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Group and Family Experiences for K-5th Grades

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He ex-
ists in three persons: God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, 
so everything belongs to Him and is under His 
control. God is holy, so He is righteous, majestic, 
and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, 
thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and 
it is 100% accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His plea-
sure. But everybody falls short of God’s intention, 

or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, 
even though He wants an intimate relationship 
with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived 
on this earth, died, and rose again. God offers 
His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Je-
sus and accept Him as Savior—the only way to 
be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter 
into God’s family and will live with Him forever 
in heaven.

Scripture marked “NIrV” is 
taken from the Holy Bible, New 
International Reader’s Version™, 
Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by 
International Bible Society. Used 
by permission of Zondervan Pub-
lishing House. All rights reserved.

Scripture marked “NIV” is taken 
from the Holy Bible, NEW INTER-
NATIONAL VERSION®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 
Biblica. All rights reserved 
throughout the world. Used by 
permission of Biblica.
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1.  I need to make the wise choice.
2.  I can trust God no matter what.
3.   I should treat others the way  

I want to be treated.
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Virtue: FAITH
Trusting in what you can’t see 
because of what you can see.

PLUG IN Small groups 
 - 10-15 minutes
 - Focus the Energy 

POWER UP Large group 
 - 20-25 minutes
 - Engage the Heart

CATCH ON Small groups
 - 25-30 minutes
 - Make the Connection  

Memory Verse: “Now faith is being sure of what 
we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” 
Hebrews 11:1, NIV

Bible Story: Take Off (God’s promise to Abraham) • 
Hebrews 10:32-35; 11:8-12; Genesis 12:1-7

Bottom Line: You can trust that God will keep  
His promises because you can see the promises 
He’s kept.

Take Off
JUNE
12, 2011
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Trusting in what you can’t see 
because of what you can see.

Hebrews 10:32-35; 11:8-12; 
Genesis 12:1-7

Small Groups, 10-15 minutes

FAITH

PLUG IN: Focus the Energy

PREVIEW
Note! This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer 

leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you 

combine all your kids in both large and small group time. 

Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them 

individualized attention from a leader and plenty of interaction with their peers. If you 

have enough leaders, divide kids into small groups of up to 10 children. Ideally, assign 

the same Small Group Leader to the same group of kids for the entire year.

FOR LEADERS ONLY
How do I know I’ll go to heaven when I die? Will it really be as great as 
everyone says it will be? How do I know that following God is the best way 
to spend my life? There are a lot of questions for which we have that don’t 
have definite, scientifically tested and proven answers. That’s where faith 
comes in. (1) Faith is trusting in what you can’t see because of what you can 
see. We can’t see heaven yet, and we don’t know the outcome of God’s 
plan for our lives. We do know God’s promises for us, though, and we’ve 
seen how He’s kept His promises in the past. (2) The writer of Hebrews gave 
us a whole bunch of examples of great men and women of faith and how 
God proved faithful in their lives. (3) God wants us to have faith in Him. He 
wants us to trust that His plan is the best plan. (4) There’s something about 
real people of faith that inspires others, an unseen sense of confidence and 
strength that emboldens someone to go out on a limb and do something 
incredible. When we follow God, regardless of whether we can see the 
outcome, we accomplish more than we ever could alone. This week, inspire 
kids with Abraham’s leap of faith as he followed God out of his comfort zone 
into a future he never could have imagined.

Kindergarten–5th Grade

JUNE 12, 2011

Virtue:

Bible Story:

Bottom Line: You can trust that God will keep His promises 
because you can see the promises He’s kept.

Memory Verse: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1, NIV

TAKE OFF

Recycle • Make It Stick
What do you want to make sure they 
never forget?

Impress • Make It Big
What is the one thing you want them 
to understand?

Personalize • Make It Real
What can you model for them from 
your own life?

Apply • Make It Fit
What do you want them to walk away 
and do?

