


Introduction:
We just finished a series called “Off the Grid” where we talk-
ed about how to find rest and the importance of rest in this 
super busy world.  One of the things we know from scripture 
is that true rest comes from God.  (Matthew 11:28 Come to 
me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.)  The last sermon was titled “How To Stay On When 
You’re Off”.  The reason for that sermon is because a com-
mon mistake we make is when we vacate from the world we 
often vacate from our relationship with God and that is very 
counterproductive.  If true rest comes from God we should 
actually take extra time to grow our relationship with him 
while we are off work and have that extra time.  That is what 
this devotional is designed to do.  It is to help you stay on 
while you’re off.  It is here to get us closer to God where true 
rest lives so we can kick butt when our schedules take off.  I 
know not everybody’s life is the same, but July for the Tracy 
family is usually a little slower.  As life slows up I’m making it 
a personal ambition to take that extra time and not waste it.  
I’m going to get physical rest in the sunshine by the pool or 
pond, while at the same time getting spiritual rest by build-
ing my relationship with God.  I hope you will take this jour-
ney with me.  As we read and study together everyday from 
the scriptures and this devotional, I’m also going to build my 
sermons on each week’s readings so that we can receive a 
double portion of the word as we increase in our intimacy 
with our good heavenly father.  
Please, please, please commit to completely following 
through with this if you want real breakthrough in your life.  
If you are willing to see this all the way through I believe God 
will be faithful and you will see a harvest from your dedica-
tion.  God wants to give you rest and he has shown us where 
to find it.  Let’s go get it.

      -Pastor Andy Tracy



Read Mark 1 - Expectations and Trust
Senior Pastor Andy Tracy

“It’s Not Supposed To Be This Way.”
 That is the title of a book I read last year and it is 
also the way I feel about the early parts of Mark 1. God 
announces to the world that Jesus is his son and he is 
VERY pleased with him and then right after that an-
nouncement, he sends him into the wilderness without 
food to be tempted by the devil.  
I always thought that if God was pleased with me and 
if I do everything right I won’t be hungry and I won’t 
face temptation, but that is not what we see in the 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  Maybe this should be a 
lesson to us, that regardless of our circumstances we 
simply trust God.  We trust him when things are good 
and we trust him when things are bad.  No matter 
what, we trust.  

Pray for: Trust in the Lord.

July 8th, 2019



Read Mark 2-Hope
Worship Leader Ruth Tracy

I have always loved the story at the beginning of Mark 
chapter 2 because there is so much going on. First you have 
friends who are desperate and enduring enough to find a 
way for their friend to get his way to Jesus. They went so far 
as to cut a hole in the roof so their paralyzed friend could 
be lowered down to Jesus. And if you’ll notice, Jesus forgives 
the sins of the man not because of HIS faith, but because of 
his friends. Now, I’d imagine that he also had faith, but the 
passage clearly states it’s THEIR faith Jesus is talking about. 
What does that tell you about the power you have in your 
loved ones lives? THEY gave him access to Jesus, THEIR faith 
allowed his sins to be forgiven, and ultimately-he was even 
healed physically because of what his friends did here. There 
are times when we feel powerless in the lives of others and 
we have no idea what we can do to help their circumstance. 
While I can’t possibly know what you or the people around 
you are facing, I am CONFIDENT in saying this, chasing after 
God and bringing people to Jesus WILL change their lives. 
When you don’t know what else to do, bring them to Him. 
Whether it is physically bringing them to church, or in your 
prayers or in your allowing Jesus to live in you so that every 
time you are around them they are seeing Him because of 
how He is in you, it will not come back void. You can’t change 
people or circumstances, but you know and have access to 
the one who can. Never let that truth escape you, you do not 
have to feel powerless in the situations you face. Give them 
Jesus. 

“When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”    Mark 2:5

Pray for: Hope for the hopeless, encounters with Jesus.

