


April 1st, 2019

Galatians 6:14  May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world.

It’s all about the cross.  It’s always been about the cross, and it will 
always be about the cross.  That is what I boast in.  I can never 
earn the righteousness of God.  The Bible calls us helpless in our 
sins and transgressions.  I can only receive righteousness as a gift 
from God.  But make no mistake it is a gift he gives.  2 Corinthians 
5 calls me the righteousness of God because he that knew no sin 
became sin for us.  He became sin and as he died so did my sin.  I 
no longer have to live as a sinful creature but get to be adopted as 
a child of God.  AND I am a joint heir with Jesus.  A joint heir????  
How good is our God that he didn’t just allow us to be part of his 
kingdom but we get to be sons and daughters in his kingdom.  In 
Ephesians 3 Paul prays that we would understand how wide, long, 
high, and deep the love of God is.  The reason he prays that is be-
cause he knows how difficult it is for us to grasp that kind of love.  
It is a perfect love that our imperfect selves don’t understand.  The 
way he showed us this love is that while we were yet sinners he 
died for us.  Once again it’s all about the cross.  Keep your eyes on 
the cross of Christ this Easter season and remember his great love.

Pray that you understand the true depths of God’s love.  

Andy Tracy
Senior Pastor



April 2nd, 2019

2 Corinthians 12:9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me.

I have always been a firm believer in being “real”. One of my larg-
est hangups with marrying a pastor was that I had met so many 
amazing pastors wives who seemed like “the whole package”. 
They truly came across like they had everything together, a per-
fect tidy home, well behaved kids, they never seemed to struggle 
in their marriages or with friendships, or with people. And well, I 
know myself VERY well, and I am astoundingly far from perfect. 
But I knew with an amazing certainty that I was supposed to 
marry my husband and thus I was catapulted in to this life of a 
“pastors wife” ready or not. But as I walked further down this road 
I noticed something surprising, the more I didn’t try to hide who 
I was, and the more I boasted in who Christ was in spite of all of 
my shortcomings, the more of an impact God was able to have on 
people through me. I am so thankful that I don’t have to be “per-
fect” for Christ to use me, because lets just be honest, I don’t know 
of a single person who could fit that bill.

Father God, I pray that on my journey to become more like you, the 
places I struggle never get in the way of who you are and you use 
me to be an example to others. I want nothing more than for you 
to get all the Glory and for my life to point others to you. Here I am, 
send me.

Ruth Tracy
Worship Leader



April 3rd, 2019

Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by 
some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that 
person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into 
the same temptation yourself. Share each other’s burdens, and 
in this way obey the law of Christ.
Galatians 6:1-2

One of my deepest regrets that I have is giving up on someone. 
I had a brother in Christ who I let go and live in sin. I wish all the 
time that I would have fought harder for him. That I wouldn’t have 
let sin and darkness take over that person’s life. I know for a fact I 
could have prayed more, loved more, and been there more. While 
I could sit here and live in the past I’m not going to. Instead I want 
to be known as the person who fights for his brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Even when they feel unlovable or are struggling, I want to 
be there for them. 

I can’t forget to add verse 3. It says, “If you think you are too import-
ant to help someone, you are only fooling yourself. You are not that 
important.” Imagine if Jesus would have found Himself too import-
ant for us. Thankfully he didn’t. Since he didn’t, we should go and 
live like Jesus. Share each others burdens. It’s a big part of what it 
means to be the church. Who is someone in your life that God has 
put in your life that needs gently and humbly help back on the 
right path. I pray that God would give you the words to say, as well 
to patience to love them through this time. 

Pray for boldness and wisdom on how to minister to someone who 
is caught up in sin. 

Shawn Vandemark
Assistant Pastor



April 4th, 2019

Mark 8:35 (NRSV)
“For those who want to save their life will lose it,
And those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.”

Submission. This word keeps following me around. There has been 
at least one chapter dedicated to it in the last 5 books I have read. 
It comes up in my conversations. It comes up in my Bible reading. 
It comes up in my prayers. I can’t get away from it. Sometimes God 
is gonna get something through to us whether we like it or not. 

