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Group and Family Experiences for K-5th Grades

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He ex-
ists in three persons: God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, 
so everything belongs to Him and is under His 
control. God is holy, so He is righteous, majestic, 
and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, 
thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and 
it is 100% accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His plea-
sure. But everybody falls short of God’s intention, 

or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, 
even though He wants an intimate relationship 
with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived 
on this earth, died, and rose again. God offers 
His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Je-
sus and accept Him as Savior—the only way to 
be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter 
into God’s family and will live with Him forever 
in heaven.

Scripture marked “NIrV” is 
taken from the Holy Bible, New 
International Reader’s Version™, 
Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by 
International Bible Society. Used 
by permission of Zondervan Pub-
lishing House. All rights reserved.

Scripture marked “NIV” is taken 
from the Holy Bible, NEW INTER-
NATIONAL VERSION®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 
Biblica. All rights reserved 
throughout the world. Used by 
permission of Biblica.
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1.  I need to make the wise choice.
2.  I can trust God no matter what.
3.   I should treat others the way  

I want to be treated.
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Virtue: GRACE
Getting something great that you 
don’t deserve.

PLUG IN Small groups 
 - 10-15 minutes
 - Focus the Energy 

POWER UP Large group 
 - 20-25 minutes
 - Engage the Heart

CATCH ON Small groups
 - 25-30 minutes
 - Make the Connection  

Memory Verse: “God’s grace has saved you 
because of your faith in Christ. Your salvation 
doesn’t come from anything you do. It is God’s 
gift.” Ephesians 2:8, NIrV

Bible Story: Rocky Road (the lost son) • Luke 
15:11-20a

Bottom Line: Everyone needs to be rescued,  
even me.

Rocky Road
AUG
14, 2011
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Getting something great that you 
don’t deserve.

Luke 15:11-20a

Small Groups, 10-15 minutes

GRACE

PLUG IN: Focus the Energy

PREVIEW
Note! This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer 

leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you 

combine all your kids in both large and small group time. 

Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them 

individualized attention from a leader and plenty of interaction with their peers. If you 

have enough leaders, divide kids into small groups of up to 10 children. Ideally, assign 

the same Small Group Leader to the same group of kids for the entire year.

FOR LEADERS ONLY
This month we’re talking about grace, which is (1) getting something great 
that you don’t deserve. (2) God is the ultimate purveyor of grace. No one 
will ever top what He did for us through Jesus. But as Jesus’ parable of the 
lost son shows, His grace is all about choice. The father in Jesus’ story chose 
to give his sons love. He chose to provide for them. And he chose to give 
his younger son the “freedom” he craved. He gave his son the choice to 
stay or to leave. In the same way, God offers us His grace—He doesn’t force 
it on us. We choose to accept it or not, like we choose to obey Him or not. 
And like the younger son, we often choose to go our own way, perhaps not 
realizing that our way ultimately lands us in a pigpen. Like the younger son, 
we all need to be rescued, every one of us. Like the father, God welcomes us 
home and offers us forgiveness and grace. (3) Today, focus on helping kids 
discover how God’s grace has shown up in their lives. Just as God shows 
them grace through parents, friends, and other good things, help them see 
how (4) they can pass on some of His grace to others.

Heads up: Today is a natural opportunity to tell children about God’s plan 
for our salvation. Note the highlighted paragraph in Catch On in particular. 
Pray ahead of time, asking God to prepare the kids’ hearts and minds for this 
important message and to give you just the right words.

Kindergarten–5th Grade

AUG 14, 2011

Virtue:

Bible Story:

Bottom Line: Everyone needs to be rescued, even me.

Memory Verse: “God’s grace has saved you because of your faith 
in Christ. Your salvation doesn’t come from anything you do. It is 
God’s gift.” Ephesians 2:8, NIrV

ROCKY ROAD

Recycle • Make It Stick
What do you want to make sure they 
never forget?

Impress • Make It Big
What is the one thing you want them 
to understand?

Personalize • Make It Real
What can you model for them from 
your own life?

Apply • Make It Fit
What do you want them to walk away 
and do?