Transition • Make It Flow
What will you say or do to keep them 
engaged?
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JUNE 12, 2011

Heads up: Today is a natural opportunity to tell children about the most 
important promise God has made and why we can have faith in Jesus. Note 
the highlighted paragraphs in particular. Pray ahead of time, asking God to 
prepare the kids’ hearts and minds for this important message and to give 
you just the right words.

GET READY
For each small group, do the following:
 •  Early Arriver Idea: Provide an interesting offering container.
 • Shadow Play: Provide flashlights.
 •  Gather the leaders together to pray before the kids arrive. Pray that 

each child would listen and learn the Bible truths presented during 
today’s session. If any kids arrive before or during the prayer, invite 
them to participate with the leaders.

Early Arriver Idea
Ask kids if they spent time out in nature last week. Did they go to a lake or 
the beach? Did they play in a park? While they were outside, did they see 
anything in nature that reminded them that they can trust God? Did seeing 
this cause their faith to grow stronger? Invite the kids to put their offerings in 
the offering container.

Shadow Play
Turn off the lights, provide flashlights, and let kids make bird shadow 
puppets against a wall. Can kids get two birds to fly together? Can they 
make the birds do tricks? Can they make the birds bigger and smaller?

WRAP UP
LEADER: “Birds fly on currents of wind. Remember, we can’t see the wind, 
but we can see the results of it. Birds are interesting for other reasons, too. 
For example, lots of them migrate to warmer climates each year.  Let’s 
go to large group where we’ll learn more about bird migration—and 
about a person who migrated when God told him to go.”

Lead your group to the large group environment.

Small Groups, 10-15 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
PLUG IN: Focus the Energy
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SUPPLIES:
flashlights
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Trusting in what you can’t see 
because of what you can see.

Hebrews 10:32-35; 11:8-12; 
Genesis 12:1-7

Large Group, 20-25 minutes

FAITH

POWER UP: Engage the Heart

PREVIEW
Note! This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer 

leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you 

combine all your kids in both large and small group time.

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, 

prayer, and an innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive 

time.

FOR LEADERS ONLY
How do I know I’ll go to heaven when I die? Will it really be as great as 
everyone says it will be? How do I know that following God is the best way 
to spend my life? There are a lot of questions for which we have that don’t 
have definite, scientifically tested and proven answers. That’s where faith 
comes in. (1) Faith is trusting in what you can’t see because of what you can 
see. We can’t see heaven yet, and we don’t know the outcome of God’s 
plan for our lives. We do know God’s promises for us, though, and we’ve 
seen how He’s kept His promises in the past. (2) The writer of Hebrews gave 
us a whole bunch of examples of great men and women of faith and how 
God proved faithful in their lives. (3) God wants us to have faith in Him. He 
wants us to trust that His plan is the best plan. (4) There’s something about 
real people of faith that inspires others, an unseen sense of confidence and 
strength that emboldens someone to go out on a limb and do something 
incredible. When we follow God, regardless of whether we can see the 
outcome, we accomplish more than we ever could alone. This week, inspire 
kids with Abraham’s leap of faith as he followed God out of his comfort zone 
into a future he never could have imagined.

Kindergarten–5th Grade

JUNE 12, 2011

Virtue:

Bible Story:

Bottom Line: You can trust that God will keep His promises 
because you can see the promises He’s kept.

Memory Verse: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1, NIV

TAKE OFF

Recycle • Make It Stick
What do you want to make sure they 
never forget?

Impress • Make It Big
What is the one thing you want them 
to understand?

Personalize • Make It Real
What can you model for them from 
your own life?

Apply • Make It Fit
What do you want them to walk away 
and do?

Transition • Make It Flow
What will you say or do to keep them 
engaged?
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JUNE 12, 2011

Heads up: Today is a natural opportunity to tell children about the most 
important promise God has made and why we can have faith in Jesus. Note 
the highlighted paragraphs in particular. Pray ahead of time, asking God to 
prepare the kids’ hearts and minds for this important message and to give 
you just the right words.