July 9th, 2019



Read Mark 3- We are Family!
Assistant Pastor Shawn Vandemark

In Mark 3 we see this situation where Jesus’ mother, broth-
ers, and sisters are outside the door trying to get in to talk to 
Jesus. The crowd basically says “hey your family wants to see 
you.” Jesus’ response to that is “ Who are my mother and my 
brothers?” Then proceeds to tell the whole crowd this “Here 
are my mother and my brothers!  Whoever does the will of 
God is my brother and sister and mother.”

What I love about this scripture is it shows us what I believe 
the church is meant to be. Family. How do you view God’s 
church? Do you see the people you go to church with as an-
other church attender or as family? Jesus looked around the 
room and the people He saw were not projects or attenders 
of His talks but family. When the church can understand 
that we are more than just friends and people with common 
interest. That’s when we will see the church be unstoppable. 

Pray for: A greater love for God’s church 

July 10th, 2019



Read Mark 4-The Parable 
Paige Beauprez
 
As I was reading Mark 4, the parable of the mustard seed 
really stuck out to me. Jesus says the kingdom of God is like 
a mustard seed, the smallest of all but when planted and 
grown it becomes strong. I believe this means that when we 
come together and plant the church in a good foundation, 
the kingdom of God will be stronger than ever! Just imag-
ine how powerful it will be if we all truly work together and 
serve an amazing God who loves and cares for us. For the 
few years I have been alive, the world has been all about 
independence and doing things on your own. But if we as a 
church work towards the same goal and are united as one, 
there will be a force so powerful it’ll be like an explosion in 
the kingdom of God. So let’s work together and praise God! 

Pray for: Unity in the body, growth in the kingdom.

July 11th, 2019



Read Mark 5-Desperation
Church Elder Mike Lewis

A man possessed by demons, a woman with an incurable 
disease and a father of a dying daughter. Three desperate 
situations. These people were desperatefor a touch from Je-
sus, they needed a miracle. The first man RAN to Jesuswhen 
he saw him. He was desperate for deliverance. The woman 
with the blood disease PUSHED THROUGH the crowd just to 
touch Jesus’ coat. She was desperate for healing. Then there 
was the father of a dying child. He had no where else to go 
but to Jesus. You can almost feel his despair over losing his 
daughter. Why is it we will exhaust all other options; doctors, 
credit cards, isolating ourselves, living with guilt or shame, 
trying to fix it ourselves before we seek God’s help?

Why do we pray the hardest when we are desperate?
Maybe we need to be a little more “desperate” when we seek 
God about oureveryday issues.
Maybe we should be a little more desperate to see the lost 
saved.
Maybe we should be a little more desperate to see the sick 
healed.
Maybe we need to be a little more desperate to see a move 
of the Holy Spirit.
What do you need to get so desperate about that you are 
willing to do anything just to touch Jesus, that you will run to 
him and push through the crowd for?

Pray: Dear Lord forgive me for my lack of faith. Help me to 
make you my first resort and not my last. No matter what 
my situation, make me desperate for more of you.

July 12th, 2019



Read Mark 6-Self-Care
Assistant Pastor Buff Tracy

Mark 6:30-31 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all 
that they had done and taught.  And he said to them, “Come 
away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.”  For 
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even 
to eat.

How many of us are finding our lives with no leisure time, 
not even time to eat properly or get the proper rest.  Jesus 
clearly understood that self-care is needed in order to main-
tain a healthy existence.  When I am in a busy season, what 
I want to do is to work, push through and not stop.  In my 
mind, if a building is on fire, I can’t stop; I must work until 
the building has stopped burning.  Which is a good thing, all 
hands on the hose, work together, and get the fire out!  But, 
what if the building burns for days or weeks, and we don’t 
take time to eat, sleep or just some time alone? We will end 
up making bad choices, our minds will become blurry and 
we could make decisions that could put, not just ourselves, 
but others in danger.  We must place the proper boundaries 
in our lives to take care of ourselves.

Action plan for today; Take a nap or go for a walk!

