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THE FOOLISHNESS OF THE CROSS 
By Mike McClure 

 
 

Introduction: 1 Corinthians 1:18 

“For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.” In another place Paul writes, “We preach Christ 
crucified.” Why? 
 
 We carry a cross around our neck. We put it on the steeples of our churches. Often, 
they are jeweled or metal or polished wood - straight and true, decorative and pretty, 
neat and modern. 
 
   But the original cross wasn’t pretty. It was rough, raw wood - course, jagged, painful, 
cumbersome. Look at that old, rugged cross. Let’s look closely at its meaning. 
 

• It tells of Man’s Sin. 
• It tells of God’s Love. 
• It tells of Jesus’ Victory and Our Life in Him. 

 
I.  THE CROSS TELLS OF MAN’S SIN: HOW TERRIBLE IT IS.  
 
 A.  THE CROSS DEMONSTRATES HOW FAR MAN WOULD GO IN HIS   
  REBELLION AGAINST GOD. 
 
 1.  We are all guilty for the cross. It was our sin too that put Jesus on the cross. 
 
 2.  The Bible has many characters in the story of the cross. They represent us in  
  one way or another. 
  a. The Pharisees felt threatened by Jesus and helped to plan Jesus’ death. The  
   Pharisees exemplify our intolerance and defensiveness as well. 
  b. Pilate realized that Jesus was innocent. He wanted to wash his hands of this  
   whole ugly affair. But finally, for political reasons, he did what was easy   
   instead of what was right. And participated in the death of Jesus. He   
   exemplifies political expediency and protecting self. He stands for us in those  
   times when we choose what is easy and popular instead of choosing what is  
   right. 
  c. Judas betrayed Jesus and His friends. He stands for us when we betray Jesus 
   or when we betray our friends. Sometimes by words we kill our friend’s  
      reputation. 
  d. Peter denied Jesus. He exemplifies our lack of courage and our denials of  
   association with Jesus - at least by our actions. 
 e. Barabbas was set free when he should have been punished. That too is our  
  story. We deserved punishment for our sins, but Jesus took our place.  
     Barabbas is a reminder that we all need a substitute.  
 f. The unbelieving thief represents our lack of faith and our desire for Jesus to do  
  it our way. “Save yourself and us,” he cried. 
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 g. The fickle mob crying, “Crucify Him,” represents our indifference to suffering  
  and our quickness to follow the counsel of the wicked. 
 h. The soldiers gambling at the foot of the cross represent our gross ignorance of 
  the significance of the cross. 
 
 3.  Are we really all that different? The cross is a mirror in which we see reflected  
  our own rebellion against God and His holy ways. 
 
 B.  THE CROSS SHOWS HOW SERIOUS SIN IS. IT DEMONSTRATES GOD’S  
  FUNDAMENTAL HATRED OF SIN. 
 
 1.  Our idea of sin needs to be informed by what God thought was necessary to  
  destroy it. It was Jesus’ death on a cross! 
 

  If you think sin is not that bad, Think again. God sent His Son to die on the cross  
  to take care of sin. Sin is bad, it is costly. It costs us and it cost the life of our  
  Savior. 
 2.  The scripture says, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin.” 
 3.  God will not tolerate sin- it hurts us too much. 
 4.  We should not tolerate sin either- it hurts us and it hurts others too. 
 5.  The cross shows us how drastically God deals with sin. The Bible says, “He was  
  made to be sin for us who knew no sin.” 
 6.  If God had to send His only Son to the cross in order to pay for sin, it must be  
  dark and black indeed in the sight of God. The Cross shows how serious Sin is. 
 
