
open my eyes so i can see the wonder ful truths. . .Psalm 119:18
wonder ful truths
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1Key Question:
Bottom Line:
Memory Verse:

Bible Story Focus:

What does God want me to do?

God wants me to do the right thing. 
“Learn to do what is right.”
Isaiah 1:17, NIrV
God wants me to do the right thing even
when others don't. • Brothers Betray
Joseph•Genesis 37; 41:41—42:6

God loves me. 

July 2, 2006

Here’s an overview of what you’ll be teaching 3s–5s this week.

Make It Fun
(Choose one or all of these activities)

• Herding Sheep
• Royal Robes
• Family Picture 

Make It True
• Introductory Sketch
• Bible Story
• Worship

Make It Stick
(Choose as many of these activities as you like)

• Colorful Coat (Bible story review)
• Food Relay
• Sugar Coated
• Rock Toss
• Thumbs Up 

Make It Real
• Small Group Time
• Prayer
• Dismiss: Small Talk cards

If you are choosing to lead “Sugar
Coated” during Make It Stick, post the
“Allergy Alert Poster” (from the Activity
Pages on the Web site). Be sure to list
the foods you will be serving today. As
parents bring their children to your
room, call their attention to the sign.
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Bible Story Focus:
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God wants me to do the right thing. 
“Learn to do what is right.”
Isaiah 1:17, NIrV
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Prepare to offer one or more of the following activities as your 3-, 4-, or 5-year-olds arrive. Let one or
two teachers lead activities in different areas of the room while another teacher greets parents and
kids at the door. 

1

Make It Fun: Introductory Activities

Introductory Activities

10 minutes

© 2006 First Look  All Rights Reserved

1

• A few toy farm sets

• Several plastic farm

animals, including

sheep

• Raffia to be used as

hay

Whatcha Do: Allow children to freely play with the
farm sets and animals. After a few minutes, begin to
show them how to move the animals to better pastures
and give the animals “hay” and water. 

Whatcha Say: “Who can tell me what we call a person
who cares for sheep. (hold up a sheep) Yes, a shepherd
cares for sheep. Our Bible story today is about a man
named Joseph. His job was to help his brothers care for
his father's sheep.” 

Herding Sheep
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1

Make It Fun: Introductory Activities

2
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Whatcha Do: Show kids how to take a piece of fabric
and wrap it around their bodies to make royal robes.
Encourage the children to try on several different fab-
rics. As the children play, talk with them about how the
fabrics feel. 

Whatcha Say: (As you describe the different fabrics, hold
them up and let the children feel them.) “This fabric is so
silky. Oh, this fabric is soft. How does this fabric feel to
you? All this fabric reminds me of a very special coat in
the Bible. Some people call it the coat of many colors.
Our Bible story today is about the boy who owned the
colorful coat. His name was Joseph.”

• Provide an assortment of

long pieces of pretty 

fabrics. Include bright 

colors and different tex-

tures.

Royal Robes

Whatcha Do: 
Before the activity: Look through the magazines and cut
out a lot of pictures of people of all different ages, gen-
ders, and races. Make sure to also cut out 11 pictures of
men or boys to represent Joseph's brothers. Set these 11
pictures aside.

During the activity: Allow kids to look through the maga-
zine cutouts and choose pictures that represent some of
the people in their families. For example, a child might
choose pictures of a baby, a young boy, a woman, and
an elderly man. That would represent a family that has
a baby, a brother, a mom, and a grandfather. (If a child
prefers, he can draw the people in his family instead.)
Make sure kids don't forget to choose a picture that rep-
resents them. Once the children have their pictures,
instruct them to glue the pictures inside their copies of
“Picture Frame.” Finish by counting the pictures you

Family Picture 

• Magazines

• Scissors

• Glue sticks

• Crayons

• “Picture Frame” (from the

Activity Pages on the

Web site) copied onto

light colored cardstock

for each child
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Make It Fun: Introductory Activities

3
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reserved to represent Joseph's brothers.