For some of us, this concept of being Submitted to the LORD, and 
the authorities he has placed in our lives comes easily. You natu-
rally understand how things are ordered and designed and can 
follow direction well. But for the rest of us, Submission seems to go 
against our very nature! We say, “But I have a plan! I have goals! I 
have passions! The LORD made me this way! Why would I need to 
follow someone else’s plan for my life, even if it is the LORD’s!?” 

Now this might be a little over the top, but the point is that many 
of us have grown up in a world that tells us that we can be what-
ever we want, with a focus on what WE want.  I have only just 
started to understand the importance of being submitted to the 
LORD and the authority he has placed in my life in the past 2 
years, and let me just say, it has been one of the most liberating 
and healing experiences of my life. Because the Bible is so clear: 
when we try and go our own way, it always leads to death. But 
when we lay aside our life, our desires, our plans, and follow after 
him, that is when we find true life and salvation. 

May you lose your life for HIS sake
May you find freedom and healing in Submission to the LORD
May you find life, true life, in the saving gospel of Jesus Christ

Eli Tracy
Assistant Pastor



April 5th, 2019

Satan equals fear and fear can paralyze you.  This is when we 
choose to quit or lean hard on God.

When your life is completely blown apart, what do you do?   

My sister died way too young.  Five years after the first round of 
cancer we received the news that the cancer had returned. Fear 
immediately set in and all I could do is focus on it, the future was 
incredibly scary.  How can this be; she’s so young, she has a hus-
band and babies that need their mommy.  It’s not fair.  I began to 
beg God, I doubted God’s word, these were all real feelings… they 
hurt and it was hard!

When fear and darkness comes knocking on your door, turn to 
God, tell him you’re scared, tell him you doubt Him. Let Him com-
fort you, and do your best to keep your focus on Him. Don’t allow 
fear to have access in your life, surround yourself with positive 
reinforcement like praise and worship music, podcasts that will 
encourage you, get your people around you, you know the ones 
who will support you and not judge you during your time of dis-
couragement. Turn to the Bible and let God’s word cradle you. He 
completely understands, keep your focus on Him not the darkness 
that has been placed on your life, and accept that sometimes we 
will have to walk through the darkness, and remember that in His 
timing He WILL turn our pain to peace.

Mark 14:36 Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup from me.  
Yet not what I will, but what you will.

Dear God,

I don’t understand why bad things happen, but I thank you that 
you will always be with me during them.  Thank you for taking 
may pain away, thank you for allowing your light to shine through 
me, thank you that I will not be stopped by this huge heartbreak.  I 
will continue to choose you all the days of my life.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

Buff Tracy
Assistant Pastor



April 6th, 2019
John 4:10-14 (NIV)
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks 
you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you 
living water.”
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is 
deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our fa-
ther Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his 
sons and his livestock?”
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,14 
but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water 
I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

This devotional isn’t long enough to go into the details of this full story in depth.  
I would encourage you to dive in deeper to see more of what God is saying.  
There are a wealth of books and resources on the story of the woman at the 
well that answer questions like, Why was Jesus going to Samaria?  Why did He 
stay behind?  Why was it odd for Jesus to communicate with this woman? Etc.

Today I want to talk about thirst.  It’s interesting that the conversation starts 
out talking about water but very quickly turns to thirst.  When reading this text, 
the definition of thirst, “a strong desire for something” is what I feel like Jesus 
is conveying to her.  This is why he tells her to go and bring her husband in the 
next verse.  It’s not because He wants to give a man a drink of water, it’s be-
cause He wants to begin to breakdown for her that she has a “strong desire for 
something” and she has been quenching this thirst with the wrong thing.

How many times have we jumped from situation to situation; relationship to 
relationship; job to job because of a restlessness in our souls.  We know that 
there must be more to this life but we just can’t seem to find that satisfying 
place. That desire for true fulfillment is a thirst that only God can fill.  It’s not 
that you need a new relationship, you may just be thirsty and need to intensi-
fy your relationship with God.  You may not need a new job.  You may just be 
thirsty and need God to rain down His purposes into your soul.  You may not 
need a new group of friends, maybe God is calling you to lead your current 
group on a spiritual journey to deeper connections with Him.

God is the ultimate thirst quencher!  He will place desires in your heart that will 
only be fulfilled as you live your life achieving His purposes.  How do you get to 
these deeper levels?  By doing the things that are often mentioned in church.  
Spend daily time reading the Bible.  Prayer.  Praise and worship. Fasting.  And 
lastly, time.  Don’t forget these things take time.