Pray:  God thank you for helping me to see the things that 
I must do and lay aside the things that can wait until I 
have properly cared for myself.  Help me not to be selfish 
in the things that I think I have to do and to do the things 
that you want me to do.  Thank you, In Jesus’ name 
amen.

July 13th, 2019



Read Mark 7-Character of Christ
Tonya Briseno 

“The mind grows by what it feeds on”. -Holland

Outward appearance only mask the reality of what is going 
on inside. How someone dresses or acts are only outward 
signs. The true person is buried deep within one’s heart. Not 
the beating heart, but the “Heart” is the true nature of a 
man that will prevent them from doing certain things. Jesus 
knows the real heart. “Eating certain foods cannot corrupt 
someone”. It is all about the condition of the heart. In verses 
14-23, Jesus lists 13 sins that all come from the heart: adul-
terers, thieves, deceitfulness, and others all come out of the 
mindset. Not once does Jesus blame environment, temp-
tation, or lack of opportunity. Because today, that is what 
we try to do in order to justify our actions in those scenarios. 
When we develop the character of Christ, we have his mind. 
We will then be determined to do what the Holy Spirit wants 
and not our flesh. What are we doing and thinking on to 
develop our mind to be more like Jesus?

Pray for: Right thinking, a Heart after Christ’s 

July 14th, 2019



Read Mark 8-
Senior Pastor Andy Tracy

“What can a man give in return for his soul”
 God thought your soul was worth Jesus.  That is the 
price he put on your soul.  Knowing that should be motiva-
tion to not cheaply sell your soul.  Every temptation you face 
is the devil putting in his bid.  That’s when you stand up and 
shout “I am not my own but have been bought with a price.”  
And what a high price it was.  Tell satan and his cheap bids 
to take a hike.  You’re worth way more than he has to offer 
and you are not selling.  

Pray for: Faith to stand against temptation, Gratitude for 
Jesus’ sacrifice.

July 15th, 2019



Read Mark 9- Transformed
Sue Nofziger

The amazing transfiguration witnessed by Jesus, Peter, 
James and John prompted questions about Jesus “rising 
from the dead.” They had just heard God’s voice say, “This is 
my Son whom I love. Listen to Him!”  Yet they were discussing 
it among “themselves.” This is followed by the boy possessed 
with a spirit and when he wasn’t set free, an argument en-
sued with the crowd and the teachers of the law. Jesus told 
them the answer was prayer.  From there Jesus took the dis-
ciples through Galilee because He was teaching them and 
didn’t want others to know where they were.  He referred to 
his death again but they were afraid to ask him about it. 
After they arrived in Capernaum he asked them what they 
had been arguing about. Busted! And on top of that it was 
about who was the greatest! God had told them to listen to 
His Son but they tried to figure things out on their own and 
even argued with each other. We need to learn to listen to 
Him above all for answers, and avoid arguments that lead 
nowhere. How else can our lives be really transformed by 
Him?

Prayer: Lord show me what areas need to be transformed 
in my life.

July 16th, 2019



Read Mark 10-Child’s Faith
CJ Flanary

Faith is one of the most important parts of Christianity. 
What kind of faith are we supposed to have? We are sup-
posed to have faith like a child. To have faith in God like we 
have faith in gravity. Jesus says in Mark 10:15 “Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.” Have you ever spoken to a little 
child? When they believe something that’s just how it is. To 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child is to have faith 
in God like you have faith in water being wet. For instance, if 
in the middle of Lake Superior God said, “Get out of the boat 
and walk the rest of the way.” I’d argue, and you would too. A 
person with childlike faith though, would just walk right out 
of the boat.

