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Group and Family Experiences for K-5th Grades

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He ex-
ists in three persons: God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, 
so everything belongs to Him and is under His 
control. God is holy, so He is righteous, majestic, 
and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, 
thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and 
it is 100% accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His plea-
sure. But everybody falls short of God’s intention, 

or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, 
even though He wants an intimate relationship 
with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived 
on this earth, died, and rose again. God offers 
His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Je-
sus and accept Him as Savior—the only way to 
be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter 
into God’s family and will live with Him forever 
in heaven.

Scripture marked “NIrV” is 
taken from the Holy Bible, New 
International Reader’s Version™, 
Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by 
International Bible Society. Used 
by permission of Zondervan Pub-
lishing House. All rights reserved.

Scripture marked “NIV” is taken 
from the Holy Bible, NEW INTER-
NATIONAL VERSION®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 
Biblica. All rights reserved 
throughout the world. Used by 
permission of Biblica.
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1.  I need to make the wise choice.
2.  I can trust God no matter what.
3.   I should treat others the way  

I want to be treated.
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Virtue: KINDNESS
Showing others they are valuable 
by how you treat them.

PLUG IN Small groups 
 - 10-15 minutes
 - Focus the Energy 

POWER UP Large group 
 - 20-25 minutes
 - Engage the Heart

CATCH ON Small groups
 - 25-30 minutes
 - Make the Connection  

Memory Verse: “Do to others as you would have 
them do to you.” Luke 6:31, NIV

Bible Story: Child Care (Jesus and the children) • 
Mark 10:13-16

Bottom Line: Treat others the way Jesus would 
treat them.

Child Care
FEB
13, 2011
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Showing others they are valuable 
by how you treat them.

Mark 10:13-16

Small Groups, 10-15 minutes

KINDNESS

PLUG IN: Focus the Energy

PREVIEW
Note! This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer 

leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you 

combine all your kids in both large and small group time.

Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them 

individualized attention from a leader and plenty of interaction with their peers. If you 

have enough leaders, divide kids into small groups of up to 10 children. Ideally, assign 

the same Small Group Leader to the same group of kids for the entire year.

FOR LEADERS ONLY
In our culture it’s easy to give gifts and buy things for people in order to 
show them they are valued. What many people really want and need, 
though—especially children—is our time and attention. (1) Kindness is 
showing others they are valuable by how you treat them. (2) Jesus is the 
perfect example of God’s kindness. Every one of His words and actions was 
just the right thing to say and do—exactly what people needed at precisely 
the right time. Case in point: how He made time for kids and gave them His 
blessings. (3) Although we can’t live up to “perfect,” God wants us to treat 
others the way Jesus would treat them. (4) So today help kids discover that 
when they give others their time and attention, it not only strengthens their 
relationships, it shows others what Jesus is like.

GET READY
For each small group, do the following:
 •  Early Arriver Idea: Provide an interesting offering container.
 •  Picture Project: Provide a piece of poster board or a tear sheet, 

markers, and crayons.
 •  Gather the leaders together to pray before the kids arrive. Pray that 

each child would listen and learn the Bible truths presented during 
today’s session. If any kids arrive before or during the prayer, invite 
them to participate with the leaders.

Kindergarten–5th Grade

FEB 13, 2011

Virtue:

Bible Story:

Bottom Line: Treat others the way Jesus would treat them.

Memory Verse: “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
Luke 6:31, NIV

CHILD CARE

Recycle • Make It Stick
What do you want to make sure they 
never forget?

Impress • Make It Big
What is the one thing you want them 
to understand?

Personalize • Make It Real
What can you model for them from 
your own life?

Apply • Make It Fit
What do you want them to walk away 
and do?

Transition • Make It Flow
What will you say or do to keep them 
engaged?
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FEB 13, 2011

Early Arriver Idea
Ask kids to come up with rules they think are important for their group. They 
should talk about why they’re important. Invite the kids to put their offerings 
in the offering container.

Picture Project
This week, Plug in is unique in that each age group will prepare something 
to share during large group time. Invite kids to help draw a picture on the 
poster board/tear sheet provided. 