GET READY
Gather all the supplies needed for large group:
 •  People: You will need a Leader, an Assistant, and either two additional 

Leaders and two kids (one each from their small groups) OR four kids.
 •  Bibles: You will need a Bible for the story presentation and worship 

(preferably the NIrV).
 •  Large Group Visuals (from the Web site): You will need “Virtue Slide” 

and today’s “Bottom Line Slide,” prepared at the beginning of the 
month. Prepare “Feathered Friends Fun Facts” as noted in the LGVs.

 •  Props and Costumes: Hide a visual of a letter (like a big envelope 
with “From God, To You” written on it) somewhere onstage. Of the 
flying animals you’ve suspended overhead, you will need access to an 
interesting looking bird. Place the stepladder from last week onstage 
somewhere. You will also need the three work shirts from last week, 
pre-hung onstage so kids can see them clearly. The first shirt should 
have the “Name Calling Cards” (LGV) taped to it from week 1. Turn 
the pockets on the second shirt inside out (to suggest confiscation of 
property). The third shirt should have the sleeves tied together in front 
(to suggest imprisonment). For the story presentation, the Assistant will 
need a costume to wear while playing Abraham. The costume could 
include a Bible-times robe, sash, and a thick beard. The Assistant will 
also need a large suitcase that will hold the following items:

   o A jar of sand
   o A baby doll wrapped in cloth
   o  Several stuffed or plastic animals, like cows, horses, donkeys, 

camels, and sheep.
   o A few small pots and pans
   Place the sand and baby doll in the suitcase ahead of time. Place the 

animals, pots, and tent in a box at the back of the room. You may  
want to place travel stamps and stickers all over the suitcase. The 
Assistant will also need a tent. The tent could be a small toy tent or 
a sample tent (the kind found in displays at camping stores or large 
discount stores).

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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JUNE 12, 2011

 •  Staging: Place masking tape on the floor to mark a path around the 
perimeter of the room. Kids should sit inside the taped-off area. The 
Assistant (as Abraham) will enter the room from the back and “travel” 
to the stage following the path around the room.

 •  Music and Sound Effects (SFX): You will need high-energy music as the 
kids enter and exit the room (like the downloadable MP3 virtue song 
from the Web site). For worship, you will need the Jump! and Live It 
Out CDs. (Note: See permissions info in week 1.)

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter.

    Assistant should be onstage greeting kids as they enter.

1. Get Started
ASSISTANT: “Good morning, kids and my high-flying friends! This month 
we’re talking about faith—trusting in what you can’t see because of what you 
can see.

CG: Virtue Slide

“In my pursuit of all things God made that fly, I’ve been doing lots of 
reading, and I discovered some crazy and cool facts about our feathered 
friends. Who’s up for a little game of ‘Feathered Friends Fun Facts’? I need 
two Leaders and one kid from their small groups (or four volunteers).

     Choose two Leaders. They should each bring one kid with 
them. Introduce players, telling their names and favorite 
flying creation.

     If you do not have enough Leaders, choose four volunteer 
kids. Divide them into two teams. Adjust the following 
dialogue appropriately.

“Leaders, you and your kid will play as a team. There will be four questions, 
all having to do with God’s creations that fly, specifically birds. After I read 
the question and four possible answers, you’ll have 10 seconds to consult 
and come up with your choice. To decide who goes first, I need each Leader 
to do his or her best birdcall.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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JUNE 12, 2011

     Tell Leaders (or one kid from each team) to do a birdcall. 
Decide which call is more creative/unique; that Leader’s 
team goes first. Read the questions from ‘Feathered Friends 
Fun Facts’ (LGV), giving each team a turn to  
answer questions. If a team answers a question correctly, 
great—ask the other team another question. If a team 
answers incorrectly, give the other team an opportunity to 
answer. You can keep track of 10 seconds yourself. Timer  
not required.