Pray for: Childlike Faith

July 17th, 2019



Read Mark 11-Heavenly Power 
Sarah Chafins
 
In Mark 11, Jesus is changing the way we understand power. 
In verse 2, He states “Go to the village ahead of you, and just 
as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one 
has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here”. The world expects 
a king to arrive under pomp and circumstance. But, remem-
ber that Jesus arrived as a newborn... Vulnerable. Depen-
dent. Unexpected. Here, he’s chosen to arrive on an unrid-
den, untrained, ordinary colt. Over and over again, Jesus 
shows us that true, godly power is in the vulnerable, in the 
seemingly ordinary. Authentic and Heavenly power lies in 
God’s desire for us to be included and actively involved with 
Him. He doesn’t need us, he WANTS us to walk with Him in 
obedience and by his authority. He consistently blows expec-
tations away and radically shifts our lens of what Heavenly 
power looks like. 

Pray for: Heavenly Power in our lives, Gratitude for a God 
who WANTS us.

July 18th, 2019



Read Mark 12- Good Things Grow Slow
Assistant Pastor Elijah Tracy

It seems like God has been teaching me this one lesson, 
everywhere I look. When it comes to quality in anything we 
do, there is just no replacement for time, and time used on 
purpose. “Good things grow slow” has become one of those 
sayings that shapes my everyday life. In Mark 12:18-27 we see 
the Sadducees coming at Jesus with yet another theolog-
ical puzzle to try and trap him. Now there is so much to be 
said about why this keeps happening, or how frustrating it 
must be for Jesus to deal with, but the thing that I want to 
notice is his response. When they come to him and ask him 
this question about husbands and wives in heaven in order 
to trap him, he says, “Is not this the reason you are wrong, 
that you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God?” 
Woah. Jesus stops the whole conversation and just says it 
like it is. They are worried about the wrong stuff, and don’t 
have answers, not because it is too hard to find them, but 
because they aren’t spending enough time looking. God has 
laid out the way to live that is good and all we need to do in 
order to find it is to spend time in the scriptures and seeking 
his real power in our everyday lives. We need to spend pur-
poseful time with God, and then we will begin to know the 
things that truly matter in this life. 

Pray for: Desire to spend more time with the Lord.

July 19th, 2019



Read Mark 13-Preparation 
Ashlee Vandemark

Preparation can be one of the hardest things to do. You 
are training or getting ready for something that isn’t in the 
“right now”. I have run a few races and am in the middle of 
preparing for one right now, and let me tell you, I think pre-
paring is worse than the actual race I’ll be running. When 
you go to sign up for a race they show you the course map. 
This tells you exactly what you need to know in order to 
prepare for the race. Any hills, bridges, crossings, or turn 
arounds. Why am I telling you all of this? It’s because that is 
exactly what the Bible is. It’s your course map and Mark 13 
is something you need to prepare for. I used to be afraid of 
the end times and completely ignore it. Once God revealed 
to me that this wasn’t meant to be a gloom and doom scary 
thing but just a sign for what I need to prepare for, and so 
I started to look at it in a different light. Although we don’t 
know the time or day, it doesn’t mean we don’t prepare. We 
continue to get into our word and tell people about how 
wonderful and loving our God is. Don’t let the fear or the 
unknown detour you from what is at the finish line. Eternity 
with our savior. 

Pray For: A prepared heart for eternity, an increase in 
time spent in the word, peace about unknowns in our 
lives.

July 20th, 2019



Read Mark 14-
Founding Pastor Jill Tracy

Mark 14:38. “Keep watching and praying that you may not 
enter enter temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.”

We need more of Him and less of us! Who will be stronger in 
your life ......the flesh or the spirit? It is the one you feed! You 
feed the flesh by giving into it’s lusts. Give your flesh an inch 
and it will take a mile! But be filled with the Holy Spirit! Sit at 
his feet daily and ask him to fill you! Read the Bible. It is God 
speaking to you! Talk to him all day. After all, he’s right there 
with you! Galatians five talks about the fruits of the flesh ver-
sus the fruits of the Spirit. Sometimes I see “ugly” start com-
ing out in me. It may be negative thoughts, or words that 
are mean. I recognize I need more of Him! 

Where are you at today? Do you need more of Him? Ask Him 
to invade every part of your life.