Each age group will need to draw a SPECIFIC picture to take to large group. 
Here’s a suggestion for how to divvy up the drawings:

 • One drawing of Jesus—by 1st grade group, working as a team
 • The disciples—by 4th and 5th graders
 • Various adults (men and women of all ages)—by 2nd and 3rd graders
 •  Various kids (of all ages: babies through their own age)— 

by kindergarteners

Prior to kids’ arrival, determine what pictures each age group will draw.

Instruct kids to draw their images large enough so they can be seen from 
several feet away. Designate one or two volunteers to hold the poster on the 
stage for the Leader during large group.

WRAP UP
LEADER: “Today in large group, you get to help tell the story!  Let’s go 
to large group and see how this picture that we drew together can be 
used to help tell the Bible story.”
Lead your group to the large group environment.

Small Groups, 10-15 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
PLUG IN: Focus the Energy
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SUPPLIES:
an interesting offering 
container

SUPPLIES:
poster board or tear sheet, 
markers, crayons
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Showing others they are valuable 
by how you treat them.

Mark 10:13-16

Large Group, 20-25 minutes

KINDNESS

POWER UP: Engage the Heart

PREVIEW
Note! This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer 

leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you 

combine all your kids in both large and small group time.

Power Up is designed to engage children in worship in a large group setting. Music, 

prayer, and an innovative approach to the Bible story are always a part of this interactive 

time.

FOR LEADERS ONLY
In our culture it’s easy to give gifts and buy things for people in order to 
show them they are valued. What many people really want and need, 
though—especially children—is our time and attention. (1) Kindness is 
showing others they are valuable by how you treat them. (2) Jesus is the 
perfect example of God’s kindness. Every one of His words and actions was 
just the right thing to say and do—exactly what people needed at precisely 
the right time. Case in point: how He made time for kids and gave them His 
blessings. (3) Although we can’t live up to “perfect,” God wants us to treat 
others the way Jesus would treat them. (4) So today help kids discover that 
when they give others their time and attention, it not only strengthens their 
relationships, it shows others what Jesus is like.

GET READY
Gather all the supplies needed for large group:
 •  People: You will need a Leader, an Assistant, and one kid volunteer per 

age group.
 •  Bibles: You will need a Bible for the story presentation and worship 

(preferably the NIrV).
 •  Large Group Visuals (from the Web site): You will need the “Virtue 

Slide” and today’s “Bottom Line Slide,” prepared at the beginning of 
the month. Prepare “Valentine Poem/Song” as noted in the LGVs.

Kindergarten–5th Grade

FEB 13, 2011

Virtue:

Bible Story:

Bottom Line: Treat others the way Jesus would treat them.

Memory Verse: “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
Luke 6:31, NIV

CHILD CARE

Recycle • Make It Stick
What do you want to make sure they 
never forget?

Impress • Make It Big
What is the one thing you want them 
to understand?

Personalize • Make It Real
What can you model for them from 
your own life?

Apply • Make It Fit
What do you want them to walk away 
and do?

Transition • Make It Flow
What will you say or do to keep them 
engaged?
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FEB 13, 2011

 •  Props and Costumes: The Assistant will need “kinda crazy” Valentine’s 
Day gifts: a corny poem or song (see “Valentine Poem/Song” LGV), a 
guitar, a music stand, a toilet brush with a bow on it. The Leader will 
need the pictures drawn by kids during Plug In. These pictures will 
include one picture of Jesus, various pictures of adults, various pictures 
of children, and pictures of the disciples. The Leader will also need a 
mirror, hidden somewhere on stage.

 •  Music and Sound Effects (SFX): You will need high-energy music as the 
kids enter and exit the room (like the downloadable MP3 virtue song 
from the Web site). For worship, you will need the Chase the Light and 
The Way I Was Made CDs. (Note: See permissions info in week 1.)

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter.

     Assistant should be onstage greeting kids as they come in. 
His poem/song and toilet brush should be hidden.