PRAYER:  Lord, I completely open my soul and spirit to you right now and de-
clare that I want more of You in my life. Help me to surrender my will so that 
your presence permeates every aspect of my life.  Fill me up Lord like never 
before. In Jesus’ name.

Morvin Dixon
Assistant Pastor



April 7th, 2019

Sunday’s Sermon Notes -

What has God been speaking to me -

Things to pray for this week -



April 8th, 2019

“Give until your heart sings”

I saw this quote years back and it has stuck with me. I love it. I also 
like this quote by Dave Ramsey: “giving really is the most fun you 
can have with money.” I couldn’t agree more. You can only spend 
so much on yourself, it eventually stops being fun, and it certainly 
doesn’t satisfy. We were made in the image of God who gave His 
one and only son because He loved the world so much. He is a giv-
er; we were designed in His image to be givers as well. 

Matthew 6:21 NIV 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.
 
My husband bought me a wooden plaque for Christmas with this 
verse on it. It brought this verse back to memory for me and got 
me thinking. What do we treasure? There is no question the peo-
ple in our lives are invaluable. But let’s take a look at our resources. 
Where is our income spent? Of course, our needs for food, shel-
ter and clothing… have to be met. But have we landed on a good 
balance between self, and others? If we feel we are a little out of 
balance, a little high on self, can I challenge us to evaluate where 
we want our hearts? Do we want our hearts invested in others, in 
the ministry, in missions, in feeding, or freeing…? If your treasure is 
in worldly possessions, your heart remains right here on the earth. 
But if your treasure is in the things above, invested in things with 
eternal value, there your heart will be also. Your heart follows what 
you treasure. 

“it’s the generous givers who win in the end.”

Sharon Lillemon
Secretary/Treasurer



April 9th, 2019
What if God Wasn’t

Numbers 23:19 (NKJV) “God is not a man that He should lie, Nor a 
son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not 
do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?

Isaiah 55:8 (NKJV) “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor 
are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.

What if God was like us and not Who the Bible explains Him to 
be. What if He was fickle and selfish. Imagine if God valued isola-
tion over relationships, and entertainment over holiness. What if 
He was willing to twist truth to accommodate various situations. 
What if God put comfort and happiness above obedience. What 
if He could be bribed. What if God changed with every new fad or 
trend that came down the pipeline. What if He identified with a 
certain political party. What if He swayed with popular opinion. 
What if His word was intended to be interpreted in different ways 
to appease opposing opinions or beliefs.

The truth is God gives us the freedom to choose any or all of this. 
But the more I imagine applying this list of human tendencies 
to God, the less freeing it sounds. People dog the Bible for how 
“narrow” it is but I thank God for an ultimate, humanly impossible 
standard. It brings me peace to know - Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. Hebrews 13:8 (NKJV)

Lord Jesus, help me to study Your word today with an open heart 
and mind to receive what You have intended for me. Let my spir-
it be pliable for You to mold as You see fit. Help me submit my 
desires and perceptions to Your will. Thank You for Your absolute 
truth and commitment to my betterment. You’re Awesome! Amen.

Shawn Keegan
Elder 

“Has it ever occurred to you that nothing has ever occurred to 
God?”



I recently started reading through the book of Leviticus, the book 
of the Law.  As I was reading all of the rules and guidelines that 
God gave the Israelites in order to be reconciled to Him it be-
came very clear that we could never be good enough, work hard 
enough, or sacrifice enough to truly be in fellowship with God.

If someone even unintentionally committed a sin, when it became 
known they had to make a sacrifice to the Lord (Leviticus 4).  Addi-
tionally every year the entire nation of Israel had to observe a day 
of atonement or cleansing in order to be reconciled to God.
 
The good news is we don’t have to earn our way into heaven.  Je-
sus became the final sacrifice for our sins.  All we have to do is 
accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, turn from our old ways and 
follow him.

Don’t beat yourself up if you fail (we all do), just ask God to forgive 
you and let Him pick you up and move forward.

Romans 8:1-4 NIV
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit 
who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. For 
what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by 
the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 
in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully 
met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according 
to the spirit.

Mike Lewis
Elder

April 10th, 2019



April 11th, 2019

John 5:20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he 
himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show him, 
so that you may marvel.