Pray: “Father, please fill me with the Holy Spirit! Give me 
a passion for the things of God.”

July 21st, 2019



Read Mark 15-Unforgivable 
Senior Pastor Andy Tracy

We read in Mark 15 about a criminal named Barabbas who 
committed murder.  Which is pretty much the worst crime 
you can commit.  A man who was unforgivable, bound for 
death himself, and this is the man released instead of Jesus. 
This story is the perfect demonstration of what Jesus came 
to do. We are sinners of the worst sort. Unforgivable. Bound 
for death. And Jesus took our place.  We didn’t deserve it.  He 
just did it.  I hope and pray that this summer you don’t ever 
forget the sacrifice he made for your salvation. I hope you 
live everyday trying to live a life worthy of the gift that was 
freely given.  We are so blessed to serve such a loving heav-
enly father.  Never forget that.  

Pray for: Gratitude for Jesus’ Sacrifice, To live a worthy 
life.

July 22nd, 2019



Read Mark 16- Ending and Sending
Assistant Pastor Eli Tracy

I love a good ending. I really do not like it when I am unsure 
whether or not something in my life is over. I was told a fun-
ny story recently of a couple of teenagers that were dating, 
and one day a visiting family friend asked the young man 
if the two of them were still together, to which he replied, 
“I’m not sure.” What an awful place to be! It is so tough to 
operate from a place of uncertainty. When Jesus earthly 
ministry came to an end, he communicated clearly that he 
was going to sit at the right hand of the Father and that 
his time as a man on earth was done. Clear closure. But the 
most important part is his Sending. Jesus doesn’t just aban-
don his disciples, or us, to wander aimlessly in this life. Jesus 
commissioned us, “To go out into all the world and preach 
the gospel to all of creation!” All things in this life end. It is so 
important to end them well, and then to move purposefully 
into whatever God has prepared to come next.

Pray for: Closure in life where it is needed, a clear path 
forward, to be Sent by God.

July 23rd, 2019



Read Romans 1- What Now?
Shawn Keegan Church Elder

I grew up in the church. I’ve had a personal ownership of 
Christianity for a long time. I’ve always had a heart for the 
people who have the hard questions concerning God. I
remember being a kid and thinking, “what would a sceptic 
think of this church service.” I think that’s why I’m always 
drawn to apologetics. Recently my faith went through a 
shaking. My cushy job went to the opposite, my wife and 
and I struggled with how to discipline some of our children, 
everything I owned seemed to be breaking down. I felt as 
though everything I put my hand to did not prosper. To top it 
all off, respected Christian friends were telling me stories and
their beliefs on polarizing topics such as, predestination vs. 
free will, women teaching men, and spiritual gifting. In short, 
I didn’t feel solid any more. I actually thought to myself, “if 
I’m struggling with these things as a believer, how can a 
sceptic decide to follow Jesus?” I went through a couple 
week period where I was really questioning what I truly be-
lieve. What kept me going is the proof in application of God’s 
Word to lives. The more the world deviates from God’s Word, 
the worse things get. The closer someone follows God’s 
Word, the better their life gets. All the death and suffering in 
the world is explained by the absence of the Biblical God.
Romans 1:16,17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who be-
lieves, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 
written, “The just shall live by faith.” Romans 1:20,21 For since 
the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 
excuse, because although they knew God, they did not glori-
fy Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their 
thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

July 24th, 2019



Read Romans 2-Adjustments
Assistant Pastor Morvin Dixon

Romans 2:1-2 (MSG)...Every time you criticize someone, you con-
demn yourself. It takes one to know one. Judgmental criticism 
of others is a well-known way of escaping detection in your own 
crimes and misdemeanors. But God isn’t so easily diverted. He sees 
right through all such smoke screens and holds you to what you’ve 
done.