1. Get Started
ASSISTANT: “Good morning! There’s a special holiday this week. Know 
what it is? (Get responses.) Valentine’s Day! So I want to do something crazy 
and unexpected for my [insert appropriate ‘Valentine’ here: husband, wife, 
fiancée, mom, etc.] for Valentine’s Day.

“I was thinking I could tell [him/her] how valuable [he/she] is to me, so I 
wrote this song [or poem].

     Do ‘Valentine Poem/Song’ (LGV) as a poem or song. If sung, 
it is suggested you play guitar, badly. You do not need to 
memorize it, but be familiar with it. Can place on music 
stand or get a kid to hold script while you read or sing.

ASSISTANT: (Clear throat dramatically) “My unexpected Valentine’s song, 
entitled ‘Unexpected Valentine’s Song.’
  “Your love is as cool as lightning,
  But it’s not nearly as frightening … as lightning.

  “I think of you often, ALMOST every day;
  You’re on my mind like the hair on my head.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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FEB 13, 2011

  “Your kindness is kind.
  (Go into a rap here.)
  With a K to the I to the N to the D with a ‘ness.’ Uh, what?
  (Stammer and break out of the rap after ‘ness.’)
  And that’s how you spell ‘kindness’!

  “You’re my Valentine, my sweet, neat Valentine;
  And this [poem or song] is for you
   To tell you now and loud (get really loud here, big finish) you’re 

my Valentine!

“What do you guys think? (Get responses.) That bad, huh? Well, I was also 
thinking about things [insert name of ‘Valentine’] likes … like a clean toilet!

    Reveal toilet brush with bow on it.

“I could GIVE [him/her] a toilet brush to show [him/her] that [he/she] does 
DO a good job cleaning the toilet. And now [he/she] has a fresh, new brush! 
What do you think?” (Get responses.)

    Leader enters to hear final few lines.

LEADER: “What are you doing?”

ASSISTANT: “Since we’re talking about kindness this month, I thought of a 
way to show my Valentine how valuable [he/she] is to me. My Valentine loves 
a clean toilet. I mean, [he/she]’s always cleaning it, so [he/she] must love it, 
so I got [him/her] a new brush.”

CG: Virtue Slide

LEADER: (Deliver slowly) “Kindness is showing others they are valuable by 
how you treat them. I’m not sure how valued [insert name of ‘Valentine’] is 
going to feel with the gift of a toilet brush.”

ASSISTANT: “Hmmm, I really want [him/her] to know how valuable [he/she] 
is to me. Hey, I’ll listen to you guys sing and maybe that’ll inspire me!”

    Assistant exits.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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FEB 13, 2011

2. Lead Worship
LEADER: “I’m sure [insert Assistant’s name] will find the perfect Valentine’s 
Day gift. Speaking of Valentine’s Day—that reminds me of all the people I 
love and who love me. God uses those people, like my family and friends, 
to lift me up. Let’s stand and worship God, the one who can lift us up—no 
matter what kind of day we’re having.”

     Lead the group in singing the following songs. Add motions, 
like American Sign Language or other meaningful motions, 
where possible.

  “Get Down” / track 13 / from Chase the Light

LEADER: (Open the Bible to Psalm 145:8-9a, NIrV.) “Psalm 145:8-9 says, 
‘The Lord is gracious. He is kind and tender. He is slow to get angry. He is full 
of love. The Lord is good to all.’ God is so kind to us. He is the best Friend 
we could ever have. Because God is my Friend, I know  I can trust God 
no matter what. Let’s say that together.”

LEADER and KIDS:  “I can trust God no matter what.”

LEADER: “As we talk about kindness this month, remember we can be like 
Jesus and be a friend to others by showing them kindness in what we say, 
what we do, and what we give. Let’s be Jesus’ hands and feet as we show 
kindness to others.”

  “Hands and Feet” / track 10 / from The Way I Was Made

3. Present the Bible Lesson
     Leader: Note that the following Bible lesson script has been 

organized into three main points (noted in brown) to help 
 
you present it in a memorable way. The lesson concludes 
with a “closer” to help make real-life application for kids.

