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W E E K

PRELUDE

SOCIAL

STORY

BIBLE STORY

“In this world you will have trouble.
But be encouraged! I have won
the battle over the world.”
John 16:33b, NIrV

15

MIN

GROUPS

HOME

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arrivers
Question It

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“Super Wonderful” from Little Praise Party-Taste and See
“You Are My Hope” from Every Beat

MIN

25
MIN

I can trust God no matter what.

SMALL GROUP

10

Hope—Believing that
something good can come
out of something bad

BASIC TRUTH

APRIL 2019

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in
engaging ways
Opener
Bible Story
Worship
Prayer
Closer

LIFE APP

Whatever happens,
remember God is bigger
than your questions.

2–3

25
MIN

BOTTOM LINE

FOUR

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment
Monthly Overview

All I Ask of You
Jesus Appears to Thomas
John 20:19-29

MEMORY VERSE

WORSHIP

G R A D E S

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Beauty Revealed
Mystery Box
That’s What That Means
Prayer
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue

©2019 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

2

W E E K

PRELUDE

SOCIAL
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2–3

APRIL 2019

SMALL GROUP

WORSHIP

GROUPS

HOME

GETTIN G READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION

CHOOSE ONE OR BOTH OF THESE ACTIVITIES.

Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through
hands on experimentation and discovery

EARLY ARRIVER IDEA

•

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with
others and build on their understanding
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•

An offering container

QUESTION IT

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with
others and build on their understanding
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•
•
•

Paper
Pens
Bowl

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
CHOOSE AS MANY OF THESE ACTIVITIES AS
YOU LIKE.

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do
activity #1.

* 1. BEAUTY REVEALED

[TALK ABOUT GOD | BIBLE STORY REVIEW]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas
through the process of drawing, building, and designing
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•
•
•
•
•

W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Opaque box with a small object inside

3. THAT’S WHAT THAT MEANS

[HEAR FROM GOD | MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the
brain and taps into the energy in the body
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

White board
Marker
Print the “That’s What That Means” Activity Page and
cut apart; two sets for each small group
• Scissors
•
•
•

PRAYER

[PRAY TO GOD | PRAYER ACTIVITY]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the
brain and taps into the energy in the body
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•

No supplies needed

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s
GodTime and Parent Cue cards.
• Tell parents about our additional family resources:
Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app.
•

Paper
White crayons
Watercolors
Cups of water
Paintbrushes

2. MYSTERY BOX

[LIVE FOR GOD | APPLICATION ACTIVITY]
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PRELUDE

SOCIAL

STORY

WORSHIP

G R A D E S

FOUR

2–3

APRIL 2019

SMALL GROUP

GROUPS

HOME

15 MINUTES

BIBLE STORY

CONNECT

All I Ask of You
Jesus Appears to Thomas
John 20:19-29

MEMORY VERSE
“In this world you will have trouble.
But be encouraged! I have won
the battle over the world.”
John 16:33b, NIrV

LIFE APP
Hope—Believing that
something good can come
out of something bad

BOTTOM LINE
Whatever happens,
remember God is bigger
than your questions.

an activity that invites kids to share with others and
build on their understanding

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get
ready to experience today’s story.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for His
ability to handle any and every question we throw at Him. Ask Him to help your
kids understand that it’s not a bad thing when they have questions. Pray that
God would place people in your kids’ lives who can help them navigate their
questions, especially when those questions don’t have answers.