Romans 1 ends with Paul describing people that God “let go of” 
(Romans 1:26 TLB) because they continued to be involved in sev-
eral unrepentant sins.  This was not God’s original desire but was 
the consequence for their continued disobedience.  Then after 
hearing this, these believers that Paul was speaking with began to 
criticize these who were judged and began to look at themselves 
as better because they didn’t have the same specific sins in their 
lives that Paul just mentioned.  I love the way The Message Bible 
paraphrases being judgemental; “Judgmental criticism of others 
is a well-known way of escaping detection in your own crimes and 
misdemeanors.”  It is easier to put others down than to find ways 
to lift them up.  It is easier to focus on the faults of others than to 
inspect our own lives and realize that our shortcomings, although 
they may not be specifically listed, are just as damaging.

I want to encourage you to do 2 things.  First, ask God to reveal 
to you ONE (yes just one) area in your life where you can make 
adjustments to be more like Christ this summer.  Typically we are 
very familiar with our vices but we just want to look at one.  Sec-
ond, love and accept people no matter the sins that you can see.  
Remember that you are not the judge.  God did not leave you in 
charge of condemning humanity.  He put you here to, with the love 
of Christ, point people to Jesus.

Pray: Lord, I ask that you help me to see one area where I need 
to make adjustments in my life.  And Lord, help me to, in love, 
point all people to You and Your direction for their lives.

July 25th, 2019



Read Romans 3-Follow His Lead
Church Elder Rob Goshia

Like all of us, Abraham was not without sin. In fact, I would 
say he had quite a knack for it. Out of fear, he lied about his 
wife (Sarah) being his sister, not once, but twice. He doubted 
(laughed at) God when he said he would give Abraham and 
Sarah a son (Isaac) and ended up sleeping with her servant 
(Hagar) who gave birth to Ishmael. So how did he become 
the father of our faith? When the pressure was on, he trusted 
God when others probably wouldn’t have. After all, he al-
most sacrificed Isaac. What massive amounts of faith would 
that take? He never boasted about himself, but instead cred-
ited God for his righteousness.

It is his faith that set him apart and it is faith today that 
earns favor with God. Like Abraham, God isn’t as concerned 
about where we have been as he is focused on how we fol-
low where he is leading us.

Pray for: Faith in God, Humility.

July 26th, 2019



Read Romans 4-Against All Hope
Head Custodian Timberly Tracy

Romans 4:20,21
“But he did not doubt or waver in unbelief concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong and empowered by faith, 
giving glory to God, being fully convinced that God had the 
power to do what He had promised.”

In our fallen sinful nature sometimes we think that God is 
like us. We feel so helpless in our negative circumstances 
and in our own power, and we forget that God is not pow-
erless. He is all powerful!! As Abraham looked at his cir-
cumstances, his age, Sarah’s age and barrenness, and he 
believed against all hope that God would keep His promise. 
From a human perspective it was impossible. With antici-
pation and expectation Abraham in faith believed God. He 
anticipated with confidence what he had no hope to see 
happen from his own power. He believed because he had 
complete confidence in God who made the promise. Our 
God is the God of the impossible, let’s choose to be like Abra-
ham, not wavering in our faith. Let’s live in full assurance 
that what God promises us, will happen. Let’s give God all 
the glory, He is faithful!!

Pray for: Understanding of God’s Power and Faithfulness, 
Increase in Faith

July 27th, 2019



Read Romans 5-One Man
Jenny Hanson

Much of Romans 5 focuses on the impact of the “One Man”.  
The scripture here is talking about how through one man 
(Adam) sin has entered the world, and through that one 
man we now encounter death. Romans 5:18a states, “There-
fore, as through one man’s offense judgement came to all 
men.” Romans 5:19a says, “For as by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners.”  If we only read this part of scrip-
ture we would be left feeling hopeless.  I get REALLY excited 
about the verses that follow.  Romans 5:18b “even so through 
one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, re-
sulting in justification of life.” And in Romans 5:19b “so also 
by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.”  We 
are made righteous!  We are justified! We are reconciled! All 
because of  the “One Man” Jesus Christ.  

Pray for: Understanding of Jesus, Praise him for making 
us righteous.