     As the kids bring up the pictures, use them like storyboards 
and move them around as needed to illustrate the story.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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FEB 13, 2011

THE CHILDREN 
LEADER: “I’m so glad that God is our Father because that makes us His kids! 
Did you know that Jesus actually spent time with kids? It says so right here 
in Mark 10:13-16. (Open Bible to Mark 10:13-16.) Jesus was traveling around 
and speaking to crowds of people who wanted to hear what He had to say.

“The first graders drew a picture of Jesus for us today. Can one of the first 
graders bring it up here, please? 

     Wait for kid to bring up picture. Let her hold it up 
throughout story.

“People began to bring children to Jesus. I think the kindergartners have 
drawn pictures of kids. Can you bring those pictures up here? 

     Wait for kids to bring up pictures. Let them hold them up 
throughout story.

“Parents and probably some aunts, uncles, and grandparents brought the 
children to Jesus. Anybody draw any pictures of some adults? Can the 
second and third graders bring them up, please?

     Wait for kids to bring up pictures. Let them hold them up 
throughout story.

“Those kids must have been all ages: little babies and toddlers, and kids 
your age!

DISCIPLES’ RESPONSE
LEADER: “Jesus wasn’t there by Himself. The disciples were with Him. Did 
anyone draw pictures of the disciples?

     Wait for kids to bring up pictures. Let them hold them up 
throughout story.

“When the disciples saw the people coming with their kids, they told the 
people to stop. What?? I wonder why they did that. Maybe the disciples 
thought that Jesus was much too busy and important to spend time with 
kids. Maybe they thought Jesus should spend all His time with adults.  

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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FEB 13, 2011

Maybe some of the babies were crying or had stinky diapers or the 
preschoolers were whining or the older kids were running around making 
lots of noise. I don’t know. But even if they were, it wouldn’t have made any 
difference to Jesus.

JESUS’ RESPONSE
LEADER: “Nope. In fact, Jesus was very annoyed with the disciples. He 
corrected the disciples and told them that they should LET the children 
come to Him! Not only did Jesus correct the disciples, but He WANTED 
the children—kids just like (point to various kids) you, and you, and you—to 
come to Him.

“Jesus picked up those babies and whining three-year-olds—and maybe 
even the big kids—and held them and hugged them, and spent time with 
them. Jesus gave the children His time and His attention! What an amazing 
thing Jesus did. He was a very busy man. He had a lot of people following 
Him and wanting to hear what He had to say. But in the middle of His 
busyness, Jesus took time to give babies, toddlers, and kids your age His 
time and attention. Jesus gave us a great example of how we should treat 
others:  treat others the way Jesus would treat them.

“You guys did a great job holding up your pictures and helping me tell the 
story today. And you all did an outstanding job of drawing for us today! Give 
yourselves a hand. You can return to your seats.

    Collect pictures and lay them toward the back of the stage.

CLOSE THE STORY
LEADER: “By giving them His time and attention, Jesus showed all those 
kids how valuable they were to Him. We can do the same thing. Maybe your 
little brother or sister really likes to play with you. Now you know the games 
they play are babyish, but you could  treat others the way Jesus would 
treat them by spending time with them and playing a game with them. You 
would really make them feel valued! Maybe you know someone who’s older 
and can’t get out, like someone in a nursing home. You and your family 
could visit them, spend time talking to them, giving them your time and 
attention. Or you probably know a quiet kid at school. You can  treat others 
the way Jesus would treat them by taking the time to get to know him and 
inviting him to sit with you at lunch. When we’re in a situation like that and 

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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FEB 13, 2011

we have a choice to make, what do we always say? (Get responses.) That’s 
right.  I need to make the wise choice. Say that with me.”

LEADER and KIDS:  “I need to make the wise choice.”

LEADER:  “Where do we find out how to make the wise choice? 
(Pause for responses.) That’s right—the Bible. The Bible is like a … (show 
mirror) mirror. It shows you things about yourself that need to change.