Transition • Make It Flow
What will you say or do to keep them 
engaged?
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AUG 14, 2011

GET READY
For each small group, do the following:
 •  Early Arriver Idea: Provide an interesting offering container.
 • Gross Gig: Provide paper and markers.
 •  Gather the leaders together to pray before the kids arrive. Pray that 

each child would listen and learn the Bible truths presented during 
today’s session. If any kids arrive before or during the prayer, invite 
them to participate with the leaders.

Early Arriver Idea
Ask kids to tell you about their week. Did they have an opportunity to share 
God’s grace with anyone? Did they show love to someone when they didn’t 
deserve it? How did it feel to be the grace-giver? How did the person they 
showed grace to respond? Did they receive grace from anyone this week? 
How did it make them feel? Invite the kids to put their offerings in the 
offering container.

Gross Gig
Ask kids to draw a cartoon of themselves doing the worst job they could 
imagine.

WRAP UP
LEADER: “You guys thought of some jobs I wouldn’t want to do. Some of 
them look messy, and others look smelly. Our Bible story today is a story 
about someone who did a job he didn’t want to do—and it was smelly as 
well.  But that job taught a lesson that we can learn from as well. 
Let’s go to large group and learn more.”

Lead your group to the large group environment.

Small Groups, 10-15 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
PLUG IN: Focus the Energy
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an interesting offering 
container

SUPPLIES:
paper, markers
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Getting something great that you 
don’t deserve.

Luke 15:11-20a

Large Group, 20-25 minutes

GRACE

POWER UP: Engage the Heart

PREVIEW
Note! This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer 

leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you 

combine all your kids in both large and small group time.

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, 

prayer, and an innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive 

time.

FOR LEADERS ONLY
This month we’re talking about grace, which is (1) getting something great 
that you don’t deserve. (2) God is the ultimate purveyor of grace. No one 
will ever top what He did for us through Jesus. But as Jesus’ parable of the 
lost son shows, His grace is all about choice. The father in Jesus’ story chose 
to give his sons love. He chose to provide for them. And he chose to give 
his younger son the “freedom” he craved. He gave his son the choice to 
stay or to leave. In the same way, God offers us His grace—He doesn’t force 
it on us. We choose to accept it or not, like we choose to obey Him or not. 
And like the younger son, we often choose to go our own way, perhaps not 
realizing that our way ultimately lands us in a pigpen. Like the younger son, 
we all need to be rescued, every one of us. Like the father, God welcomes us 
home and offers us forgiveness and grace. (3) Today, focus on helping kids 
discover how God’s grace has shown up in their lives. Just as God shows 
them grace through parents, friends, and other good things, help them see 
how (4) they can pass on some of His grace to others.

Heads up: Today is a natural opportunity to tell children about God’s plan 
for our salvation. Note the highlighted paragraphs in particular. Pray ahead 
of time, asking God to prepare the kids’ hearts and minds for this important 
message and to give you just the right words.

Kindergarten–5th Grade

AUG 14, 2011

Virtue:

Bible Story:

Bottom Line: Everyone needs to be rescued, even me.

Memory Verse: “God’s grace has saved you because of your faith 
in Christ. Your salvation doesn’t come from anything you do. It is 
God’s gift.” Ephesians 2:8, NIrV

ROCKY ROAD

Recycle • Make It Stick
What do you want to make sure they 
never forget?

Impress • Make It Big
What is the one thing you want them 
to understand?

Personalize • Make It Real
What can you model for them from 
your own life?

Apply • Make It Fit
What do you want them to walk away 
and do?

Transition • Make It Flow
What will you say or do to keep them 
engaged?
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AUG 14, 2011

GET READY
Gather all the supplies needed for large group:
 •  People: You’ll need a Leader (we suggest using the same Leader for 

weeks 2–4, to provide continuity for the three-part prodigal son story), 
an Assistant, a female Small Group Leader, and one child volunteer 
(pre-selected and “prepped” to act out a sketch).

 •  Bibles: You will need a Bible for the story presentation and worship 
(preferably the NIV).

 •  Large Group Visuals (from the Web site): You will need the “Virtue 
Slide” and this week’s “Bottom Line Slide,” created at the beginning 
of the month. Prepare “Bible Story Slides” as noted in the LGVs. See 
the Bible story script for the slides you will need today.