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Offering container

W H AT Y O U D O :

Welcome kids to Small Group, and show them where to put their offerings.
Play a few games of “20 Questions.”
Choose a person, place, or thing in your mind and let the kids ask yes-or-no
questions to try to guess what it is. They can have 20 questions before they
must guess.
• Let kids have a turn answering the questions.
• Say, “Questions are important! They’re how we learn about almost
everything.”
•
•
•

BASIC TRUTH
I can trust God no matter what.
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W E E K

PRELUDE

SOCIAL

STORY

G R A D E S

FOUR

2–3

APRIL 2019

SMALL GROUP

WORSHIP

GROUPS

HOME

15 MINUTES

BIBLE STORY

CONNECT

All I Ask of You
Jesus Appears to Thomas
John 20:19-29

an activity that invites kids to share with others and
build on their understanding

MEMORY VERSE

2. QUESTION IT

“In this world you will have trouble.
But be encouraged! I have won
the battle over the world.”
John 16:33b, NIrV

W H AT Y O U D O :

LIFE APP
Hope—Believing that
something good can come
out of something bad

BOTTOM LINE
Whatever happens,
remember God is bigger
than your questions.

BASIC TRUTH
I can trust God no matter what.

W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Paper, pens, bowl

Hand out paper and pens.
Instruct kids to write down a question or two that they would like to know
about the other kids in the group.
• When they have written their question, have them fold it up and put it in the
bowl.
• Invite kids to take turns pulling a question from the bowl and answering it.
• You may want to write down a few of questions to supplement, such as:
úú What is your favorite color?
úú What book did you last read?
úú If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why?
úú What is your favorite game to play?
úú If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go?
úú What is your favorite season and why?
úú What has someone done for you that made you feel good?
•
•

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“I hope you all learned something new about each other by asking questions
today. Asking questions is a good way to get to know people better, even if
you’ve known them for a long time. [Transition] In Large Group today, we are
going to hear a story about someone who had a lot of questions.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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25 MINUTES

TALK

CREATE

BIBLE STORY
REVIEW

an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of
drawing, building, and designing

ABOUT GOD

BIBLE STORY
All I Ask of You
Jesus Appears to Thomas
John 20:19-29

MEMORY VERSE
“In this world you will have trouble.
But be encouraged! I have won
the battle over the world.”
John 16:33b, NIrV

LIFE APP
Hope—Believing that
something good can come
out of something bad

BOTTOM LINE

* 1. BEAUTY REVEALED
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

paintbrushes

Paper, white crayons, watercolors, cups of water,

W H AT Y O U D O :

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Draw a picture on a white piece of paper using a white crayon.
Hold up the paper and ask the group to tell you what you drew.
After several guesses, paint over the whole paper with watercolor paints.
As you paint, have the kids watch carefully as your drawing is revealed.
Pass out paper and a white crayon to each kid.
Allow the kids to try drawing on their own paper.
When they are finished drawing, hand out watercolors.
Encourage kids to paint over their crayon drawing with watercolors to reveal
their pictures.

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“Sometimes we have questions that we cannot see the answers to. It’s always
easier to understand and believe things when we see them with our own
eyes. However, God asks us to believe in Him even when we can’t see Him in
physical form. [Make It Personal] (Talk about the reasons you believe God
is real.) God knows it is hard for us to believe what we can’t see, but whatever
happens, remember God is bigger than your questions.”

Whatever happens,
remember God is bigger
than your questions.

BASIC TRUTH
I can trust God no matter what.
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GROUPS

HOME

25 MINUTES

LIVE

EXPLORE

A P P L I C AT I O N
ACTIVITY

an activity that extends learning through hands on
experimentation and discovery

FOR GOD

BIBLE STORY

2. MYSTERY BOX

All I Ask of You
Jesus Appears to Thomas
John 20:19-29

W H AT Y O U D O :

MEMORY VERSE
“In this world you will have trouble.
But be encouraged! I have won
the battle over the world.”
John 16:33b, NIrV

LIFE APP
Hope—Believing that
something good can come
out of something bad

BOTTOM LINE
Whatever happens,
remember God is bigger
than your questions.