Whatcha Say: “Families are very special to us. Some
families have a lot of people in them, while other fami-
lies have just a few people in them. There are (insert the
number of family members living in your home) family
members who live in my house. How many family mem-
bers live in your house? (Let each child respond.) It
sounds like you have some very special families. I want
you to look through these cutouts and find pictures that
look like your family members so you can glue the pic-
tures inside your frame.” 

At the end of the activity: “Your family pictures look
great. Look at your picture for a moment. Imagine what
it would be like if you had 11 brothers. Count with me to
11. (Count aloud with the children. As you count, lay the
pictures of the men or boys in front of the children.) Whew!
That's a lot of brothers! Our Bible story today is about a
young man named Joseph who had 11 brothers.” 
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After children have participated in Make It Fun, gather them for a large group time that includes an
introductory sketch, a Bible story, and interactive worship. 

Choose an adult who relates well to preschoolers to tell the Introductory Sketch. If possible, use the
same adult all year. To add variety, consider videotaping the sketch and playing the video during
Make It True.

A Worship Leader and live instruments are recommended. Encourage children to be active during
worship by providing assorted percussion instruments and/or incorporating appropriate hand
motions as described in the teaching instructions that follow.

HOST: “Raise your hand if you know what a birthday is. (Pause.) Your
birthday is special because it marks the day you were born. Now raise
your hand if you know what an anniversary is. (Pause.) An anniversary
marks days that are special for other reasons. For instance, moms and
dads like to celebrate their wedding anniversary. That's the day they
got married. My mom and dad always liked to celebrate their wedding
anniversary by getting a baby-sitter for us kids, and then getting
dressed up and going out for a fancy dinner. I never will forget the time

Introductory Sketch

• No supplies needed.

Large Group

15 minutes
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Make It True: Large Group

1

4
© 2006 First Look  All Rights Reserved

ittrueMake

Key Question:
Bottom Line:
Memory Verse:

Bible Story Focus:

What does God want me to do?

God wants me to do the right thing. 
“Learn to do what is right.”
Isaiah 1:17, NIrV
God wants me to do the right thing even
when others don't. • Brothers Betray
Joseph•Genesis 37; 41:41—42:6

God loves me. 
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Make It True: Large Group© 2006 First Look  All Rights Reserved

5

they went out for their anniversary when I was just about your age.

“Mrs. Simpson was our baby-sitter that night. She was an older lady
who lived on our street. Her grandkids lived far away in another state,
so she said we were her borrowed grandkids. I liked Mrs. Simpson a
lot. She smelled good and she liked to read stories using silly voices.

“As Mom and Dad headed out the door for the evening, they kissed
me, my brother, and my sister. They told us they expected to hear of no
'shenanigans' and that we were to obey Mrs. Simpson. Then they hur-
ried off to the restaurant.

“I was happy when Mrs. Simpson told us to choose some books to
read. I went to my room and got a big stack and then found Mrs.
Simpson on the sofa. I called to Lauren and Sam, but they didn't
answer. Mrs. Simpson opened the first book and began reading. Then
we read a second book and a third. By then we heard a lot of noise
coming from upstairs. Lauren and Sam were shrieking with laughter.
Mrs. Simpson and I looked at each other and then raced to the stairs.
We found my brother and sister in my mom and dad's room. Lauren
was wearing Mom's good dress and high heels, and her face was cov-
ered with makeup. The dress was covered, too. Sam was wearing one
of Dad's suits and had a tie wrapped around his neck. He'd put some-
thing sticky in his hair and the whole room smelled like Dad's after-
shave. It's no wonder because Mrs. Simpson found the bottle turned on
its side, spilling all over the floor.

“Mrs. Simpson was not happy. She told Lauren and Sam to brush their
teeth and scoot to bed. Then she soaked my mom's dress so the make-
up stains would come out and hung up the rest of the clothes. I helped
by putting the shoes back in the closet. When we'd cleaned up the
aftershave, we went downstairs to wait for my parents. I knew Mom
and Dad weren't going to be happy. I was pretty sure that what Lauren
and Sam had done was a 'shenanigan.'