When was the last time you were in awe of God?  What Jesus 
did on the cross is amazing and goes against our natural way of 
thinking.  Romans 5:6-8 explains this for us. “For while we were 
still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for 
a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows 
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.”  Imagine being a King and having your subjects rebel against 
you.  They won’t listen to you and even talk negatively against you.  
Someone shows up to destroy all who have turned their backs on 
you but instead you decide to give your life for them.  But aren’t 
they just getting what they deserve?  Yes.  That’s what makes the 
cross so amazing.  God could have been done with us.  Went on 
his way.  Created better humans, but decided to save us.  That is 
unbelievable.  This Easter season is an excellent time to Marvel at 
what God has done for all of us.  We didn’t deserve what he did.  
He also didn’t have to do it.  But such is the awesomeness of God’s 
love.  I’m in awe.

Pray that we all are reminded of the awesomeness of God this 
Easter.

Andy Tracy
Senior Pastor



Isaiah 55:8-9 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

“There is beauty to be found in the desperate and many-times-re-
peated unanswered prayers that have time and again ushered 
us to His feet. There is beauty to be found in a life poured out in 
faithfulness and obedience, no matter the circumstance. Often, 
to behold this beauty, to be reminded of God’s promises in such a 
tangible way, we must turn toward, not away from, the darkness.” 
-Katie Davis 

I can’t begin to relate to some of the things you have gone and are 
going through. I have had my hardships, and you have had yours 
and for either of us to pretend we know and understand would 
be to minimize the realties of both of our situations. But I do know 
this, His ways are higher. NO MATTER WHAT has come, or will 
come, His ways are higher, and we can trust that He knows and is 
right there with us. 

Ignoring our circumstances is not what God is asking us to do, He 
asks us to surrender them to Him and to trust that He has a plan. 
We may never understand on this side of heaven, but that is where 
faith comes in. God, help us to trust you when things just seem so 
dark and make no sense. Your ways are higher. 

Ruth Tracy 
Worship Leader

April 12th, 2019



April 13th, 2019

With his own blood—not the blood of goats and calves—he en-
tered the Most Holy Place once for all time and secured our re-
demption forever.
Hebrews 9:12 NLT

Wow, what a scripture! As I read this scripture I had to take a mo-
ment and just tell God thank you. Thanks that He would find me 
valuable enough to give His one and only Son. Wow!

I’ll never forget the first time I watched the movie “The Passion of 
the Christ”. I was moved to tears as I watched the movie depict 
what it must of been like for Jesus when He was beat and nailed 
to the cross. The tears flowed because I couldn’t believe that some-
one would do that for me. At times I had to look away as the gore 
was too much for me to watch. That night as I laid in bed I was 
once again overcome with emotion, but this time it was because I 
realized I was free! 

Jesus went, and with his blood, paid the price for all of our sins! 
Our redemption has been secured forever. As Easter gets closer 
let’s focus on the price that was paid for our freedom from sin, hell, 
death and the grave. That price was God’s best in Jesus.

Take some extra time today to praise and thank God for Jesus 
paying the price for our sins. 

Shawn Vandemark
Assistant Pastor



April 14th, 2019

Sunday’s Sermon Notes -

What has God been speaking to me -

Things to pray for this week -



April 15th, 2019
We all have addictions 

At some point in our lives we will all find ourselves living in denial of 
some addiction.  At that point we will have to ask ourselves if we really 
want things to change. The addiction may be food, illegal drugs, alco-
hol, sexual, prescription drugs, work, controlling others, serving others 
and not being there for our own family, fishing, sports, dance, tv, or just 
over medicating ourselves with social media, it can all be controlling.  
We all have an addiction story; yours may be just titled a little differently.  

We need the grace of God to break the addictions; we need to allow God 
to heal us. We must identify the addiction, admit that it is an addiction 
and that it is controlling us, and that we need freed from it.  We need 
God’s unfailing love.  When you truly surrender, God steps in, when you 
allow him to be in charge of your life, His power takes over to change 
you. Stop pushing God out of your life!

In John 5:6 Jesus asked the man, “Do you want to get well?”  This is on 
you, you have to decide, your people can’t help you until you make the 
decision that you want to get well, and find freedom from whatever is 
holding you hostage.  If you will humbly embrace this and allow God to 
work on you, and you are honest with yourself, you will begin to get a 
handle on the addiction and overcome it.  You will walk free!