ASSISTANT: “Thanks for playing ‘Feathered Friends Fun Facts.’ You all did a 
fabulous job. Give ’em a hand while they return to their seats.”

    Volunteers return to seats. Leader enters.

LEADER: “I’m impressed. You’ve been doing some research! What a 
coincidence that that last question was about migration.”

ASSISTANT: “Migration is ‘the seasonal movement of a complete population 
of animals from one area to another.’ Or to put it simply: to move.” 

     Leader sets stepladder out between herself and Assistant, 
close to where the bird is hanging above the stage.

LEADER: “With all this talk about migration and the fact that we’re talking 
about faith this month, I was thinking you could use your faith to migrate up 
these steps!”

ASSISTANT: “Nice try, but I’m telling you I’m better off on nice, solid terra 
firma. Now, I will migrate offstage. See ya later!”

    Assistant dashes off.

LEADER: “It was worth a try.”

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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JUNE 12, 2011

2. Present the Bible Lesson
     Leader: Note that the following Bible lesson script has been 

organized into three main points (noted in brown) to help 
you present it in a memorable way. The lesson concludes 
with a “closer” to help make real-life application for kids.

LEADER: (Open Bible to Genesis 12:1-7.) “Speaking of migration—or 
moving—the book of Genesis has a migration story. Wait, pop quiz: is 
Genesis in the Old or New Testament? (Get answers.) That’s right, the Old. 
It’s the first book of the Bible. 

GOD’S COMMAND AND PROMISE
LEADER: “All the way back in the very first book of the Bible, Genesis, 
God commanded a man named Abraham to leave his country. This was 
no small command. Abraham wasn’t exactly young. As a matter of fact, he 
was 75 years old, probably older than your grandparents and maybe as old 
as some of your great-grandparents. This was going to be a pretty tough 
move. Abraham and his wife, Sarah, would have to leave their family, friends, 
neighbors, and home in order to follow God’s command.

    Use the three work shirts as visuals.

“God doesn’t promise that following Him will always be easy. Remember 
from last week what happened to some of the very first Christians? (Point 
to first shirt.) Some people called them names. (Point to second shirt.) What 
else happened to them? (People took their property.) Some of them were 
even (point to third shirt and pause for kids to answer) thrown in jail. 

“Following God wasn’t easy for Abraham either. But when God commanded 
Abraham to go, God made a promise to him. (Reading from Genesis 12:2a-
c, NIrV) ‘I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you. I will make your 
name great.’ When God said, ‘I will make you into a great nation,’ He meant 
that a whole nation of people would come from Abraham. That must have 
seemed impossible to Abraham. You know why? Because Abraham and 
Sarah didn’t have any children! How could God create a whole nation from 
just one man?

ABRAHAM OBEYED
LEADER: “Abraham couldn’t imagine how God was going to keep that 
promise, and he didn’t know where God was going to send him, but he 

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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JUNE 12, 2011

didn’t let that stop him. He got up, packed up, and (reading Genesis 12:4, 
NIrV) ‘left, just as the Lord had told him.’

     Assistant as Abraham appears at back of room, huffing and 
puffing, acting very old, large suitcase in tow. He stands next 
to prop box at back of room.

     As Leader continues, Assistant dramatically packs animals, 
pots, and pans into suitcase, making quite a production of it. 
(Note: Don’t let kids see the baby doll or jar of sand already 
in suitcase.) In between the Leader’s lines, he could mumble 
things like, ‘I’m not getting any younger,’ ‘Glad Sarah didn’t 
want to take the Crock-Pot®,’ etc.

“Abraham packed everything … his animals … his tents … his belongings … 
all his stuff … all the possessions he and Sarah had collected over the years 
… Then he and Sarah and their nephew Lot took off.

“Abraham left the rest of his family, his friends, his neighbors, his country—
all he was comfortable with—and traveled … slowly … to the land God 
would show him.

     Assistant puts tent over shoulder and drags suitcase, turning 
to wave good-bye, and travels slowly around room toward 
the stage.

