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Scripture marked NIrV is taken from the Holy Bible, New
International Reader’s Version™, Copyright © 1995, 1996, 1998
by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan
Publishing House. All rights reserved.
These resources are intended to be downloaded and printed for
use by the subscribing entity only and may not be electronically
transferred to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities.
Any unauthorized reproduction of this material or incorporation
into a new work is a direct violation of US copyright laws. ©2019
The reThink Group. All rights reserved. First Look® and the First
Look® logo are trademarks of The reThink Group.
“STATEMENT OF FAITH” USER AGREEMENT
Orange gladly grants permission to churches, schools, and
other licensees to tailor First Look® materials to fit their unique
leadership requirements, locale and format preferences, and
physical environment needs. However, if you wish to edit the
content substantively, including Bible stories, learning activities,
scripts, and any other content in which biblical principles and
concepts are presented, you are obligated to do so within the
doctrinal guidelines we’ve expressed in our Statement of Faith.
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PRELUDE

SOCIAL

WORSHIP

STORY

GROUPS

HOME

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Monthly Overview
Create the Environment

BIBLE STORY

15

Be Fish
Row Your Boat
Fishing

10

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
Doesn’t Matter

10

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Bible Story
Prayer

MIN

MEMORY VERSE
“A friend loves at all times.”

Offer one or more of these activities as preschoolers arrive.

MIN

Jesus wants to be
my friend forever.
BREAKFAST WITH JESUS
JOHN 21:1-14

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

MIN

PROVERBS 17:17, NIRV

KEY QUESTION
Who is your friend?

BOTTOM LINE
Jesus is my friend.

BASIC TRUTH

25

MIN

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Offer as many of these activities as your time, facilities, resources, and
leadership allow.

Fish Verse
Story Picnic
Pack a Picnic
Fish on a Plate
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Going Home
Parent Cue

Jesus wants to be
my friend forever.
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PRELUDE

SOCIAL

WORSHIP
10 MINUTES

BIBLE STORY
Jesus wants to be
my friend forever.
BREAKFAST WITH JESUS
JOHN 21:1-14

STORY

GROUPS

HOME

15 MINUTES

Gather children for a Large Group time that includes interactive worship and
the Bible story. Some kids (especially the younger ones) may wander. That’s OK.
They’re still listening and learning!
First Look offers weekly Bible story videos on the DVD titled “Wonder! Look at God’s
Story. This DVD is available for purchase at OrangeStore.org.

WORSHIP

MEMORY VERSE
“A friend loves at all times.”

CD player and this month’s worship song, “Doesn’t
Matter,” which is included in your monthly files. The dance moves for this song
are available on the Hip Hip Hooray Dance Moves DVD.
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

“Hi, everyone! It’s great to see you today! Who can tell me what you
think we’re going to sing about today? (Pause.) Yes! We’re going to sing about
our friend Jesus. Jes us i s m y f ri end , and Jesus is your friend. Who is your
fri e n d ? J es us i s m y f ri end. Yes, He is. Let’s sing about that!
LEADER:

PROVERBS 17:17, NIRV

KEY QUESTION
Who is your friend?

BOTTOM LINE

(Lead children in singing “Doesn’t Matter.”)
“Way to go! You are all such amazing singers. Now one more time: Who is
y ou r fri e nd? Jes us i s m y f ri end. That’s right, friends. You better believe it!”

STORY

A Bible, wood blocks, a toy kitchen pan, “Fish” Activity
Page, bright-colored cardstock, and scissors
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Jesus is my friend.

BASIC TRUTH
Jesus wants to be
my friend forever.

W H AT Y O U D O :
B E F O R E T H E S T O R Y:

Make copies of the “Fish” Activity Page on a brightcolored cardstock and cut them apart. You will need one fish cutout per child.
“It’s story time! I need all of my friends to come sit with me. This is
the . . . (hold up Bible) . . . Bible! The Bible has God’s words in it. We love the
Bible!
LEADER:

(Give the Bible a hug and lay it open in front of the children.)
“Today you get to help me tell the Bible story. Let’s sit in a circle together!
(Help the children sit in a circle with you.)
“You will need one of these to help me tell the story.
(Give each child a fish cutout.)
©2019 The ReThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

3

W E E K

FOUR
APRIL 2019

L A R G E

2

YEAR-OLDS

G R O U P

PRELUDE

SOCIAL

WORSHIP
10 MINUTES
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HOME
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“This is a fish. Say, ‘Fish!’”
CHILDREN AND LEADER:
LEADER:

“Fish!”

“Good job!

“In our Bible story, some people were very sad because they didn’t think they would ever see their good friend
Jesus again.
“One day, while they were fishing, they looked over and saw Jesus standing on the beach! Jesus told them to bring
Him their fish, so they did.
“When they got their boat to Jesus, He was cooking fish over a fire. Let’s pretend these blocks are a fire.
(Arrange the blocks like a campfire.)
“There. Now we have a fire. And we can use this pan to cook our fish.
(Hold up the toy kitchen pan.)
“Everyone put your fish in the pan so it can cook.
(Guide each child to put their fish cutout in the pan.)
“Now we can pretend our fish are cooking. Mmmm, smells good!
“In our story, Jesus really did cook fish and bread for His friends. They had a breakfast picnic right there on the
beach.
“The people were so excited to see Jesus again. Jesus came back, just like He promised! Jesus told them how much
He loved them and that He would always be with them. It was the best day ever!
(Lay the pan aside.)
“But that’s not the end of the story. Jesus is your friend too. It’s true! Jesus is [child’s name]’s friend . . . (say this with
each child’s name as you point to them).
“So, when I say, ‘W h o i s y ou r fri e n d ? ’ you say, ‘ Jes us i s m y f ri end! ’ Ready? Who i s your f ri end? ”
C H I L D R E N A N D L E A D E R : “ J e s u s i s my fri e n d ! ”
LEADER:

to God.”

“Thank you for helping me tell the story. Let’s close our eyes and put our hands in our lap so we can talk

PRAYER

“Dear God, thank You for our good friend Jesus. Thank You that He loves us so much. I pray each child
here will follow Jesus one day so He can be their friend forever. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
LEADER:
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