 
II.  THE CROSS TELLS US OF GOD’S LOVE: HOW COSTLY IT IS! 
 
 A.  THE ONLY WAY GOD COULD FIND TO UPHOLD HIS HOLINESS AND HIS  
  LOVE WAS THE WAY OF THE CROSS. 
 
 1.  God’s Love Is Not A Cheap Love. TV pundits confuse Lust for Love and or  
  Tolerance for Love. 
      Illus- consuming orange juice or a mother automatically excusing her son. 
 2.  Like a good parent, God balances love and discipline, mercy and justice, grace  
  and holiness. 
 3.  He loves us and wants to forgive us, but he hates sin and must punish sin. He is  
  Savior, but He is also the Governor of the Universe, Who must uphold His law. 
 
 B.  GOD MUST UPHOLD HIS JUSTICE, BUT HE CHOOSES TO PERSONALLY  
  SHOW MERCY AT HIS OWN EXPENSE.  
 
 C.  THE CROSS INVOLVED GREAT SUFFERING AND SACRIFICE. 
 
 1.  The Chief Priests accused Him harshly. v.3. 
 2.  Pilate questions Jesus, and realizes His only guilt is that He has made the   
  Priests envious. vv. 4-5, 10, 14. 
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 3.  Pilate offers to set either Jesus or Barabbas free. The crowd is incited by the  
  priests to shout for Barabbas. What should be done with Jesus?  
      “Crucify Him.” vv. 6-15a. 
 4.  Jesus is scourged or flogged with a cat of nine tails.  v. 15. The whip had tips of  
  metal and bone attached to the leather to snap on and rip into the flesh. Roman  
  law required that no more than 40 lashes be given, since any above that was  
  considered life-threatening or capital punishment. Jesus was therefore given 39  
  lashes. Every lash tore the flesh from His back. It is recorded that sometimes the  
  cutting from the whip could open a wound all the way to the intestines. But from  
  the scourging and the cross, we are healed. 
 5.  The soldiers placed a robe and a crown of thorns on Him, and mocked Him. 
 6.  Jesus is made to carry His cross to Golgotha, the place of the skull. 
 7.  His hands were nailed to a cross and then His feet.    

  Isaiah 53:3-6: 
  “He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and acquainted with  
  grief; And like one from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did  
  not esteem Him. Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; 
         Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 
  But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our  
  iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging  
  we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to  
  his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.” 
 

 8.  He is hung naked and He is mocked. They said, “He saved others, but He can’t  
  save Himself” (v.31). 
 9.  He is abandoned by man. Judas betrayed Him, Peter denied Him, and the  
  disciples mostly scattered. 
 10. Worse - He is forsaken by God, The Father. 
 
     WE’VE BEEN GOING THROUGH THE STORY OF THE CROSS AND WE 
 HAVEN’T HEARD FROM HEAVEN. JESUS IS ON THE CROSS AND WE HAVEN’T 
 HEARD FROM THE FATHER. 
 
 1.  At His birth, we heard from heaven. Angels announced the glad tidings. A star  
  pointed to His birth. 
 2.  At His baptism, we heard from heaven. The Holy Spirit descended like a dove  
  and the voice of The Father proclaimed, “This is My beloved Son in Whom I am  
      well pleased.” 
 3.  At the Transfiguration, we heard from heaven. Moses and Elijah appeared before 
  Him and some disciples. 
 4.  In the temptation and at the Garden of Gethsemane,  angels were sent to   
  minister to Him. 
 5.  Now He is on the cross and we haven’t heard from Heaven until now.             

  Finally, at the cross we have a response from heaven. What is it? Heaven is  
  filled with darkness. God’s light has been eclipsed. And Jesus cries out to the  
  Father, “Why have You forsaken Me?”  
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  Forsaken is a strong word. It means “left behind, betrayed, abandoned.” The  
  Father is not rejecting Jesus, here. The Father is not holding back love. No.  
 But the Father is having a hard time looking on His Son when all the sins of the 
 world were heaped upon Him. The Father is allowing Jesus to make full 
 atonement for your sins and mine. 
        
 What does all this mean? It means that you and I have finally shown up in the 
 story of the cross too. 
        
