WISDOM I need to make the wise choice.  
FAITH I can trust God no matter what. 
FRIENDSHIP I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

CREATE THE  
ENVIRONMENT: SOME 
ASSEMBLY REQUIRED
The theme for August is Some 

Assembly Required: Trusting the 

Maker and Building Something 

Great! Obedience and trust go hand-

in-hand. When we obey, we build 

trust. This month is all about setting 

the scene for a building project! 

Think about a carpentry workshop 

or a building site. Find people in 

your church willing to donate some 

carpentry tools such as table saws 

and drills or sawhorses and 2x4s. 

Line the back wall with sheets of 

pegboard and hang all sorts of 

construction and woodworking tools 

on it. Add color by hanging a bright 

orange extension cord.

BEFORE KIDS LEAVE THE 5TH GRADE,  
WE WANT THEM TO UNDERSTAND 3 BASIC TRUTHS:



ABOUT 

GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He 

exists in three persons: God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

God is the Creator, so everything belongs 

to Him and is under His control. God is 

holy, so He is righteous, majestic, and 

loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, 

so He’s at work to bring about His will. No 

person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT 

THE BIBLE
God reveals Himself to us through the 

Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, and 

authoritative.

ABOUT 

PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for 

His pleasure. But everybody falls short of 

God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In 

other words, everyone has sinned. As a 

result, we are all separated from Him, even 

though He wants an intimate relationship 

with each of us.

ABOUT 

SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and 

lived on this earth, died, and rose again. 

God offers His free gift of salvation to all 

who believe in Jesus and accept Him as 

Savior—the only way to be forgiven and 

reconciled to God. Anyone who accepts 

this gift is adopted as a son or daughter 

into God’s family and will live with Him 

forever in heaven.

SMALL GROUP LEADER
One consistent leader for the same 

8-10 children all year

•  We suggest you start and end 

in small group so kids connect 

relationally with one leader and 

other similar-aged peers.

•  If you have multiple small groups 

meeting in one room, try using 

circle area rugs to give each group 

their own spot.

•  Offer as many of the activities as 

your time, space, and resources 

allow.
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OBEDIENCE
Trusting those who lead you by doing what you’re asked to do.

August | Week 3 | 2013 | Small Group 2-3

3

FOR LEADERS ONLY
GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN OBEDIENCE AND GOD’S CHARACTER,

AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY

From the very beginning, God set up 

leaders on earth. We see in Genesis 

1 that God instructed Adam to rule 

over the fish in the sea, the birds in 

the air, and the livestock that moves 

on the ground. Much later in the Old 

Testament, God called out prophets, 

judges, kings, and priests to lead His 

people. All of these leaders, although 

different in many ways, had one main 

thing in common. Their job was to 

follow God. An interesting pattern is 

revealed through their lives—when 

they trusted and obeyed God, 

the people under their leadership 

prospered.

Obedience is trusting those who lead 

you by doing what you’re asked to 

do. God asks us to trust Him by giving 

us specific things to do to accomplish 

His work around us. He may even ask 

us to do something that seems too 

hard or too uncomfortable. But we 

can choose to trust that He’ll work 

out the details and take care of our 

needs. Then it’s easier for us to choose 

to obey and act on what we know, 

because we trust our ultimate leader.

Often it’s hardest to obey when God 

asks us to trust another person that 

He has chosen to lead us. Sometimes 

we may wonder if they know what 

they’re doing or if we can trust what 

they say. We may even think that we 

have a better plan. That’s when we 

need to remember that our leaders 

are accountable to God (not us) for 

the decisions they make. Our job is 

to obey our leaders and, as long as 

their instructions line up with God’s 

commands, do what they ask of us.

This month, let’s think about how:

(1) God desires a relationship with us. 

Being obedient to Him demonstrates 

trust and builds that relationship.

(2) The Bible challenges us to respond 

to God in obedience even when life 

doesn’t make sense.

(3) As we trust God and obey, we 

become more like Jesus.

This week, we’re discovering:
In this week’s Bible story, God gave 

Abraham a promise of descendants 

as numerous as the stars in the sky 

(Genesis 12:1-5; 13:2-18; 15:1-6). 

God asked Abraham to leave his 

home and travel to a new place that 

God had prepared for him. Abraham 

didn’t know where or how God would 

keep His promises, but he trusted 

God. Abraham obeyed by packing his 

household and following God.

Our Bottom Line is: I should trust 

and obey even if I don’t know how 

it will all work out. Sometimes we 

find ourselves in difficult circumstances 

where we don’t know what’s going to 

happen. But we always know we can 

trust God, so we can confidently obey.