“When Mom and Dad got home, they listened to Mrs. Simpson. They
both thanked her and apologized. Then Mom hugged her and Dad
walked her home. While Dad was gone, Mom got out the ice cream,
the chocolate syrup, and the sprinkles. She scooped the ice cream into
a bowl and then lifted me onto the counter. She told me she was proud
of me for doing the right thing, even when Lauren and Sam didn't. Then
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• A Bible marked at

Genesis 37

• A beautiful coat or

robe that's very 

colorful or made of

a luxurious fabric

that the kids will

enjoy touching

Bible Story
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(Note: Each time you say “Joseph,” put your hand to the side of your mouth
and turn your head slightly as if disclosing a secret. Say, “He did the right
thing.” Throughout the story this action will be prompted as “action.”)

STORYTELLER: (Open Bible to Genesis.) “Today our Bible story is about
a young man named Joseph (action). But first I want to ask you some
questions about the Bible (hold Bible up for kids to see). Ready? Is the
Bible true? (Pause.) Yes. The Bible is always true. Does the Bible help
me learn about God? (Pause.) Yes. The Bible tells me all about God.
Does the Bible help me learn what's right? (Pause.) Yes. God wants
me to do the right thing, so He gave me the Bible to help me.

“Joseph (action) was a young man who had a lot of brothers. Can you
guess how many brothers he had? (Pause.) Joseph had 11 brothers!
Wow! That's a lot of brothers! And guess what. Those brothers didn't
like him so well. That's because their dad gave Joseph (action) a beauti-
ful, beautiful robe. That made all his brothers jealous.

“I'm going to pass around my robe, which I love. (Do so.) Feel how soft
it is. Isn't it pretty? My robe isn't nearly as beautiful as the one given to
Joseph (action). No wonder all his brothers were jealous.

“The brothers were all shepherds. That means they took care of their
father's sheep. They were far from home with the sheep when their dad
sent Joseph (action) to check on them. The brothers saw Joseph walking
toward them and talked about killing him! Instead, they threw him in a
well. A well is a deep hole dug in the ground to help people get water.

she helped me add chocolate and sprinkles to my ice cream. It wasn't a
celebration like a birthday or an anniversary, but it did seem like an
'I-did-the-right-thing' party, and let me tell you, it felt good. It tasted
good, too!

“Listen now to our Bible story. It's about some brothers who chose to
do the wrong thing, and one brother, named Joseph, who chose to do
the right thing.”
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But this well didn't have any water and it was so deep that Joseph
couldn’t get out. While Joseph (action) was sitting at the bottom of the
well, some men walked by. The brothers decided to sell Joseph (action)
to the men to be a slave. A slave is someone who works for other peo-
ple and always has to obey what they say. A slave doesn't have money
or a house of his own, and a slave doesn't get to see his family. Did the
brothers do the right thing? (Pause.) No. What does God want me to
do? God wants me to do the right thing. God wants me to
do the right thing even when others don't.

“While Joseph (action) was a slave, a lot of things happened to him.
Some were good things and some were bad things. But no matter
what, Joseph did the right thing. He ended up in Egypt, which was far
from his home. The king in Egypt gave him a very important job. He
was in charge of storing food to make sure all the people had enough
to eat. Joseph (action) was very good at this job because he remem-
bered what God wanted him to do. What does God want me to do?

God wants me to do the right thing. God wants me to do
the right thing because God loves me. What does God want me to
do? God wants me to do the right thing. Can you say that with
me?”

KIDS and STORYTELLER: ”God wants me to do the right thing.”

STORYTELLER: “Good job! Next week we'll get to hear even more
about Joseph (action) and the things he did.” 

PRAYER
STORYTELLER: “Let's close our eyes and talk to God now. (Pause as chil-
dren close their eyes and bow their heads.) Dear God, it's easy to do the
right thing when everyone else is doing it. Please help me to do the
right thing even when others don't. I know You want me to do the right
thing, God, because You love me. Amen.”

7
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WORSHIP LEADER: “When we worship God, we tell Him how much we
love Him. I'm ready to worship God today because God loves me.
Can you say that with me?”

KIDS and WORSHIP LEADER: “God loves me.”

WORSHIP LEADER: “Let's sing a song that reminds us to do what's
right.”