“Abraham walked. Carried. Got tired. And finally he arrived in the land of 
Canaan [KAY nuhn] and honored God for leading him exactly where God 
wanted him to go.

     Assistant as Abraham arrives onstage; kneels as if praying 
and puts arms up in worship to God.

GOD KEPT HIS PROMISE
LEADER: “Abraham unpacked all of his belongings, possessions, and 
animals, and set up his new home.

     Assistant dramatically unpacks, leaving baby doll and jar of 
sand hidden in suitcase. He opens tent onstage.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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JUNE 12, 2011

“But don’t get too comfy, Abraham. You’re going to be packing up and 
moving again soon—all around the land of Canaan, in fact, because you’re  
a nomad.

    Assistant heaves a sigh.

“And 25 years later, what Abraham probably thought to be impossible 
happened: Abraham and Sarah had a son!

    Assistant takes baby doll out of suitcase.

“Wow! Even though Abraham and Sarah were very old, God kept His 
promise to Abraham. He gave them a son. And that son had children, 
and those children had children, and THOSE children had children until 
Abraham’s family was as numerous as the sand on the seashore!

     Assistant pulls jar of sand from suitcase and holds it up 
wonderingly, then ambles backstage.

CLOSE THE STORY
LEADER: “God kept His promise to Abraham, as impossible as it seemed. 
God has also made promises to us. The Bible tells us He’ll take care of us, 
meet our needs, guide us, be with us, love us, and forgive us, just to name 
a few. God keeps those promises to you. God puts adults, like moms, dads, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, and other family members in your lives to help 
give you the things you need, like food, clothing, and a place to live. God 
helps you by putting friends, neighbors, teachers, and Leaders in your life to 
teach you, guide you, take care of you, love you, and protect you.

“But what is the most important promise God made to each and every one 
of us? (Pause to give kids time to think and answer.) God promised us Jesus. 
He promised to send a Savior to save us from our sins, so we could be 
forgiven and live with God in heaven forever someday. Did God keep that 
promise? (Pause.) Yeah, He did because God ALWAYS keeps His promises. 
And when you ask Jesus to forgive you and be your Savior, He will. You can 
trust Him to keep His promises.

“God wants us to be like Abraham—to trust Him so that we’ll obey Him. 
Next time you need to have faith—trusting God when you can’t see how 

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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JUNE 12, 2011

something’s going to work out—remember how God kept His promise to 
Abraham and how God will keep His promises to you.  You can trust that 
God will keep His promises because you can see the promises He’s kept.

CG: Bottom Line Slide

“When are some times you might need to be like Abraham and trust God  
by doing something or going somewhere new? (Take a few answers from 
kids.) Good answers. Anytime you do something new, like move into a new 
home, go to a new school, or learn a new sport or musical instrument, it 
requires some faith, some trust that God will help you do what you need 
to do. So, whenever you need to step out on faith, like Abraham did, 
remember  you can trust that God will keep His promises because you 
can see the promises He’s kept. Let’s say that together.”

CG: Bottom Line Slide

LEADER and KIDS:  “You can trust that God will keep His promises 
because you can see the promises He’s kept.”

3. Pray
LEADER: “Let’s pray. God, thank You for keeping Your promises. You show 
us over and over again how You have a plan for us—a plan to benefit us in 
ways we can’t even imagine. Thank You for loving us so much that You would 
send Your only Son to save us from our sins. We love You. Amen.”

4. Lead Worship
LEADER: (Open the Bible and read Psalm 65:5, NIrV.) “‘God our Savior, you 
answer us by doing wonderful things. You save us by your power. People 
all over the world and beyond the farthest oceans put their hope in you.’ 
Because God is my Savior, I know  I can trust God no matter what. Say 
that with me.”

LEADER and KIDS:  “I can trust God no matter what.”

LEADER: “God kept His promise to send us a Savior. What a happy day it is 
when you realize what Jesus did for you. That’s what this song is all about, so 
let’s stand up and sing it out!”