 •  Props and Costumes: Provide the Assistant with the Sweet Shoppe cap 
and apron, a candy bar, and a small mirror.

 •  Bible Story Audio Track: If you wish, create an audio track, similar 
to an old-time radio show, of the Bible story. Today you will need a 
younger-sounding man, like a teenager, to portray the prodigal son. 
(See weeks 3–4 for details about audio recordings for those weeks. You 
may wish to record all three at the same time to ensure continuity.) He 
should read the script (in today’s lesson) expressively, pausing slightly 
between paragraphs to allow time for the slides/posters to change. 
You may want to include sound effects at appropriate times in the story 
as background, but make sure they don’t overpower the words. Look 
for “farm” sounds (a rooster crowing, sheep bleating, a cow mooing, 
a dog barking, etc.); walking sounds; “party” sounds (people talking, 
cups clinking on the table, beverages being poured, riotous laughter, 
thumping dance music); and pigs oinking.

 •  Music and Sound Effects (SFX): You will need high-energy music as 
the kids enter and exit the room (like the downloadable MP3 virtue 
song from the Web site) and “The Candy Man” song from last week to 
introduce the Sweet Shoppe segment. For worship, you will need the 
Chase the Light and The Way I Was Made CDs. (Note: See permissions info 

in week 1.)

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter.

     Assistant should be in audience greeting kids as they come 
in, dressed in his Sweet Shoppe cap and apron.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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AUG 14, 2011

1. Get Started
ASSISTANT: “Good morning, everyone! I hope your weekend has been 
really SWEET! And speaking of sweet, I’d like to know what kind of sweets 
are your favorites.

     Spend a few minutes interviewing kids, asking about favorite 
candy, ice cream flavors, if they like cake or pie better, etc.

“Wow, you guys really know your desserts! I’m glad God created a world 
with so many sweet flavors! That’s just like our God, giving us so many great, 
amazing gifts. Which reminds me of our superfantabulous virtue this month. 
Let’s put it up on the screen and say the definition together.”

CG: Virtue Slide

ASSISTANT and KIDS: “Grace—getting something great that you don’t 
deserve.”

ASSISTANT: “I’m so glad God gives me grace. It is so SWEET! And now, 
I think it’s time for us to hear a Bible story about a guy who really needed 
some grace!”

    Leader enters stage area carrying Bible. Assistant exits.

2. Present the Bible Lesson
     Leader: Note that the following Bible lesson script has been 

organized into three main points (noted in brown) to help 
you present it in a memorable way. The lesson concludes 
with a “closer” to help make real-life application for kids.

LEADER: “Last week, we heard about some folks who were hanging out with 
Jesus. You can read about it in the Bible (hold up Bible), in the book of Luke, 
chapter 15. Some of them were pretty suspicious characters—a bunch of 
rule-breakers that the (make air quotes) ‘good’ people of the town didn’t like. 
Jesus knew these people needed His help, and He was treating them the way 
He would want to be treated. How are we supposed to treat others?”

LEADER and KIDS:  “I should treat others the way I want to  
be treated.”

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart

®
©

 2
01

1 
Th

e 
re

Th
in

k 
G

ro
up

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
. •

 w
w

w
.re

Th
in

kG
ro

up
.o

rg

7



AUG 14, 2011

LEADER: “That’s right; so that’s what Jesus was doing. But the Pharisees—
the Jewish leaders who were really big on keeping rules and following the 
law—complained about it. Jesus answered by telling them some stories. Last 
week, we heard about the stories of the lost sheep and the lost coin. Today, 
we get to hear the first part of the final ‘lost’ story Jesus told that day.

FX: Lights down

     Sit quietly onstage as stage lights go dark and story is told 
via the ‘Bible Story Slides’ and audio track (script for track 
below). If you choose not to create an audio track, the 
Leader will need to narrate the story.

SFX: Play audio track 

CG: BSSlide09: close-up of father

IDEA
YOUNGER SON: “My dad’s a farmer. My older brother and I worked at 
the farm, along with my dad’s hired men. I guess I had it pretty good, but it 
wasn’t what I wanted back then.

CG: BSSlide08: close-up of younger son

“I was miserable. I didn’t want to spend my life getting up at sunrise every 
day to pick crops on a farm in the middle of nowhere. I wanted to travel, see 
the world, and have a little fun!