The monthly memory verse is: “Obey 

your leaders. Put yourselves under 

their authority. They keep watch 

over you. They know they are 

accountable to God for everything 

they do. Obey them so that their 

work will be a joy. If you make their 

work a heavy load, it won’t do you 

any good.” Hebrews 13:17 NIrV
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Curriculum Materials for K-5th Grades

PLUG IN
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES TO FOCUS THE ENERGY 

• Ideas for Early Arrivers

• Take a Chance

POWER UP
INTERACTIVE LARGE GROUP EXPERIENCE  

TO ENGAGE THE HEART

• Opener

• Worship

• Bible story

• Prayer and Worship

• Closer

CATCH ON 
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES TO MAKE THE CONNECTION 

(CHOOSE TWO OR MORE OF THESE ACTIVITIES)

• Leap of Faith

• Do You Trust Me?

• Hop to It

• Prayer

DISMISSAL
• Prayer, share and reflect on today’s lesson before 

leaving

HERE’S A SNEAK PEEK OF WHAT YOU’LL BE DOING IN 
2ND AND 3RD GRADE THIS WEEK:

AUG
WEEK 

3
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SMALL
GROUP

2-3

OBEDIENCE
Trusting those who 
lead you by doing 
what you’re asked to 
do.

BIBLE STORY

Are We There Yet? (Abraham’s Calling) • Genesis 

12:1-5 (Supporting: Genesis 13:2-18, 15:1-6)

BOTTOM LINE

I should trust and obey even if I don’t know how it 

will all work out.

MEMORY VERSE

“Obey your leaders. Put yourselves under their 

authority. They keep watch over you. They know 

they are accountable to God for everything they 

do. Obey them so that their work will be a joy. If 

you make their work a heavy load, it won’t do you 

any good.” Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I can trust God no matter what.

OBEDIENCE
Trusting those who 
lead you by doing 
what you’re asked to 
do.



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

3

5

GETTING READY

PLUG IN: FOCUS THE ENERGY (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
 • An offering container

Take a Chance
 • 1 penny per kid, plus 1 for the SGL

CATCH ON: MAKE THE CONNECTION (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. Activities #1 and #3 are both particularly good 
for children who need to move in order to stay engaged.

 Leap of Faith (application activity / review the Bible story / great for active learners)
 • 1 copy of “Abraham’s Story” Activity Page (from the website)

 Do You Trust Me? (application activity)
 • 1 six-sided die
 •  1 copy of “Letter Game” Activity Page (if you wish, you may copy this page on larger paper or simply re-create it in 

marker on a piece of poster board)
 • Marker 

Hop to It (memory verse activity / great for active learners)
 • Bible
 • “Memory Verse Sentences” Activity Pages (can re-use from last week)

Prayer
 • Filled-out “Letter Game” Activity Page from “Do You Trust Me?” activity

Additional Resources:
 • Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Parent CUE cards. 
 •  Give or tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent CUE app. To find 

out more about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders.
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Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

BIBLE STORY:

ARE WE THERE 
YET? 

Apply
go and do

Impress
impress this upon their minds

Personalize 
a personal story from the heart

Recycle
important things to say over and over

Transition
making a transition from one 
leader to another

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

3

6

PLUG IN: FOCUS THE ENERGY
Focus the energy on today’s Bible story in a Small Group setting with an 
engaging discussion question and an interactive opening activity.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who 
might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to help the kids remember the 
many promises He has made and the times when He kept promises. Ask God 
to reassure the kids when they’re scared to obey or are nervous about obeying 
something they don’t fully understand. Pray that the kids in your Small Group will 
set an example with their courageous and positive attitudes.

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
What You Need: An offering container

What You Do:
While passing the offering container around the circle, ask the following 
questions: Can you think of a time when you played a game and thought you 
were going to win, only to end up losing? Have you ever had the opposite 
situation happen—when you thought you were going to come in last place and 
then the game changed and you ended up winning? How did you feel in each of 
these situations?

2. TAKE A CHANCE
What You Need: Pennies

What You Do:
Play a game of chance where there’s no way of knowing who is going to win. 
Give each kid a penny and keep one for yourself. You will flip your penny first, 
and then the kids will flip theirs on the count of three. When the kids flip their 
pennies, their goal is to have the same side of the penny face up as you have. All 
of the kids whose penny landed on the same side as yours continue in the game. 
The other kids give their penny back to you and act as judges for the rest of the 
game. Repeat until only one kid is left with his or her penny matching yours. If 
you have time, pass out the pennies again and play another round.
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Genesis 12:1-5 (Supporting: Genesis 

13:2-18, 15:1-6)

BOTTOM LINE: 

 I should trust and obey even if I don’t 

know how it will all work out.

MEMORY VERSE: 

“Obey your leaders. Put yourselves 

under their authority. They keep 

watch over you. They know they are 

accountable to God for everything 

they do. Obey them so that their work 

will be a joy. If you make their work a 

heavy load, it won’t do you any good.” 

Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I can trust God no matter what.



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

3

7

What You Say: 
“That was a fun and sometimes frustrating game. Sometimes it is fun not knowing who will win, but sometimes not 

knowing how something will turn out is hard. It can make it hard to keep a good attitude.  Today in Large Group we 
are going to hear about a guy who trusted God even when he didn’t know how it was going to work out.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

3

8

CATCH ON: MAKE THE CONNECTION
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences 
through interactive activities and discussion questions.

1. LEAP OF FAITH (application activity / review the Bible story / great 
for active learners) 
What You Need: “Abraham’s Story” Activity Page

What You Do: 
Guide kids to help you retell the story of Abraham. Instruct kids to help you fill in 
the blanks of the story as you read it from the Activity Page. They will also travel 
from one part of the room to another by playing leapfrog.

What You Say:

“If Abraham could trust God to take to leap all the way to a far away land,  I 
should trust and obey even if I don’t know how it all will work out.  We can 
trust that God loves us and wants the best for us. We can trust that He has a 
plan and can make good things happen even if we can’t see it right now.”

* 2. DO YOU TRUST ME? (application activity)
What You Need: 1 six-sided die, “Letter Game” Activity Page, marker

What You Do: 
Play a version of “Wheel of Fortune” with the Activity Page. Kids take turns 
rolling a die. If the roll is an even number, then someone in the group quickly 
shares a time he trusted God. If the roll is an odd number, a different kid shares a 
time when it’s hard for him to trust God or see how things will work out. Then the 
kid who rolled the die also takes a guess at a letter or the whole secret message 
on the “Letter Game” page before his turn ends. Write in the letters as they are 
correctly guessed, and as letters are guessed, cross them off in the alphabet 
at the top of the page. Continue playing until the secret message is revealed. 
(Secret message: If you trust God, obey God.)

What You Say:
“That was fun cracking that secret code. But the message shouldn’t really be a 
secret. It is something you can remind yourself and share with others. If you trust 
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BIBLE STORY:

ARE WE THERE 
YET? 

Apply
go and do

Impress
impress this upon their minds

Personalize 
a personal story from the heart

Recycle
important things to say over and over

Transition
making a transition from one 
leader to another

Genesis 12:1-5 (Supporting: Genesis 

13:2-18, 15:1-6)

BOTTOM LINE: 

 I should trust and obey even if I don’t 

know how it will all work out.

MEMORY VERSE: 

“Obey your leaders. Put yourselves 

under their authority. They keep 

watch over you. They know they are 

accountable to God for everything 

they do. Obey them so that their work 

will be a joy. If you make their work a 

heavy load, it won’t do you any good.” 

Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I can trust God no matter what.



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

3

9
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God, obey God. That sounds simple, but it’s not necessarily easy. This week we’re talking about how  I should trust and 
obey even if I don’t know how it will all work out.  When you get home or when you’re in the car after church, 
tell a parent or someone else in your family how, in the Bible story today, Abraham trusted and obeyed even when 
he wasn’t sure how it was going to work out. We can do this too!”

3. HOP TO IT (memory verse activity / great for active learners)
What You Need: Bible, “Memory Verse Sentences” Activity Page

What You Do: 
Scatter the “Memory Verse Sentences” around the room. Guide the kids to hop from sentence to sentence while reading 
the sentence out loud. Challenge the kids that are finding this too easy to try it one footed and switch feet after each 
sentence without losing their balance. Then play again, and change the order to make the kids think about the correct 
order even more.

What You Say: 
“Nice hopping, and nice reading, too. Wow! Who can tell us what our verse is all about? (Pause for responses.) That’s 
right. You guys are getting it.  We need to obey the adults God puts in our lives. It’s their job to watch after us. 

It’s our job to make it a joy to do that and not too hard. This is easier to do when I remember  I should trust and 
obey even if I don’t know how it will all work out.”

PRAY AND DISMISS
What You Need: Filled-out “Letter Game” Activity Page (from Activity #2)

What You Do:  
Place the Activity Page in the middle of your circle.

What You Say:

“Today we’ve learned that  I should trust and obey even if I don’t know how it will all work out. This can be really 

hard, can’t it?  (Share an age-appropriate time when you chose to obey even though you didn’t know what was 
going to happen.)  Earlier, some of you talked about times when it is hard for you to trust and obey. When that 
happens, you can remember our secret message from earlier. Remember what it says? If you trust God, obey God. 

“Let’s pray. Dear God, thanks for seeing the big picture and knowing how all of our situations will work out. Thanks  
for always taking care of us. Help us to trust and obey You more, especially when we don’t know how things will work  
out. Amen.”
Give each child a GodTime card. Pass out Parent CUE cards as adults arrive for pick-up.