“Maybe something we need to change is how we treat others. Maybe 
we don’t spend enough time with our little brothers or sisters, or give our 
attention to shut-ins or the quiet kid who we don’t know very well. Today we 
learned that we should  treat others the way Jesus would treat them.

“Jesus is the perfect example of God’s kindness. When you  treat others 
the way Jesus would treat them, you’re showing how Jesus values others—
everyone is valuable to Him. When you give others your time and attention, 
your friendships will be better and stronger.  Treat others the way Jesus 
would treat them. Let’s say that together.”

CG: Bottom Line Slide

LEADER and KIDS:  “Treat others the way Jesus would treat them.”

4. Pray
LEADER: “Let’s pray. God, thank You for showing us in Your Word, the  
Bible, how Jesus took time for and paid attention to kids while He was on 
earth. We know He was really busy, but You showed us that He loved kids   
so much that He took time for them. Help us take time for others like Jesus 
did. Amen.”

    Assistant enters quietly during prayer. Leader exits.

5. Wrap Up
ASSISTANT: “I was thinking about this unexpected Valentine’s Day gift I want 
to give my Valentine. I realized I was going about it the wrong way, especially 
with a toilet brush! I listened to the story and it gave me an idea. I think I’ll 

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart

®
©

 2
01

0 
Th

e 
re

Th
in

k 
G

ro
up

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
. •

 w
w

w
.re

Th
in

kG
ro

up
.o

rg

11



FEB 13, 2011

give [him/her] something [he/she] would really enjoy and I would want [him/
her] to give it to me … my time. After all, [he/she] is my Valentine and I’m 
[his/her] Valentine, and we’d rather spend time together more than anything.

“When you’re trying to think of ways to show kindness, remember what  
we say: to  treat others the way I want to be treated. How should I 
treat others?”

ASSISTANT and KIDS:  “I should treat others the way I want to 
be treated.”

ASSISTANT: “That’s right. Show kindness to someone this week by what 
you say, do, or give. Valentine’s Day might be a great day to do something 
unexpected—you know, go kinda crazy with kindness on Valentine’s Day. 
Have a great week!”

    Dismiss children to their small groups.

SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.

Large Group, 20-25 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
POWER UP: Engage the Heart
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Showing others they are valuable 
by how you treat them.

Mark 10:13-16

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes

KINDNESS

CATCH ON: Make the Connection 

PREVIEW
Note! This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer 

leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you 

combine all your kids in both large and small group time. 

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. 

They’ll discuss real-life experiences, interact with a group of peers, and participate 

in a variety of activities that appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and 

memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are always a part of this hands-on time. 

Gather children into the same small groups as for Plug In.

GET READY 
For each small group, do the following: 
 •  Daily Kindness: Make a copy of “Daily Kindness Pie Chart” and “Daily 

Kindness Pie Slices” (from Activity Pages on the Web site) for each kid. 
Copy each kid’s “Pie Slices” on a different color of paper. Cut apart 
the pieces, and hide them throughout your space. If you don’t have 
enough space to hide the pieces creatively, that’s fine, just as long as 
they’re at least somewhat hidden. Provide glue sticks and markers.

 •  Verse Line Up (for K-1st graders): Print “Memory Verse Phrases” 
(from the Activity Pages on the Web site) on cardstock and cut apart. 
Also provide Bibles.

 • Scripture Look-Up (for 2nd-5th graders): Provide Bibles.
 • Echo Prayers: No supplies are needed.
 • Mirror Images: You’ll need a Bible for this activity.
 •  Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door 

cards.

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
Activity #1 is also particularly good for children who need to move in order 
to stay engaged (not just for boys).

Kindergarten–5th Grade

FEB 13, 2011

Virtue:

Bible Story:

Bottom Line: Treat others the way Jesus would treat them.

Memory Verse: “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
Luke 6:31, NIV

CHILD CARE

Recycle • Make It Stick
What do you want to make sure they 
never forget?

Impress • Make It Big
What is the one thing you want them 
to understand?

Personalize • Make It Real
What can you model for them from 
your own life?