Lead children to sing the following words to the tune of “Row, Row,
Row Your Boat.” Sing the chorus several times, if you choose.

“Learn, learn, learn what's right (tap temple with forefinger).
Do it every day (nod head “yes”).
Happily, happily, happily, happily (point to smile with both 

forefingers)
Doing things God's way” (point upward).

WORSHIP LEADER: “You all are good singers this morning! That sound-
ed great! Thank you for praising God with me. We have a new Bible
verse today. (Open your Bible to Isaiah 1:17.) It says, 'Learn to do what
is right.' Let's do some motions together as we say our Bible verse.”

Lead kids to say the verse while doing the motions below.

'“Learn (point to temple) to do what is right' (give two thumbs-up), Isaiah
1:17” (put your palms together in front of you, and then open them as if
opening a book).

WORSHIP LEADER: “What does God want me to do? God
wants me to do the right thing. One way I know I'm doing the right

Worship

• A New International

Reader's Version

Bible marked at

Isaiah 1:17

• A CD player

• The CD Shout to the

Lord Kids!

• A guitar (optional)

• Brightly colored

strips of cloth for

each child to wave

• Also, use this

month's original

worship song, which

you can download

from the Web site,

during this segment

or whenever you

like this month.W
h
a
t
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thing is if I'm following God. If I follow God in every move I make, I
know I'll be doing the right thing. Let's sing about moving God's way.”

Sing “Every Move I Make,” track 1, from the CD Shout to the Lord Kids!
Give each child a strip of colorful cloth to wave while singing.

WORSHIP LEADER: “Joseph did the right thing. And God wants
me to do the right thing because God loves me. What does God
want me to do? God wants me to do the right thing. Can you
say that with me?”

KIDS and WORSHIP LEADER: ”God wants me to do the right
thing.”

WORSHIP LEADER: “Thanks for worshipping God with me today.
Remember, we can thank God for loving us by worshipping Him. We
can worship God any time. Let's listen to (say teacher's name) now.”

mad
eme

God
me

loves
God

wantstobeJesus
my friendforever
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• “Joseph's Coat” (from the

Activity Pages on the Web

site) copied onto white

cardstock for each child

• Glue

• An assortment of small

pieces of colored fabrics

Whatcha Do: Give each child a copy of “Joseph's
Coat.” Allow the children to select fabric pieces and glue
them inside the coat outline.

Whatcha Say: 
At the start of the activity: “In our Bible story today,
Joseph's father gave him a very special gift. Who
remembers what it was? (Pause.) That's right. Joseph's
father gave him a beautiful, colorful coat. Today we're
going to make colorful coats, too.”

After the activity: “Joseph's brothers were jealous of his
colorful coat. In fact, they got so mad at Joseph that
they threw him in a deep well. Good things and bad
things happened to Joseph. No matter what, Joseph did

Colorful Coat

These activities are designed to help preschoolers understand and remember today's Bible
story and Bottom Line. Offer as many of the following activities as your time, facilities,
resources, and leadership allow. You may want to lead one activity at a time. Or offer two
activities at once and allow half of the kids to participate in each, then switch groups and
repeat the activities. 
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Key Question:
Bottom Line:
Memory Verse:

Bible Story Focus:

What does God want me to do?

God wants me to do the right thing. 
“Learn to do what is right.”
Isaiah 1:17, NIrV
God wants me to do the right thing even
when others don't. • Brothers Betray
Joseph•Genesis 37; 41:41—42:6

God loves me. 

itstickMake
Application Activities

35 minutes
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• A large variety of plastic

food items

• Masking tape

• Two large baskets

1

Make It Stick: Application Activities© 2006 First Look  All Rights Reserved
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Whatcha Do:
Before the activity: Use the masking tape to make a start-
ing line on the floor. Place the two baskets beside one
another approximately 10 feet from the starting line.
Make two piles of plastic food items at the starting line.

During the activity: Tell the children that they will be per-
forming a food relay. Divide the kids into two groups.
Line the two groups up at the starting line with a pile of
food beside each group. Explain that groups will work
together to transfer all their food from the starting line
to their basket. Groups can work together however they
like to accomplish the task.

