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WISDOM I need to make the wise choice.  
FAITH I can trust God no matter what. 
FRIENDSHIP I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

CREATE THE  
ENVIRONMENT: SOME 
ASSEMBLY REQUIRED
The theme for August is Some 

Assembly Required: Trusting the 

Maker and Building Something 

Great! Obedience and trust go hand-

in-hand. When we obey, we build 

trust. This month is all about setting 

the scene for a building project! 

Think about a carpentry workshop 

or a building site. Find people in 

your church willing to donate some 

carpentry tools such as table saws 

and drills or sawhorses and 2x4s. 

Line the back wall with sheets of 

pegboard and hang all sorts of 

construction and woodworking tools 

on it. Add color by hanging a bright 

orange extension cord.

BEFORE KIDS LEAVE THE 5TH GRADE,  
WE WANT THEM TO UNDERSTAND 3 BASIC TRUTHS:



ABOUT 

GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He 

exists in three persons: God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

God is the Creator, so everything belongs 

to Him and is under His control. God is 

holy, so He is righteous, majestic, and 

loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, 

so He’s at work to bring about His will. No 

person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT 

THE BIBLE
God reveals Himself to us through the 

Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, and 

authoritative.

ABOUT 

PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for 

His pleasure. But everybody falls short of 

God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In 

other words, everyone has sinned. As a 

result, we are all separated from Him, even 

though He wants an intimate relationship 

with each of us.

ABOUT 

SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and 

lived on this earth, died, and rose again. 

God offers His free gift of salvation to all 

who believe in Jesus and accept Him as 

Savior—the only way to be forgiven and 

reconciled to God. Anyone who accepts 

this gift is adopted as a son or daughter 

into God’s family and will live with Him 

forever in heaven.

SMALL GROUP LEADER
One consistent leader for the same 

8-10 children all year

•  We suggest you start and end 

in small group so kids connect 

relationally with one leader and 

other similar-aged peers.

•  If you have multiple small groups 

meeting in one room, try using 

circle area rugs to give each group 

their own spot.

•  Offer as many of the activities as 

your time, space, and resources 

allow.
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OBEDIENCE
Trusting those who lead you by doing what you’re asked to do.

August | Week 2 | 2013 | Small Group 2-3

3

FOR LEADERS ONLY
GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN OBEDIENCE AND GOD’S CHARACTER,

AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY

From the very beginning, God set up 

leaders on earth. We see in Genesis 

1 that God instructed Adam to rule 

over the fish in the sea, the birds in 

the air, and the livestock that moves 

on the ground. Much later in the Old 

Testament, God called out prophets, 

judges, kings, and priests to lead His 

people. All of these leaders, although 

different in many ways, had one main 

thing in common. Their job was to 

follow God. An interesting pattern is 

revealed through their lives—when they 

trusted and obeyed God, the people 

under their leadership prospered.

Obedience is trusting those who lead 

you by doing what you’re asked to 

do. God asks us to trust Him by giving 

us specific things to do to accomplish 

His work around us. He may even ask 

us to do something that seems too 

hard or too uncomfortable. But we 

can choose to trust that He’ll work out 

the details and take care of our needs. 

Then it’s easier for us to choose to obey 

and act on what we know, because we 

trust our ultimate leader.

Often it’s hardest to obey when God 

asks us to trust another person that 

He has chosen to lead us. Sometimes 

we may wonder if they know what 

they’re doing or if we can trust what 

they say. We may even think that we 

have a better plan. That’s when we 

need to remember that our leaders 

are accountable to God (not us) for 

the decisions they make. Our job is 

to obey our leaders and, as long as 

their instructions line up with God’s 

commands, do what they ask of us.

This month, let’s think about how:

(1) God desires a relationship with us. 

Being obedient to Him demonstrates 

trust and builds that relationship.

(2) The Bible challenges us to respond 

to God in obedience even when life 

doesn’t make sense.

(3) As we trust God and obey, we 

become more like Jesus.

This week, we’re discovering:
In this week’s Bible story, God chose 

Noah to make an ark to save his family 

and the animals from the impending 

flood (Genesis 6–8). Noah, the only 

righteous man left on earth, had 

a history of trusting God, and he 

continued to obey God to the smallest 

detail while building the ark. Even 

when everyone else disobeyed, Noah 

followed God.

Our Bottom Line is: I should trust 

and obey even when others don’t. 

It can be difficult to stand out in the 

crowd and feel like we’re alone in our 

obedience. But developing a pattern 

of obedience might prepare us for 

trusting God in a moment when the 

stakes might be even higher.

The monthly memory verse is: “Obey 

your leaders. Put yourselves under 

their authority. They keep watch 

over you. They know they are 

accountable to God for everything 

they do. Obey them so that their 

work will be a joy. If you make their 

work a heavy load, it won’t do you 

any good.” Hebrews 13:17 NIrV
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Curriculum Materials for K-5th Grades

PLUG IN
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES TO FOCUS THE ENERGY 

• Ideas for Early Arrivers

• Simon Says

POWER UP
INTERACTIVE LARGE GROUP EXPERIENCE  

TO ENGAGE THE HEART

• Opener

• Worship

• Bible story

• Prayer and Worship

• Closer

CATCH ON 
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES TO MAKE THE CONNECTION 

(CHOOSE TWO OR MORE OF THESE ACTIVITIES)

• Noah, a Stand-Up Guy! 