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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JUNE 12, 2011

  “Happy Day” / track 5 / Live It Out

LEADER: “We’re learning what it means to have faith in God. Let’s keep 
getting to know Him, so our faith can be bigger, deeper, stronger. I want to 
know Him better.”

  “Know You Better” / track 7 / Jump!

    Assistant enters.

5. Wrap Up
ASSISTANT: “You know, I really like hearing about guys like Abraham. 
Abraham really stepped out on faith. Actually, he took a lot of steps on faith 
because that was long journey. He had a great faith story, too.”

    Leader sets stepladder between herself and Assistant.

LEADER: “That reminds me—someone here could take a step of faith, you 
know, have their own faith story. Your step of faith could encourage others 
who might have the same fear of heights. When you have the opportunity to 
trust God and take a step of faith …”

ASSISTANT: “I know, I know … I have a choice I need to make.” 

LEADER: “And when we have a choice to make, what kind of choice do we 
need to make, kids?”

ASSISTANT and KIDS: “I need to make the wise choice.”

LEADER:  “And where do we find out how to make the wise choice? 
(Pause for responses.) That’s right—the Bible. The Bible is like a … (show 
visual of a letter) letter. It’s a letter from God to you.”

ASSISTANT: “Abraham’s story in the Bible was like a letter from God to me 
… encouraging me that if Abraham can take a step of faith, I can, too.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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     Very carefully and cautiously, Assistant steps on first step on 
stepladder. Leader leads kids in applauding and cheering. 
Assistant carefully steps down.

ASSISTANT: “Thanks for treating me the way you would want to be treated 
by encouraging and cheering me on. How should we treat others, kids?”

LEADER, ASSISTANT, and KIDS:  “The way I want to be treated.”
ASSISTANT: “That’s right. Let’s all say it together.”

ASSISTANT and KIDS:  “I should treat others the way I want to  
be treated.”

ASSISTANT: “Taking a step of faith today reminds me about your own faith 
stories. Remember to talk to your family about a time you or someone in 
your family stepped out on faith. Your faith story can be written, put into 
pictures, or you can even do a video about it. We look forward to seeing 
your faith stories and finding out the big ways God is showing up in your life. 
Have a great week.”

    Dismiss children to their small groups.

SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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Trusting in what you can’t see 
because of what you can see.

Hebrews 10:32-35; 11:8-12; 
Genesis 12:1-7

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes

FAITH

CATCH ON: Make the Connection 

PREVIEW
Note! This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer 

leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you 

combine all your kids in both large and small group time. 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. 

They’ll discuss real-life experiences, interact with a group of peers, and participate 

in a variety of activities that appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and 

memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are always a part of this hands-on time. 

Gather children into the same small groups as for Plug In.

GET READY 
For each small group, do the following: 
 •  Promise Timeline: Provide a long sheet of mural paper, markers,  

and tape.
 •  You and Me: Use a variety of objects to create an obstacle course 

kids will complete in pairs. You may also want to provide bandanas, 
scarves, or strips of muslin to tie pairs of kids together at the wrists. 
Provide a stopwatch.

 •  Say It Aloud: Provide Bibles and a ball that is easy for kids to pass 
around a circle.

 • Me and You: No supplies are needed.
 •  Wrap Up: Make a copy of “Faith Story Questionnaire” (from the 

Activity Pages on the Web site) for each kid. Provide copies of “Faith 
Story Letter” for parents who didn’t get it last week.

 •  Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door 
cards. 

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
Activity #2 is also particularly good for children who need to move in order 
to stay engaged (not just for boys). 

Kindergarten–5th Grade

JUNE 12, 2011

Virtue:

Bible Story:

Bottom Line: You can trust that God will keep His promises 
because you can see the promises He’s kept.

Memory Verse: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1, NIV

TAKE OFF

Recycle • Make It Stick
What do you want to make sure they 
never forget?