Apply • Make It Fit
What do you want them to walk away 
and do?

Transition • Make It Flow
What will you say or do to keep them 
engaged?
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* 1. Daily Kindness (application activity / great for boys)
Show kids one of the pie pieces and tell them that there are pieces hidden 
throughout your space. Assign each kid a different color to find. Once kids 
have each found all 10 pieces, gather them back together and give each kid 
a pie chart. Tell kids that there are two pie slices with “unkind” things written 
on them. Kids need to identify those pieces and make sure they don’t glue 
them on their pie charts. You may need to help younger kids. Instruct them 
to glue the “kind” pieces onto their charts. (It doesn’t matter which piece 
gets glued to each day.) They can write additional ideas on their charts, too.

LEADER: “In this week’s Bible story, we learned that Jesus showed special 
attention to the kids who were brought to Him. Remember, the disciples 
tried to make the kids leave because they didn’t think that Jesus wanted 
to be ‘bothered’ with them. They didn’t realize how much Jesus loved and 
valued the kids. God wants us to show that sort of kindness to others, too! 

 When you give someone your time and attention, what does it do to 
your relationship with that person? What does doing the opposite do? 
(Pause for answers.) These pie charts are designed to help us plan ahead and 
go out of our way to be kind to others.  What can you say, do, or give 
this week that would show someone what Jesus thinks of him or her? 
This week, let’s practice being kind, like Jesus!  Kindness isn’t just for 
the people you want to be kind to. Don’t limit your kindness to certain 
people or certain ‘kinds’ of people. We must remember to  treat others 
the way Jesus would threat them. Take your kindness chart home and plan 
to do these kind things for someone each day!”

2. Verse Line Up (memory verse activity / for K-1st graders)
Help kids look up Luke 6:31 in their Bibles. (If needed, refer to week 1 for 
tips.) Say the verse together several times. Then give each kid a phrase and 
ask the group to line up in order. Say the verse together one more time.

LEADER:  “Jesus gave all kinds of people His time and attention. He 
didn’t just pick out certain types of people to be kind to. Show others 
they’re valuable and treat them the way you want to be treated by 
giving them your time and attention.  Treat others the way Jesus would 
treat them.”

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection 
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3. Scripture Look-Up (memory verse activity / Scripture search / for 2nd-
5th graders)
Divide kids into groups of two or three. Assign one of the following 
Scriptures for each group to look up. After all the groups have found their 
verse, give them a few minutes to discuss what Jesus is teaching, and how 
they can apply His example in their own life. Go around the group and have 
one kid from each team read the verse and the other(s) share what they can 
say, do, or give to show kindness in a similar way.
  
   Bible book facts to teach kids: Each verse in this activity is from one of the Gospels. 

The word Gospel means “Good News.” There are four Gospels in the Bible: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. The Gospels tell the story of the life and teachings of Jesus.

 1.   Matthew 6:14, NIV: “For if you forgive men when they sin against 
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.”

 2.   Mark 12:31, NIV: “The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

 3.  Luke 6:31, NIV: “Do to others as you would have them do to you.”
 4.   Luke 6:35, NIV: “But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend 

to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward 
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is 
kind to the ungrateful and wicked.”

 5.   John 4:40-41, NIV: “So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because 
of his words many more became believers.”

LEADER: “Jesus gave us a perfect example of kindness: we need to  treat 
others the way Jesus would treat them. In the last verse, we learned what 
happened as a result of Jesus giving people His time and attention: many 
people became believers.  Jesus gave people His time and attention. 
Show others they’re valuable by giving them your time and attention.”

 Share an example from your own experience of the difference it made 
to someone when you gave your time and attention to him/her.

Optional 5th Grade Discussion Questions
If you lead fifth graders, consider asking these discussion questions:
  •  Picture Jesus as a kid at your school. How would He treat others? Do 

you think He’d be popular?

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection
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  •  What is one thing you can do at home to follow Jesus’ example and 
show others how valuable they are to God? How about at school?

  • Do you think you can ever be too nice to people? Explain.