W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Opaque box with small object inside

Invite kids to sit in a circle.
Place the box in the middle of the group.
Don’t let anyone touch or pick up the box for hints!
Go around the group and encourage kids to ask yes-or-no questions to get
clues about what is inside the box.
• If a kid asks a question and the answer is yes, she gets to ask another
question. If the answer is no, the next kid can ask a question. (Limit this to
two questions per kid.)
• If kids want to make a guess about what is in the box, they can do so during
their turn.
• Keep going until someone guesses or as time allows.
•
•
•
•

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“This box contained something you couldn’t see, but you knew it was there.
You believed me when I told you it was there, and you asked questions to learn
more about it. That’s a lot like God; we know He is there even though we can’t
see Him. We need to ask questions about Him to learn more about who He is
and what He’s like so we can get to know Him better. We never have to worry
that we are asking too many questions or the wrong questions. Whatever
happens, remember God is bigger than your questions.”

BASIC TRUTH
I can trust God no matter what.
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HOME

25 MINUTES

HEAR

MOVE

MEMORY VERSE
ACTIVITY

an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and
taps into the energy in the body

FROM GOD

BIBLE STORY
All I Ask of You
Jesus Appears to Thomas
John 20:19-29

MEMORY VERSE
“In this world you will have trouble.
But be encouraged! I have won
the battle over the world.”
John 16:33b, NIrV

LIFE APP
Hope—Believing that
something good can come
out of something bad

BOTTOM LINE
Whatever happens,
remember God is bigger
than your questions.

3. THAT’S WHAT THAT MEANS
W H A T Y O U N E E D : “ That’s

erase marker

What That Means” Activity Page, white board, dry

W H AT Y O U D O :

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Write the memory verse (John 16:33b) on the board.
Hand out one of the action strips from the Activity Page to each kid (or pair
of kids).
Instruct kids to start doing the motion on their strip of paper, but without
using words.
Ask them to group up with anyone else doing the same motion.
Note: The motions will work with all translations and versions of the verse.
Encourage kids to work together as a group to see if they can figure out
what part of the verse goes with which motion.
Once the group has figured out all the motions, guide them to arrange
themselves in order and say the verse all together.

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“This verse tells us that God has all the answers. He knows everything about
the world and all the things in it. He even knows about space and time and
heaven and all the things outside of the earth. Even though God might not
always answer all of our questions, He never gets upset with us for asking.
Whatever happens, remember God is bigger than your questions. God will
always be there for us, and He wants us to keep talking to Him and keep asking
more about Him and His creation.”

BASIC TRUTH
I can trust God no matter what.
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WORSHIP
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HOME

25 MINUTES

PRAY

MOVE

P R AY E R
ACTIVITY

an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and
taps into the energy in the body

TO GOD

BIBLE STORY
All I Ask of You
Jesus Appears to Thomas
John 20:19-29

MEMORY VERSE
“In this world you will have trouble.
But be encouraged! I have won
the battle over the world.”
John 16:33b, NIrV

LIFE APP
Hope—Believing that
something good can come
out of something bad

BOTTOM LINE
Whatever happens,
remember God is bigger
than your questions.

PRAY AND DISMISS
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

No supplies needed

W H AT Y O U D O :

Instruct kids to make their bodies as big as they can and say, “God is bigger.”
Tell them to make their bodies as small as they can and say, “than our
questions.”
• Talk about what questions they have for God.
• After kids share for a few moments, lead them in prayer about their questions.
•
•

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“God, thank You for allowing us to ask questions. We are grateful that You
have given us Your Word where we can look for answers to all the things we
are wondering about. Please continue to also put people in our lives who
can answer our questions for us. We also pray that whatever happens, we will
remember You are bigger than our questions. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, ask kids to show parents their paintings and talk to
them about how they revealed their drawing. If possible, prepare parents that
the kids might have some big questions about God—perhaps even questions
that none of us know the answer to! And that’s okay. Encourage parents and
guardians to be honest with kids about the questions they don’t know the
answers to. Tell them to encourage kids that God can handle those questions
and wants to help them trust Him.

BASIC TRUTH
I can trust God no matter what.
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