CG: BSSlide01: younger son demanding inheritance

“I’d own part of the farm when dad died. I could sell it and travel then, but 
I didn’t want to wait! So I said, ‘Dad, give me my share now!’ I can’t believe 
how selfish and disrespectful I was. My father did look pretty hurt and sad. 
But at the time, I just didn’t care.

ACTION
CG: BSSlide02: younger son departing

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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AUG 14, 2011

YOUNGER SON: “As quick as Dad gave me the money, I packed up and 
took off! I’m sure my ‘perfect’ big brother was pretty steamed. He worked 
hard and always did what Dad told him to, but I was the one traveling to the 
big city! I moved as far away from that farm as I could.

CG: BSSlide03: younger son partying

“Then it was fun time all the time! I didn’t do a lick of work. I ate nothing but 
junk food—forget those fresh vegetables back on the farm. I slept ’til the 
afternoon every day and partied with my new friends every night. It was like 
one big long vacation, until I woke up one day and realized my money had 
run out. 

CG: BSSlide08: close-up of younger son

“How had I spent it all so fast? I was broke and all of a sudden my new 
friends weren’t so friendly after all. Then, to make matters worse, the whole 
country started running low on food. 

RESULT
YOUNGER SON: “I went everywhere looking for a job. Finally, I went to 
work for a local farmer. The only work he had for me was taking care of  
his pigs.

CG: BSSlide04: younger son with pigs

“Let me tell you, feeding and taking care of pigs is the absolute nastiest, 
dirtiest job you can possibly imagine. I didn’t want to do it, but I had no 
choice. I hadn’t had a good meal in days, but no one offered me anything. 
I was so hungry I wanted to eat the nasty stuff I fed to the pigs, but I was 
afraid I’d get fired if I did. Back on Dad’s farm, every hired worker got plenty 
to eat—breakfast, lunch, and dinner! And here I sat, starving to death!

“Right then, I made up my mind. I’d go back home. I couldn’t ask Dad to 
take me back as his son. I had taken too much from him and hurt him too 
badly. But I could beg him to give me a job and let me work for him. The 
question is, would he give me a job or just tell me to get lost?”

CG: Fade slide to black

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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AUG 14, 2011

FX: Bring stage lights up on Leader

CLOSE THE STORY
LEADER: “Wow. That guy really got himself in a fix, didn’t he? I’d say he was 
as lost as the sheep we heard about last week. In the beginning, when he first 
left the farm, he didn’t think he was doing anything wrong. He never thought 
he’d need to be rescued! But then after he ended up in trouble, he realized 
he had treated his father badly and he knew he needed his father’s help.

“Sometimes you and I don’t see when our choices are leading us into big 
trouble. We don’t understand that we need God’s help—we need God’s 
grace! Like when you disobey your mom and watch a movie she said 
you weren’t allowed to watch. Or when you ignore your little sister when 
she wants to play with you. Or when you tell your teacher you left your 
homework at home, even though you actually didn’t even do it.

“Everyone makes choices every day. God gives us the freedom to make 
choices. Sometimes we make wise choices, the kinds of choices God wants 
us to make. And sometimes we make unwise choices. We may even choose 
to flat out disobey God and make choices that we know are wrong. Everyone 
has done wrong so everyone needs forgiveness. That’s why God sent Jesus: 
so we could be forgiven for all the wrong things we’ve done. Just as God 
doesn’t MAKE us do the right thing, He doesn’t make us accept Jesus as our 
Savior. He gives us the choice. 

“Jesus came to rescue everyone. That means that  everyone needs to be 
rescued, even me. How about saying that with me?”

CG: Bottom Line Slide 

LEADER and KIDS:  “Everyone needs to be rescued, even me.”

LEADER: “We need rescuing in a big way. That’s why God gave us a Savior: 
so we could be forgiven of all our sin and live forever in heaven with Him. 
But we also need rescuing in smaller, everyday ways so we’ll learn to obey 
our parents and to treat others well and to tell the truth even when we think 
it’ll get us into trouble. God doesn’t want us to make choices that will take us 
away from Him. He wants us to make choices, with His help, that will draw us 
closer to Him. 