Impress • Make It Big
What is the one thing you want them 
to understand?

Personalize • Make It Real
What can you model for them from 
your own life?

Apply • Make It Fit
What do you want them to walk away 
and do?

Transition • Make It Flow
What will you say or do to keep them 
engaged?
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1. Promise Timeline (application activity / review the Bible lesson)
Tape the mural paper to a wall. Set out the markers and instruct kids to work 
together to make a timeline across the top of the page. They can write or 
draw the events. The timeline should tell the story of Abraham (the events 
heard in today’s Bible lesson). Make sure kids label the parts of his story 
that seemed impossible and the parts of the story God made happen. The 
timeline should be in chronological order, but it doesn’t have to be perfectly 
accurate. You can prompt kids with the following details, which are in 
chronological order:

 • God told Abraham to leave home.
 •  God made Abraham a promise: that He would make Abraham (and 

therefore his descendants) into a great nation.
 • Abraham packed up his tents, belongings, and animals.
 •  Abraham set out on his journey, taking his wife, Sarah, his nephew Lot, 

their workers/servants, and their possessions.
 • Abraham arrived in Canaan [KAY nuhn].
 •  Abraham built an altar to God to worship Him and honor Him for 

leading Abraham there.
 • Abraham and his family lived in tents as nomads in the land of Canaan.
 •  Twenty-five years later Abraham’s wife had a baby when she was  

very old.
 •  Abraham’s descendents became as numerous as the grains of sand on 

the seashore.

 Next, invite kids to create a timeline for their own lives, labeling 
something that seems impossible to them and something God might 
do. For example: I was born. I went to elementary school. My parents go 
on a mission trip to Kenya every year, but I’m too young to go. I want to go 
on a mission trip someday. God makes me a doctor, and I travel all over the 
continent of Africa helping people.

LEADER: “Well, you know that  you can trust that God will keep His 
promises because you can see the promises He’s kept. He kept His 
promise to Abraham, but it took a really long time. Do you know how long it 
was before Abraham and Sarah had a baby? (Pause for responses.) Twenty-
five years! Do you think they got a little antsy, wondering if God was really 
going to keep His promise? Yeah! But God’s timeline isn’t always the same 

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection 
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as our timelines. Some of the things on your timelines may take a long time, 
too. Abraham is a prime example of how to have faith. That’s because he 
obeyed God even before God kept those promises to him. How did obeying 
God build Abraham’s faith? (Pause for answers after each question.)  What 
can you do to obey God? How might that build your faith?”

 If there’s room on the paper, add a timeline of your own. Share it 
with the kids. If there’s no room, just tell them a story of something that 
seemed impossible in your life before God changed it and made  
it possible.

Optional 5th Grade Discussion Questions
If you lead fifth graders, consider asking these discussion questions:
  •  Some of the people listed in Hebrews died while waiting to see 

God’s promises answered. Does this mean God isn’t faithful? (No, 
God ALWAYS keeps His promises. He might keep the promise later, 
for reasons we might not yet understand.)

  •  What can you do on your own to remember more of God’s 
promises? (Possible answers: Look in a study Bible, research God’s 
promises online, talk to an adult who knows a lot about God, etc.)

  •  If someone promised you something you really, really wanted, you’d 
probably think and talk about it all the time. God has promised us 
heaven—not a goal for you to work toward, but a promise. There 
is a place so amazing waiting for you that words can’t describe it. 
(Just try reading the book of Revelation.) What can we do to better 
understand the promise of a life that lasts forever in a place better 
than our imagination can dream of? (Possible answers: Get a book 
about heaven, read Bible passages about heaven, try to draw 
heaven, write the promises you find, memorize Scriptures about 
heaven, etc.)

* 2. You and Me (application activity / great for boys)
Group kids into pairs. Ask pairs to link elbows, or tie pairs together at 
the wrist with a bandana or scarf. Then challenge pairs to go through the 
obstacle course in pairs. If you like, time the pairs to see which pair can 
complete the course fastest.