Option: If you have a small group of children, allow
them to work together on one team. Encourage the chil-
dren to see how fast they can transfer the food from the
starting line to the basket. Repeat the food relay as
many times as you like.

Whatcha Say:
At the start of the activity: (Hold some food items as you
introduce the activity.) “Many years after Joseph had
been thrown in the well, God made him a very impor-
tant leader over the nation of Egypt. Joseph did the right
thing by saving food for seven years so people would
have food to eat later when no other food could be
found. He saved so much food that people came from
all over to buy food from him. Today we're going to do
a food relay race. We need to store up as much food as
we can.”

At the end of the activity: (Hold a basket of food as you
close the activity.) “Joseph could have stayed mad

the right thing. When bad things happen to me, what
does God want me to do? God wants me to do
the right thing.”

Food Relay
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• A copy of “Coat

Outline” (from the

Activity Pages on the

Web site)

• White bread

• Plastic spoons

• Strawberry jelly

• Green apple jelly

• Grape jelly

• Orange jelly

Whatcha Do: Lead kids to wash their hands. Give each
child a piece of white bread. Lay a copy of “Coat
Outline” on the table so all the kids can see it. Lead the
children in tearing their bread slices into coat shapes.
Put the jellies in the center of the table and instruct the
children to use plastic spoons to make colorful stripes or
dots of jelly on their bread coats. Allow the kids to eat
their colorful coats when they're finished.

Whatcha Say:
At the start of the activity: “What does God want me to
do? God wants me to do the right thing. In
today's Bible story, Joseph did the right thing when he
forgave his brothers for throwing him in a deep well.
One of the reasons they hurt Joseph was because they
were jealous that their father loved him most and gave
him a beautiful, colorful coat. Let's make our own color-
ful coats out of bread and jelly.”

While the children are eating: “How does it make you feel
when someone hurts you? (Pause.) When people hurt
us, we sometimes want to hurt them back. When this
happens, we need to remember Joseph's story and how,
even though he was hurt, he still did the right thing. God
wants us to do the right thing, too. What does God
want me to do? God wants me to do the right
thing.”

because his brothers were mean to him. Instead, he did
the right thing. Doing the right thing saved many people
from going hungry. God wants us to do the right thing
just like Joseph did. What does God want me to do?

God wants me to do the right thing.”

Sugar Coated
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Be sure to list the foods you will be serving today on
the “Allergy Alert Poster” (from the Activity Pages on
the Web site) and post it at the door to your room.
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• Two deep cardboard

boxes or two tall plastic

garbage cans

• Some small beanbags or

rubber balls

Whatcha Do: Pretend that the cardboard boxes or
garbage cans are deep wells and that the beanbags or
balls are rocks. Allow the children to take turns tossing
the “rocks” into the deep “wells.” 

Whatcha Say: 
Before the activity: “People in Bible times didn't have
water in their kitchens and bathrooms like we do today.
They had to use wells to get water. A well is a very
deep hole in the ground that has water in it. Sometimes
wells dry up and the water goes away. When Joseph's
brothers got mad at him, they put him in a dried-up well.
Let's pretend that these (point to the boxes or garbage
cans) are deep wells and these (hold up the beanbags or
rubber balls) are rocks. Let's see how many times we can
throw these 'rocks' into the deep 'well.'” 

After the activity: “Joseph must have been scared and
had his feelings very hurt when his brothers put him
down in that deep well. It was wrong for his brothers to
do that. While Joseph was in that well, he must have
thought 'What does God want me to do? God
wants me to do the right thing.’ Even though Joseph's
brothers had done the wrong thing, Joseph still did
what was right.”

Rock Toss 
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“o pen m y e ye s so that i can see the wonderful truths“ Psalm 119:18 Psalm 119:18 

Whatcha Do: Place the cards in a basket or bag. Let
the kids take turns selecting a card. Read the card and
let the kids give a thumbs-up if the action is doing what's
right and a thumbs-down if the action is doing what's
wrong. If you have very active kids, let them start in a
standing position, then jump up if the action is doing
what is right or crouch down if the action is doing what
is wrong.