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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AUG 14, 2011

“So, when you do something wrong, God wants you to admit it, like the son 
in Jesus’ story. You need to admit it to God, and you may need to admit it 
to others. Just remember that God is always gracious and forgiving, like the 
father in Jesus’ story. Let’s pray right now.”

3. Pray
LEADER: “God, thank You for giving us grace—for giving us good things, 
like love and forgiveness, even when we don’t deserve it. We want to obey 
You and to have a close relationship with You. Please help us to recognize 
things about ourselves that need to change, like bad attitudes and bad 
habits and selfish actions. Thank You for being patient with us, like the father 
in Jesus’ story. We love You, God. Amen.”

4. Worship
LEADER: “You know, the world can be a pretty confusing place. Sometimes 
you see something you want to do, but you know you shouldn’t do it. And 
then your friend says you should and your mom says you shouldn’t and you 
just don’t know what to do. When all the choices in the world confuse you, 
God wants you to turn to Him to ask for His wisdom and His help. That’s 
what this song is all about. Let’s praise God for being someone to turn to for 
all the answers.”

  “I Turn to You” / track 9 / from The Way I Was Made

LEADER: “We all need a rescuer sometimes, and that rescuer is God! This is 
what King David wrote in the Bible. (Open Bible to Psalm 40:1-3a, NIV, and 
read it.) ‘I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. 
He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on 
a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, 
a hymn of praise to our God.’ Because God is my Rescuer, I know that  I 
can trust God no matter what. Let’s say it together.”

LEADER and KIDS:  “I can trust God no matter what.”

LEADER: “Now I think we need to put a new song in our mouths and praise 
God for always giving us something great that we don’t deserve.”

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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AUG 14, 2011

  “All Because of Jesus” / track 3 / from Chase the Light

     Leader exits. Assistant enters, dressed in cap and apron as 
Mr. Sprinkles.

5. Talk About the Wise Choice
SFX: Play “The Candy Man” 

ASSISTANT: “Hello, boys and girls! I wanted to tell you a story about 
something that happened to me as a kid, in a shop a lot like my Sweet 
Shoppe here. I have a couple of friends who are going to help act out  
my story.

     Adult female Small Group Leader and child come onstage. 
They will act out the story as you tell it.

     Note: If you have a similar personal example, you may want 
to substitute it for the following.

“When I was about your age, I went to a dessert shop with my mom. While 
she was placing an order with the shop owner, I noticed a candy bar on the 
counter—my favorite kind! When neither of them was looking, I picked up 
the candy and put it in my pocket (child does this). But then after Mom and I 
left the shop (volunteers cross to other side of stage), I started to feel guilty. 
I told Mom what I had done, and she took me back to the shop (volunteers 
return) and made me give back the candy and apologize to the owner. (Kid 
volunteer hands candy to you.) I deserved to be punished, but the man 
forgave me. He even gave me a little piece of candy for free! It was pure 
grace—something great I didn’t deserve—and I’ve never forgotten it. Let’s 
give a round of applause for our actors.

    Volunteers exit.

“It was hard choosing to tell the truth to my mom. But when you have to 
choose between hiding the truth or confessing, what kind of choice does 
God want you to make?”

ASSISTANT and KIDS:  “I need to make the wise choice.”

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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AUG 14, 2011

ASSISTANT: “You got it. And where do you go for help in making wise 
choices, kids? (Pause.) Right! The Bible.  The Bible is like … (hold up a 
hand mirror) a mirror. It helps us see ourselves clearly and understand 
when there is something that needs to change … like making wise choices 
and admitting when we’ve done something wrong.”

6. Wrap Up
ASSISTANT: “Speaking of that … I wonder what’s going to happen to the 
son who got himself in such a messy—and dirty—situation? Will he ever 
make it out of the pigpen? Will he find his way home? Will his father give 
him a job and maybe a sandwich? You can find out here, next week! See  
you then.”

    Dismiss children to their small groups.

SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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Getting something great that you 
don’t deserve.

Luke 15:11-20a

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes

GRACE

CATCH ON: Make the Connection 

PREVIEW
Note! This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer 

leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you 

combine all your kids in both large and small group time. 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. 

They’ll discuss real-life experiences, interact with a group of peers, and participate 

in a variety of activities that appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and 

memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are always a part of this hands-on time. 