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection
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LEADER:  “God will never break a promise to you. He never has and 
He never will. Just like you and your partner never broke your hold as you 
went through all of these obstacles, God will never break His promise to 
you, no matter what you face in life. What was the promise God made to 
Abraham and kept? (God promised to make Abraham into a great nation, 
and then God made Abraham the founder of the nation of Israel.) What is a 
promise He’s made and kept to you? (He’s promised never to leave you; He’s 
promised to hear you when you pray; He’s promised to forgive you.) What 
is the most important promise He’s made and kept? The most important 
promise He’s kept is His promise to provide a Savior. God gave us His Son, 
Jesus, so that our sins could be forgiven. When we ask Jesus to forgive us 
and to be our Savior, He will. Through Jesus, we can have a right relationship 
with God. And it’s all because God gave us a Savior in Jesus.  You can trust 
that God will keep His promises because you can see the promises He’s 
kept.  You can read in the Bible about the promises He’s kept, and you 
can see the promises He still keeps today.”

3. Say It Aloud (memory verse activity)
Ask kids to sit in a circle. Lead kids to open the Bibles to Hebrews 11:1. (See 
navigation tips from week 1 if needed.) Ask kids to read the verse aloud. 
Then ask kids to pass the ball from person to person, with each person 
saying the next word of the verse. Next, pass the ball randomly around the 
circle, rather than in order around it, with the person who receives the ball 
saying the next word of the verse.

LEADER:  “You can trust that God will keep His promises because you 
can see the promises He’s kept. When we see God keep His promises, it’s 
easier to have faith in Him. Abraham saw God keep His promise, but first  
He obeyed and followed God. He had faith in God and followed Him to a 
land he’d never seen. He had faith that God would give him children and 
that his grandchildren and great-grandchildren would eventually become 
the nation of Israel, even though that seemed pretty impossible.  Are you 
willing to follow God after seeing all the promises that He’s kept? Can 
you have faith and be sure of what you hope for and certain of what you 
do not see?”

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection 
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4. Me and You (pray)
Start by asking kids to think about this question and share their answers with 
a partner: “What are some times when you might need to be like Abraham 
and trust God by doing something or going somewhere new?” When kids 
have shared their answers, ask partners to pray for each other, prompting 
them to say a sentence prayer like: “Dear God, please help ____ to have 
faith in You. Amen.”

LEADER:  “You can trust that God will keep His promises because you 
can see the promises He’s kept.  Sometimes you’ll be able to show 
that you trust God by doing something or going somewhere new. That’s 
what Abraham did. Maybe you can do that, too. Is God calling you to go 
somewhere new? Is God calling you to do something new? You can do it and 
show that you trust God.”

WRAP UP
Bring together all the groups in your classroom so you can conclude the 
session with a review. Be prepared to distribute this week’s GodTime and 
Fridge Door cards. Give each kid a copy of “Faith Story Questionnaire” 
(Activity Page).

LEADER: “Abraham had some serious faith in God. He trusted that God was 
going to do something amazing. God kept His promise to Abraham, and 
He’ll keep His promises to us, too. God has done and is still doing some 
incredible things. Last week we told you that you’ll be collecting faith stories 
this month. And now, it’s time to start. We’ve given each of you a ‘Faith  
Story Questionnaire’ to take home with you. We want you to interview a 
person with a faith story. Then you can write or draw their answers right on 
the questionnaire, you can create a photomontage or scrapbook page about 
it, or you can record a video of your interview. Your parents can help you. 
Then bring those faith stories back here either next week or the week after. 
So go out and find us some great stories! We’re looking forward to hearing 
about them!”

Give each child a GodTime card. Distribute Fridge Door cards to parents as 
they arrive. Be sure to point out the “Faith Story Questionnaire” to them. 
Give them copies of “Faith Story Letter” if they didn’t get it last week.

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection
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