 In order for you to experience resurrection life, Jesus had to experience 
 crucifixion death. He did this for you and me.  
       
 Jesus is willing to pay the price for you to have His righteousness. He is willing to 
 carry the burden of your sin.  
 
       “All we like sheep have gone astray. Each of us has turned to his own way; But 
 the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
 
      “There was darkness over all the land.” Why? Because sin had pulled a curtain 
 between the Father and the Son. And the Father had to withdraw when Jesus’ 
 hour had come. 
 
       “Jesus, would you give up riches for me?” Yes - He left heaven to seek and to 
 save those who were lost. 
 
       “Jesus, would you give up popularity for me?” Yes - He did. He went to the down 
 and outers, the poor, the despised, the marginal. He was numbered with the 
 transgressors. 
 
       “Jesus, would you give up physical comfort?” What kind of question is that?  
 Of course. He is suffering on the cross! 
       
 But there is one thing He has not had to surrender until now. One thing He has 
 had from all eternity. One thing more valuable than everything else in the 
 universe. There is one thing He has never been without. There is one thing He 
 has counted on every minute of His ministry. 
 
     THERE IS ONE THING HE HAS NOT SURRENDERED UNTIL NOW:  
 HIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE FATHER. 
 
       He’s always had that. And now He’s surrendering even that for you! The Father 
 turned His face away. The sky went dark. And Jesus cries, “Father, Why? Why? 
 Why have YOU forsaken Me?” 
 
       Even that had to happen for the cross to be effective for your sins and mine. 
 When Jesus died on the cross, He fully died. The Father’s relationship was taken 
 away.  
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       In fact, there is a hint in the Bible that Jesus went all the way into hell and 
 preached the gospel to the dead starting with those who died in Noah’s day. 
 
 See 1 Peter 3:18-20 and 4:5-6.  
 
       Jesus died fully. He even went into Hell without the presence of the Father to 
 preach the gospel. Even Hell could not hold Him. Even the gates of Hell cannot 
 prevail against Him! 
  
       When Jesus paid for your sins, He is able to write: “paid in full!” 
       If you trust Jesus for the payment of your sins, Satan has no claim over you! 
       Put your trust in Jesus. Your sins can be nailed to the cross.  
       I don’t care what you have done. Moses, Paul, Rahab, the Prostitute, Mary 
 Magdalene - all were forgiven, and used by God for His purposes. 
 
       Satan has no claim over you. He can’t say, “Yeah, but He never fully experienced 
 death. He always had the Father’s presence with Him. NO! For a while, knowing 
 better than any of us how important and valuable God’s presence and glory is, 
 Jesus had it taken from Him.  
 
       And He experienced this too for you and for me. He gave His all. And you must, 
 in turn, give your all. 
 
 
III. THE CROSS TELLS US OF GOD’S SALVATION PLAN AND VICTORY!  
 HOW INCREDIBLE IT IS! THERE IS A DEATH-RESURRECTION PROCESS! 
 
 A.  FOR JESUS: BEFORE THERE COULD BE RESURRECTION LIFE, THERE  
  HAD TO BE CRUCIFIXION DEATH. 
 

        Jesus had to die on the cross before He could win the victory and be resurrected.  
          Before Easter there had to be Good Friday. 
 
 B.  FOR US TOO: BEFORE THERE CAN BE RESURRECTION LIFE, THERE HAS 
  TO BE CRUCIFIXION DEATH. 
 

         Before you can experience the resurrection life of a believer, you must die out to  
  self, die out to your sins, and die out to your old way of life. 
 
          This is God’s way. It is the way of the cross. 
 
       NAIL YOUR SINS TO THE CROSS! 
 
  1.  THE BLOOD BRINGS REDEMPTION: 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Eph. 1:7. 
  2.  How long has God been planning your salvation? Since “before the   
   foundation of the world.” Eph. 1:3-4. 
 