Gather children into the same small groups as for Plug In.

GET READY 
For each small group, do the following: 
 •  This Rocky Road: Prepare “Rocky Road Illustrations” (from the Activity 

Pages on the Web site) as noted in the APs.
 •  Right-handed: Provided leather lacing, letter beads that spell  

“I Choose,” colored beads for spacers, and scissors.
 •  Do for You: Provide Bibles, colored index cards, and a marker.  

Tip: If you teach kindergartners, mark this month’s memory verse in  
the Bibles ahead of time.

 •  Thanks for Grace: Provide the index cards you prepared in the 
previous activity, “Do for You.”

 •  Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door 
cards. 

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
Activity #1 is particularly good for children who need to move in order to 
stay engaged (not just for boys).

Kindergarten–5th Grade

AUG 14, 2011

Virtue:

Bible Story:

Bottom Line: Everyone needs to be rescued, even me.

Memory Verse: “God’s grace has saved you because of your faith 
in Christ. Your salvation doesn’t come from anything you do. It is 
God’s gift.” Ephesians 2:8, NIrV

ROCKY ROAD

Recycle • Make It Stick
What do you want to make sure they 
never forget?

Impress • Make It Big
What is the one thing you want them 
to understand?

Personalize • Make It Real
What can you model for them from 
your own life?

Apply • Make It Fit
What do you want them to walk away 
and do?

Transition • Make It Flow
What will you say or do to keep them 
engaged?
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* 1. This Rocky Road (application activity / review the Bible lesson / great 
for boys)
Ask kids to stand at the first illustration on the path. Choose a volunteer to 
tell what is happening in that illustration. Then let the kids reenact the event 
either by posing and freezing or acting it out. Then move along the path 
to the next scene and do the same. Continue until the end, when you’ve 
completed the U.

LEADER:  “When we do something wrong, God wants us to own up 
to it and ask forgiveness. That means confessing to God, confessing to 
others, or both. It means asking God to help us make a U-turn—away 
from wrong ways of doing things and toward God’s way of doing things. 
Look at the path the story took. The younger son made a U-turn in his life. 
He turned away from selfishness and went back to a right relationship with 
his father. When we’ve sinned, we can confess and make a U-turn, turning 
from sin and toward God’s way. God is here to rescue each of us—that is a 
great thing God gives us even though we don’t deserve it.  Everyone needs 
to be rescued, even me.”

 In a brief, simple, and clear way, tell kids about when you made a 
U-turn in your life and asked God to rescue you. Was there one thing 
that helped you realize you needed to be rescued? Do you remember 
what you said to God? Were you confident that you could trust God to 
rescue you?

Optional 5th Grade Discussion Questions
If you lead fifth graders, consider asking these discussion questions:
  •  What was wrong with what the younger son asked in the beginning 

of the story? (Answer: Asking for his inheritance early would’ve been 
like saying, “Dad, you are worth more to me dead.” It showed the 
ultimate lack of respect!)

  •  Why do you think the father agreed to give him what he asked for? 
(Answer: Maybe because he saw there was no use in arguing. Maybe 
he wanted the son to learn on his own.)

  •  The son was looking for freedom from his family. He went a long 
way to find it. Was he free when he left? Why or why not? (Answer: 
Seems like he didn’t find freedom, or he found a fake freedom. He 
just wanted to make his own choices, do things his own way, etc. 

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection 

®

©
 2

01
1 

Th
e 

re
Th

in
k 

G
ro

up
. A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. •
 w

w
w

.re
Th

in
kG

ro
up

.o
rg

SUPPLIES:
“Rocky Road Illustrations” 
(Activity Pages) taped in 
U-shaped path

15



AUG 14, 2011

However, his lifestyle led him straight into a pit. That can happen to 
us too. God gives us the freedom to make choices. He won’t make 
us do things His way. But like the younger son discovered, we aren’t 
free from the consequences of our unwise choices. God wants to 
offer us true freedom: freedom from sin and guilt. We can only get 
this freedom by following Him.)

  •  How do you suppose the son reacted when he was given everything 
again, even though he was only going to ask to be a servant in his 
dad’s house? (Answer: It was probably hard to accept, just as grace 
is hard for some people to accept. Or maybe he was really humble, 
grateful for acceptance.)