4. Echo Prayers (pray)
Form three or more groups based on commonalities between kids, such 
as going to the same school, living on the same street or in the same 
neighborhood, being on the same sports teams, having family that lives out 
of state, and so on. Ask groups to kneel, each in a different area or corner of 
the room, as you stand in the middle of the room.

Remind kids that they will have individual opportunities to show kindness 
this week that will be unique to them. They will meet, speak, play, eat, and 
interact with a lot of people. Every time their path crosses that of another, 
they have the unique opportunity to  treat others the way Jesus would 
treat them. Pray out loud and invite the kids to respond by echoing back 
what is said. Designate which group begins the echo and the path it will take 
around the room. Pray slowly, allowing each group to repeat your words. 

Your prayer might sound like: “Lord, thank You for loving us. Help us to love 
You back. Help us spread kindness wherever we go. Help us to treat others 
the way You would. Amen.”

LEADER: “When we treat others in a way that values them, we’re echoing 
Jesus. Don’t hold back kindness from certain people. Go crazy!  This 
week, think of those you’re with as the exact people God has chosen you 
to be kind to. You’re not sitting, standing in line, or talking with them by 
accident. Do, say, or give them something that echoes what Jesus would 
do, say, or give. Just as our prayers echoed around the room, let’s see if 
kindness can echo through all the places we go this week.”

5. Mirror Images (application activity / review the Bible lesson)
Instruct the kids to stand in a circle. Stand on the outside of the circle directly 
behind one of the kids. Explain that you will be reading today’s lesson 
passage found in Mark 10:13-16. Whoever you are standing behind as you 
read must act out that part of the story as it’s being heard. The remaining 

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection 
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kids watch that person as if looking in a mirror, and then imitate his or her 
exact motions and expressions. Read the passage slowly, allowing time 
for the kids to mirror the movements of the leader. Move around the circle 
several times, changing leaders often.

Lead the kids in a discussion about the way Jesus treated others. Direct the 
flow of conversation to include ideas of how He gave His time and attention 
to people, no matter who they were, even those who didn’t like Him. Ask 
for suggestions of how they can do the same. Talk about real-life ways they 
can mirror Jesus in what they do, say, and give this week. Encourage them 
to consider someone they don’t normally hang around with, or possibly 
someone they don’t particularly like. Remind them that kindness isn’t just for 
those who will be kind back. Kindness is to be shown to everyone.

LEADER: “Following the motions of another kid as we reviewed today’s 
Bible story wasn’t too hard, but mirroring Jesus isn’t quite so simple. In fact, 
at times it might feel impossible. Don’t give up, though. Remember that you 
can’t  treat others the way Jesus would treat them without God’s help. 
Jesus is a mirror of God. He’s the perfect example of God’s kindness. He set 
the standard for us to follow so we’d know how to treat others. Every one of 
His words and actions was just the right thing to say and do at exactly the 
right time. We can’t live up to ‘perfect,’ but with God’s help, we can do our 
best to mirror Him as closely as we can. 

 “This week, mirroring God might mean deliberately giving others 
your time and attention, even when you’d rather be doing something 
else. Kindness isn’t always convenient. Jesus went out of His way for you 
when He came to earth and went to the cross. How can you go out of 
your way for someone this week?”

 First, tell your group what made it hard for you to show kindness to 
others when you were their age. What makes it hard now? Next, tell 
your group ways you’ve found that help you treat others the way Jesus 
would, even when it’s hard.

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection
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WRAP UP
Bring together all the groups in your classroom so the Leader can conclude 
the session with a review. Be prepared to distribute this week’s GodTime and 
Fridge Door cards. 

LEADER: “Whenever you wonder how to treat someone, just think about 
how Jesus would treat them. Jesus treated every kind of person with kindness 
and showed them how valuable they were. Let’s do that, too.  Keep asking 
God to help you treat others the way Jesus treated them.”

Give each child a GodTime card. Distribute Fridge Door cards to parents as 
they arrive.

Small Groups, 25-30 minutes • for kindergarten–5th grade
CATCH ON: Make the Connection
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