Sometimes we have to stop relying on ourselves and surrender. God 
detests the proud.  When we are prideful it keeps us from experiencing 
his love, power, and acceptance.  Humility is the key to deliverance; stop 
playing God and surrender to His control and love.

Proverbs 16:18 Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit be-
fore a fall.

Psalms 139:23-24 Search me, O God, and know my heart:  Try me, and 
know my thoughts:  And see if there be any wicked way in me, And 
lead me in the way everlasting.

Dear God,
My life is yours; I surrender, search me, and help me in the areas that I’m strug-
gling in.  Show me the areas of my life that have control over me that I’m not 
even aware of.  I want free no matter how painful it is.  Thank you for bringing 
people into my life that I can trust and can help me overcome my addictions.  
Help me to allow my pride to diminish and to receive your unconditional love.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

Buff Tracy
Assistant Pastor



April 16th, 2019
Putting relationships in their correct perspective seems to be something 
we are always juggling.  As relationships grow or separate, the roles that 
people play in our lives are always in flux.  People who were your entire 
life while in high school, you may have not spoken to in years.  Maybe 
you developed some really strong relationships on a job but then you 
had to move.  These constant shifts could be unnerving.  I mean the old 
song is true.  “Sometimes you want to go where everybody knows your 
name.  And they’re always glad you came.”

Genesis 2:18 And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”

One of the things I find interesting about this verse is that before this 
point it was God and Adam.  They could walk and talk with each other 
and enjoy fellowship with each other.  Yet God knew it wasn’t enough.  
He knew that while He could be God to Adam, He couldn’t be the true 
companion that Adam needed.  Unfortunately in some modern rela-
tionships, we haven’t learned to put the right perspective on certain 
relationships and they get out of balance.  We expect God to be unre-
liable and fallible because people are, and then we want people to be 
unchanging and perfect like God is.  It is just not possible.  Don’t expect 
your friendships to be your god.  They will always fall short. Look for 
good Christian friends, find a strong community of believers, pray for a 
spouse that helps you be all that you can be, but they are not God.  We 
have to realize this or we will just cut people off when they hurt us and 
we will find ourselves isolated and alone.  Don’t put yourself in solitary 
confinement.  It is not good for you to be alone.  

At Family Christian Center, in addition to our Sunday services, we have 
several small groups that meet throughout the week to give you the op-
portunity to connect with people around a common interest, a book, or 
the Bible.  Take advantage of the opportunities to connect. These are re-
lationships that God has designed to help you grow as a believer.  They 
will prove invaluable to you over time.

PRAYER: Lord help me to find a group in my church that I can connect 
with on a deeper level.  Help me to see where I may have been closed 
off to relationships so that I can lower my walls and let people in.  I know 
that I can trust You to lead me to people who will help me grow in my 
faith.  Thank you for caring about my personal connection. In the name 
of Jesus I pray.

Morvin Dixon
Assistant Pastor



April 17th, 2019

Isaiah 40:28 NIV
…The Lord is the everlasting God,
    the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
    and his understanding no one can fathom.

I recently taught my 6 and 4-year-old this verse. And I LOVE it. I 
think it really sums up so well who our amazing God is. He always 
was and He always will be, He created everything, He never tires, 
and we will never scratch the surface of His understanding. He 
is GREAT! And, it is not just His understanding that is beyond our 
comprehension. His love is way beyond our understanding as well. 
We will never fully comprehend His great, unflawed, unconditional, 
perfect love for us. 

So, here’s my question. How are we doing at loving Him well in re-
turn? I began thinking about the love we have for our spouse and 
kids... We sacrifice for those we love well. Love gives before it takes. 
We serve those we love. Love is evident to others through our ac-
tions. There is no faking true sacrificial love. Again, are we loving 
God well? Has our love for God gone beyond our initial salvation 
prayer, and sporadic prayers to Him when tragedy strikes? Do we 
praise Him just when we are feeling it, or do we offer up a sacrifice 
of praise whether we are ‘feeling’ it or not? Are we obedient to His 
word, out of love for Him, despite the sacrifice this sometimes re-
quires?... 