2. Right-handed (application activity)
Lead kids to make bracelets from letter beads and leather lacing that spell:  
I CHOOSE. Kids will start by cutting a length of leather lacing and tying a 
knot about three inches from the end. Then thread an “I” bead onto the 
opposite end, followed by a colored bead, and the letters C-H-O-O-S-E. 
Then finish with another knot to hold the beads in place. Kids can tie the 
finished bracelets to their right wrists as reminders to choose “right.”

LEADER: “We make choices every day. Some of them are wise; some of 
them are unwise. That’s why we need to be rescued—because our unwise 
and wrong choices can get us into big-time trouble.  Everyone needs to 
be rescued, even me, even you.  That’s why God sent Jesus: to rescue 
us big-time—so we can live forever with God. But we also need rescuing 
in smaller, everyday ways. That’s why God teaches us the difference 
between right and wrong: He wants us to live in ways that bring us 
closer to Him and that make our lives better. God helps us make wise, 
right choices, but we need to do our part too. We need to listen to Him—by 
reading the Bible and listening to our parents and other wise leaders—and 
then do what He says. Every time you look at your bracelet, let it remind you 
that God will help you choose the right thing.”

3. Do for You (memory verse activity)
Lead kids to open the Bibles to Ephesians 2:8 and read the verse aloud as a 
group. (See navigation tips in week 1 if needed.) Ask kids what grace means. 

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection
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(Getting something great that you don’t deserve.) Ask kids to tell you what 
this verse says God’s grace does for you. (It saves you.) Explain that  God 
gives us grace by rescuing us with Jesus. We can’t be good enough to 
deserve heaven. But God loves us so much He sent Jesus to rescue us. 
When we ask Jesus to forgive us for the wrong things we’ve done and 
be our Savior, He will.

 Ask kids to tell you what else God’s grace does for you. (Gives you 
peace, offers you forgiveness, gives you a new start, helps you see others 
differently, helps you forgive yourself, brings you joy) Write these on colored 
index cards and hold onto them for the prayer activity.

Divide kids into three groups. Assign one sentence of the verse to each 
group, giving the group with the third sentence the reference as well. (If you 
are using NIV, give each group a phrase, rather than a sentence.) Ask groups 
to take turns chanting their sentences in order several times, so the group 
begins to memorize the verse.

LEADER:  “God offers all of us the gift of His grace and salvation. He 
wants to rescue each of us.  Everyone needs to be rescued, even me—
even you.”

4. Thanks for Grace (pray)
Ask each person to find a partner and each pair of kids to take one of the 
index cards you wrote in the verse activity. (If you have younger kids in your 
group, make sure they know what their card says.) Lead the kids in prayer, 
thanking God for all the good things that come from His grace. After you 
start the prayer, pause so each person can say a one-sentence prayer of 
thanks related to the topic on their card. Then close the prayer time.

LEADER: “God makes things happen in our lives to show us His love. His 
grace changes our lives, and He shows us His grace through big and little 
things our parents, teachers, friends, and leaders do for us. He also shows 
us His grace through what is happening around us and to us.  When we 
see God’s grace and the good things that come from it, we can pray and 
thank God for rescuing us. Let’s thank Him right now.

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection 
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“Dear God, we know that  everyone needs to be rescued, even me. 
Thank You for rescuing me. Thank You for giving us Your grace and all the 
good things that come with it. We want to thank You in particular for the 
things written on our cards. (Give each kid time to say a one-sentence prayer 
related to his/her card.) God, we thank You and we love You. And we’re so 
thankful for Your grace. Amen.”

WRAP UP
Bring together all the groups in your classroom so you can conclude the 
session with a review. Be prepared to distribute this week’s GodTime and 
Fridge Door cards.

LEADER: “What a right choice, U-turn kind of day it’s been. I’ve learned 
a lot, and I bet you’ve got a lot to think about. Like what it means to be 
rescued and why God offers us grace. If you’ve got questions and you want 
to talk, we’re here to listen. I hope that this week you’ll look around for all 
the good things that come with God’s grace. See you next time.”

Distribute the GodTime and Fridge Door cards.

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection
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