• Trust and Obey All the Way!

• Toss It 

• Prayer

DISMISSAL
• Prayer, share and reflect on today’s lesson before 

leaving

HERE’S A SNEAK PEEK OF WHAT YOU’LL BE DOING IN 
2ND AND 3RD GRADE THIS WEEK:

AUG
WEEK 

2

4©2013 The reThink Group, Inc. 
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SMALL
GROUP

2-3

BIBLE STORY

Zookeeper (Noah) • Genesis 6–8

BOTTOM LINE

I should trust and obey even when others don’t.

MEMORY VERSE

“Obey your leaders. Put yourselves under their 

authority. They keep watch over you. They know 

they are accountable to God for everything they 

do. Obey them so that their work will be a joy. If 

you make their work a heavy load, it won’t do you 

any good.” Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

BASIC TRUTH: 

I can trust God no matter what.

OBEDIENCE
Trusting those who 
lead you by doing 
what you’re asked to 
do.



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

2

5

GETTING READY

PLUG IN: FOCUS THE ENERGY (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
 • An offering container

Simon Says
 • No supplies needed

CATCH ON: MAKE THE CONNECTION (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. Activity #3 is also particularly good for children 
who need to move in order to stay engaged.

 Noah, a Stand-Up Guy! (application activity / review the Bible story)
 • 1 copy of “Noah’s Story” (from the Activity Pages on the website)
 • Paper
 • Crayons or markers

 Trust and Obey All the Way! (application activity)
 • 1 deck of cards

 Toss It (memory verse activity / great for active learners)
 • “Memory Verse Sentences” Activity Page; print on cardstock and cut apart
  Note: Save these to use again next week.
 • 4 beanbags (or make your own by filling a sock with beans or rice and tying the end)

Prayer
 • Pictures kids drew during “Noah, a Stand-Up Guy!”

Additional Resources:
 • Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Parent CUE cards. 
 •  Give or tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent CUE app. To find 

out more about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders.
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Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

BIBLE STORY:

Apply
go and do

Impress
impress this upon their minds

Personalize 
a personal story from the heart

Recycle
important things to say over and over

Transition
making a transition from one 
leader to another

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

2

6

PLUG IN: FOCUS THE ENERGY
Focus the energy on today’s Bible story in a Small Group setting with an 
engaging discussion question and an interactive opening activity.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who 
might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to give the kids positive, 
encouraging friendships. Pray that they will live their lives with strength and 
integrity. Ask God to use the kids’ obedience to make a difference in their 
community.

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
What You Need: An offering container

What You Do:
While passing the offering container around the circle, ask kids: Have you 
ever had a pet or know of a friend’s pet that didn’t obey very well? Have you 
ever been embarrassed because your pet wouldn’t obey when it seemed like 
everybody else’s pet did? What happened?

2. SIMON SAYS
What You Need: No supplies needed

What You Do:
Play a round of Simon Says. Remind kids that they stay in the game as long as 
they ONLY do what Simon says. As the game goes on, try to trick the kids by 
giving a command without first saying, “Simon says.” The last person to obey 
Simon wins. 

You might wish to try some of these commands:
 • Dance Gangnam style
 • Jump up high and spell out your full name
 • Moo like a cow while walking on tiptoes
 • Fall to the ground and flop like a fish
 • Sing “Jingle Bells” while pretending to surf
 • Pretend to eat a bug
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Genesis 6–8

ZOOKEEPER

BOTTOM LINE: 

I should trust and obey even when 

others don’t.

MEMORY VERSE: 

“Obey your leaders. Put yourselves 

under their authority. They keep 

watch over you. They know they are 

accountable to God for everything 

they do. Obey them so that their work 

will be a joy. If you make their work a 

heavy load, it won’t do you any good.” 

Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

BASIC TRUTH:

I can trust God no matter what.



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

2

7

What You Say: 
“Simon Says—especially that crazy version—is a great example of showing that it’s hard to obey when other people don’t. 

You start to wonder if you’re wrong or didn’t hear right.  Today in Large Group we are going to hear about a guy 
who obeyed when nobody else did. God used him in a special way.” 

Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
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Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

2

8

CATCH ON: MAKE THE CONNECTION
Make the connection of how today’s Bible story applies to real life experiences 
through interactive activities and discussion questions.

* 1. NOAH, A STAND-UP GUY! (application activity / review the 
Bible story) 
What You Need: “Noah’s Story” (Activity Page), paper, crayons or markers

What You Do: 
Hand each child a piece of paper and put crayons or markers within easy reach 
so they can share. Explain that you will be reading them a story about Noah, and 
they will be doing things while you read. There will be some instructions about 
what they should say and do. Also, every time you say, “Noah,” kids should jump 
to their feet and say, “Noah, a stand-up guy!” and then sit back down. Practice 
this a few times before you start reading “Noah’s Story.”