Pray with me today: Lord God, I want to love You well! I want my 
daily actions to be motivated by my great love for You. I want to 
love You sacrificially, placing You far above all my fleshly wants 
and desires. In Jesus’ precious name I pray, amen. 

Sharon Lillemon
Secretary/Treasurer



April 18th, 2019
Are We Too Comfortable?

Romans 13:1-7 Let every soul be subject to the governing author-
ities. For there is no authority except from God, and the author-
ities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists 
the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist 
will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror 
to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the 
authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 
same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, 
be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s 
minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices 
evil. Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath 
but also for conscience’ sake. For because of this you also pay 
taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this 
very thing. Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes 
are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to 
whom honor.

I’ve heard Paul wrote this from prison. That’s pretty outstanding 
when you think about how hard it is for us to respect our bosses at 
work, where we are paid to perform. It’s so easy to talk trash with 
our fellow employees about our leaders. Even if our management 
is making horrible decisions that we have to personally put legs 
to, I believe we need to respectfully obey and do the best we can 
to follow instruction. I’m preaching to myself here because I fail at 
this almost every day. Unlike Paul’s four walls, we are not trapped 
in ours. We all have the freedom to leave our jobs if we can’t sup-
port the plan. So maybe if that is not the route we are going to 
take, we should shut our mouths and prayerfully support our em-
ployers and fellow employees. As Christians, let’s set the standard 
as we respect our leadership.

Jesus, forgive me for my negative attitude and words. Help me to 
bite my tongue when I need to and to praise others when Your 
Holy Spirit tells me to do so. Thank You for the standard of perfec-
tion that You set before me. Thanks for not letting me settle for OK. 
You’re Awesome! Amen

Shawn Keegan
Elder



April 19th, 2019

Matthew 6:6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the 
door and pray to your Father who is unseen. Then your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

I was about 13 years old when I started having regular devotions as 
a part of my day. It seemed so foreign to me, and I can remember 
many days when I literally felt like I was talking to the air and felt 
like a crazy person giving a portion of my day to reading the bible 
and praying. But the more I did it, the more I saw it affecting my 
day. I would read about something, and have no idea what it had 
to do with me, and then later that day, or shortly after I would see 
something happen that directly involved the things I was learning. 
It was shocking to me. Like I had stumbled across this fountain 
of wisdom. And the more I prayed for things and started keeping 
track of what I was praying for, the more I noticed God’s hand in 
my life and in the lives of those I prayed for. The bible speaks spe-
cifically that “if you seek me, you will find me. Knock and the door 
will be answered.” I eventually got to the place where I felt like I 
had this secret place where I talked and God actually HEARD me. 
If you are craving a relationship with God, its very simple, seek Him. 
You will be amazed at what you find. He is there, He is real. All you 
have to do is look. 

Father God, help me find you. I want to see you working in my life, 
and in the lives of those I love. I pray that as I spend time with you, 
I see with my own eyes the places you are with me. Meet me here. 
Amen. 

Ruth Tracy
Worship Leader



April 20th, 2019

Mark 16:19
“So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken 
up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.”

I usually don’t like to jump ahead in a story, but this one is just too 
exciting! Jesus was not defeated by the cross, but rose from the 
dead, having defeated death, hell, and the grave! He came back 
to life and gave some final instructions to his followers, and then 
ascended up into heaven to sit at the right hand of God! 

That is the triumphant image that we get to hold in our minds 
and hearts as we go out from the celebration on Easter Sunday. 
We have a living, active, savior who has overcome all the sin and 
darkness that we face, who now sits with our Lord. And that’s what 
it is really all about, isn’t it. I get to experience profound joy and 
celebration in this life because I have the absolute assurance that 
Jesus has made a way for me to spend eternity in the presence of 
God.

And this was what Jesus final instruction to us was, that we would 
go out into all the world and share this good news! The more I 
spend time with folks who do not know the Lord, the more I feel a 
sense of urgency to share the Gospel! I just want them to have the 
gift that I have been given. To know this peace, hope, joy, and love 
that only comes from our God. 

God, give us the courage to share your good news with all the 
world, so that they can share in the joy that we know in you! Amen

Eli Tracy
Assistant Pastor



What prayers did God answer during Lent?

What did God teach you through this devotional?

List some people that you are praying will come to 
know Christ this Easter Season