Whatcha Say:
Before the activity: “God wanted Joseph to do the right
thing even though his brothers had done wrong. That's
not always easy, but with practice we can learn to do
the right thing. I have some cards here. Let's take turns
choosing a card. I'll read the story on the card. If the
person does the right thing, I want you to hold your
thumbs up. (Show them thumbs-up.) If the person does
the wrong thing, I want you to hold your thumbs down.
(Show them thumbs-down.) Got it? Here we go.”

After the activity: “What does God want me to do?
God wants me to do the right thing. Let's say it

one more time. What does God want me to do? 
God wants me to do the right thing.”

• “Scenario Cards” (from

the Activity Pages on the

Web site) copied onto

lightly colored paper and

cut apart

• A basket or bag to put the

cards in

1
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“o pen m y e ye s so that i can see t he wonderful truths“ Psalm 119:18 Psalm 119:18 

Make It Real is designed to help preschoolers understand how the Bottom
Line applies to them. They'll discuss real-life experiences and share prayer
requests. 

Divide kids into small groups of about five to eight children with each
leader. Ideally, assign the same small group leader to the same group of
preschoolers for the entire year.

SMALL GROUP LEADER

(SGL): “Today we learned

that God wants us to do

the right thing, even when others around us aren't doing the right

thing. Look at this picture (show the month's symbol). This picture

reminds me that God wants me to do the right thing. Let's

open the Bible and read a special verse.” (Ask a volunteer to open to

the marked passage, then read it aloud.)

“In our Bible story today, we heard that Joseph did the right thing,

even when Joseph's brothers did the wrong thing. Let's think of some

right things we should do, and I'll write them in our journal. At home,

what are some of the right things you should do?” (If children can't

come up with answers, guide them to say things like, 'obey my mom and

dad,' 'pick up my things,' 'brush my teeth,' and 'treat others nicely.'

small group time

• Use a bookmark or

sticky note to mark

Isaiah 1:17 in a New

International

Reader's Version

Bible. Highlight or

underline the verse.

• Provide a journal, a

fun-shaped pen,

and tape or a glue

stick for each small

group.

• Make a copy of

“Award,” the

month's symbol,

(from the Activity

Pages on the Web

site) and cut out the

shape so it will fit in

the journal. 

SMALL GROUP

5 minutes
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Key Question:
Bottom Line:
Memory Verse:

Bible Story Focus:

What does God want me to do?

God wants me to do the right thing. 
“Learn to do what is right.”
Isaiah 1:17, NIrV
God wants me to do the right thing even
when others don't. • Brothers Betray
Joseph•Genesis 37; 41:41—42:6

God loves me. 

itrealMake
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“o pen m y e ye s so that i can see the wonderful truths“ Psalm 119:18 Psalm 119:18 

Continue the discussion by asking what right things they should do at

church, at school, at the store, at the library, or at a restaurant.) 

As children give you their answers, write them in the journal. 

1
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SGL: “God loves us and wants us to do the right
things. Let's pray right now and ask for God's help as
we learn to do what is right. We can talk to God any-

time. When we're snuggled on our pillow or riding in the car or sitting
on our dad's lap, we can say prayers to God. God is always ready to
listen to us.”

Ask kids to bow their heads and close their eyes. Instruct them to pray
silently while you pray aloud.

prayer

Set any take-
home creations
where you or

parents can get them easily. Greet parents at the door and give them a
copy of Small Talk and a “July Magnet.” Tell parents that this month
preschoolers are learning that God wants me to do the right
thing. Point out this month's memory verse and symbol on the magnet.
Encourage parents to put it on their refrigerator so they can see it often
and reinforce their child's learning at home during the month.
Encourage parents to use Small Talk throughout the week as they con-
tinue helping their child understand that God wants me to do the
right thing.

get ready to dismiss • Copy this week's

Small Talk onto card-

stock and cut the

cards apart. 

• Prepare one copy of

“July Magnet” (from

the Activity Pages on

the Web site) for

each child.

• Print the symbol on

a magnet or copy

the item on card-

stock and attach a

magnet to the back.
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