Read the story. At the end of the story, ask kids to show each other their pictures 
and talk about how well they obeyed what was asked of them.

What You Say:
“Were you tempted not to obey and draw something different than what I 
was asking? (Pause.) God had a plan for Noah, and God has a plan for us too. 

Because of that  I should trust and obey even when others don’t. 
 I will practice saying yes to God’s way, even when it’s hard.”

2. TRUST AND OBEY ALL THE WAY! (application activity)
What You Need: A deck of cards

What You Do:
Guide the kids to sit in a circle. Place a deck of cards in the middle. Instruct 
kids to take turns flipping cards over. Tell them that all of the cards are “Trust” 
cards except for the face cards. The jacks, queens, and kings are “Trust and 
Obey All the Way” cards. Tell kids that the “Trust” cards represent everyday 
situations when it is easy for everybody to trust God. The “Trust and Obey All 
the Way” face cards represent the times when it is really hard for you and others 
to trust and to obey. When a Trust card is drawn, the kid says, “Trust,” and says 

©
20

13
 T

he
 re

Th
in

k 
G

ro
up

, I
nc

. 
A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. w
w

w
.T

hi
nk

O
ra

ng
e.

co
m

BIBLE STORY:

Apply
go and do

Impress
impress this upon their minds

Personalize 
a personal story from the heart

Recycle
important things to say over and over

Transition
making a transition from one 
leader to another

Genesis 6–8

ZOOKEEPER

BOTTOM LINE: 

I should trust and obey even when 

others don’t.

MEMORY VERSE: 

“Obey your leaders. Put yourselves 

under their authority. They keep 

watch over you. They know they are 

accountable to God for everything 

they do. Obey them so that their work 

will be a joy. If you make their work a 

heavy load, it won’t do you any good.” 

Hebrews 13:17 NIrV

BASIC TRUTH:

I can trust God no matter what.



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

2

9
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something that is easy to trust and obey, and then puts the card in the discard pile. When a face card is drawn, the kid 
who drew it shares about a time when it is hard to trust and obey, and then says, “But I can trust and obey all the way,” 
and passes the card to the person sitting to his right and that person repeats and says, “Trust and obey all the way.” The 
card is passed around the circle with each kid repeating, “Trust and obey all the way.” When the card gets back to the kid 
that drew it, it’s placed in the discard pile and the next kid takes a turn. When all of the cards have been played, all kids 
should stand up as fast as they can, link arms, yell, “Trust and obey all the way,” and then high-five each other. 

What You Say:
“This game points out that there are plenty of times that it’s easy to trust and obey God and there are other times when it 
is really hard.  The more we trust God, the easier it is to obey. Even when others are having a rough time, I need 

to remember  I should trust and obey even when others don’t.”

3. TOSS IT (memory verse activity / great for active learners)
What You Need: “Memory Verse Sentences” (Activity Page), beanbags

What You Do: 
Scatter the memory verse sentences in one section of the room. Have the kids line up, and give the first few kids each a 
beanbag. Help kids to review and practice the verse by throwing beanbags at the next sentence in the verse so they land 
on the words in the right order. Remind the kids to read out loud as they go. Keep cycling through the kids long enough 
that everyone has had several turns and the verse has been put in order several times.

What You Say: 
“Our memory verse is a long one. Let’s read the whole thing all together. ‘Obey your leaders. Put yourselves under their 
authority. They keep watch over you. They know they are accountable to God for everything they do. Obey them so that 
their work will be a joy. If you make their work a heavy load, it won’t do you any good,’ Hebrews 13:17. (NIrV)  God 
has put adults in our lives to help protect and take care of us. God tells us to obey these adults. When I take this 

seriously, it is easier to remember that  I should trust and obey even when others don’t.”

PRAY AND DISMISS
What You Need: Kids’ pictures from “Noah, a Stand-Up Guy” 

What You Do: 
Ask kids to sit with their pictures in front of them. 



Trusting those who lead you by 

doing what you’re asked to do.

OBEDIENCE

August | 2013 | SG 23

PLUG IN
10-15 min

POWER UP
20-25 min

CATCH ON
25-30 min

WEEK 

2

10

What You Say:
“The pictures you made today are a reminder that it pays off to obey even when others don’t. Noah obeyed and God 
saved him. Sometimes it is scary to obey when others don’t, because we don’t want to stand out from everybody else. 

It happens to all of us.  (Share an age-appropriate time when you chose to obey and stand out even when others 
didn’t.) Can you think of a time when it is hard to stand out and obey when others don’t? (Taking cuts in line, acting up 
with a substitute teacher, teasing others at lunch, etc.) 

“When I pray, you will have a chance to talk to God in a silent prayer about that situation. Let’s pray. Dear God, 
sometimes it is really hard to stand out and obey anyway. God, listen to the prayers of these kids now. (Wait about 20-30 

seconds.) God, help us to obey You like Noah did. Thanks that  I should trust and obey even when others don’t.  
Help me to remember Noah and to follow his example. Amen.”

Give each child a GodTime card. Pass out Parent CUE cards as adults arrive for pick-up.
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