July 28th, 2019



Read Romans 6-Choose Life
Senior Pastor Andy Tracy

“Consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.”
Sin has no place in my life because it is dead to me.  We find 
out later in the chapter that it also brings death.  Sin just has 
death all around it, but God is life. The word tells us in Deu-
teronomy 30:19 that life and death, blessing and cursing are 
laid before us and that we are to choose life that both we 
and our children may live. The way to choose life is to choose 
God and not sin.  His thoughts, His ideas, and His ways need 
to be ours. Everything we say and do needs to be centered 
on God. Let’s concentrate on bringing life into our homes this 
day by bringing the spirit of the Lord with us.  Let’s choose 
God. 

Pray For: Clear path away from sin and towards God, Life 
from God in our homes.

July 29th, 2019



Read Romans 7-Bear Fruit
Sue Rosebrock

Romans 7:4 tells us we belong to Him who was raised from 
the dead, in order that we might bear fruit (produce a har-
vest of good deeds) for God.  Ephesians 2:10 - For we are 
God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.
So how do we consistently bear these good works when we 
sometimes still struggle with our own selfish fleshly desires?  
Romans 7:6 tells us we serve God in the new way of the Spirit.   
I believe being obedient to the Holy Spirit is key to producing 
good fruit in our lives. He is our helper, guide and teacher. 
Galatians 5:16 AMP explains it well...But I say, walk habitually 
in the (Holy) Spirit (seek Him and be responsive to His guid-
ance), and then you will certainly not carry out the desire of 
the (flesh) sinful nature ( which responds impulsively without 
regard for God and His precepts).
Let’s take the time daily to hear and then choose to respond 
to the Holy Spirit’s guidance.

Pray for: Guidance from the Holy Spirit, Help to be more 
obedient to the Lord.

July 30th, 2019



Read Romans 8-Life more Abundantly 
Founding Pastor Tim Tracy
 
Romans 8 is one of the most powerful chapters in the Bible. 
In fact, I had a class in Bible School called Romans 8 be-
cause it contains so many powerful truths that apply to the 
believers everyday life. In verses one and two the scripture 
says that there is no condemnation when your in Christ and 
that the Law of the Spirit of life has set us free from the law 
of sin and death. He gives us chance after chance to pick 
ourselves up and turn back to Him. He infuses us with His 
life. Jesus came that we might have life and have it more 
abundantly. When we fall, He is there to catch us. He is able 
and available to meet every need. You can thank God today 
that He will not leave you hopeless and helpless. He will al-
ways be there for you.

Pray for: Help choosing life, gratitude to God for sending 
Jesus.

July 31st, 2019



Read Romans 9- Mercy
Assistant Pastor Shawn Vandemark

So it is God who decides to show mercy. We can neither 
choose it nor work for it.
Romans 9:16

Read that scripture one more time… Aren’t you glad God’s 
mercy isn’t something you have to work for? Maybe I am 
speaking for myself but I am a selfish person who sins more 
than I would like to admit. Not to long ago I was sitting 
through a youth night we had and the Pastor who was 
speaking was talking about confessing our sins. We had 
sticky notes and each sticky note we had we wrote down a 
sin and how often we did it then we would stick it on our-
selves. By the end I was covered all over. But then came the 
best part. Confessing our sins to God and repenting. It was in 
that moment I was reminded of how rich our God is in mer-
cy. Even though I am a sinner. He is rich in mercy and choos-
es to forgive me everytime!

Pray for: God to have mercy on you and thank Him for His 
endless mercy. 

August 1st, 2019



Read Romans 10-Beautiful Feet
Assistant Pastor Eli Tracy

Today’s passage is filled with classic faith defining verses 
that I have heard my whole life. Romans 10:4, 9-10, 13, 17 are 
all part of the very foundation of faith that my life is built on. 
But this time, I was completely captivated by the line in v.15, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
Feet are gross. But here, they are the vehicle used to trans-
port the message of Jesus, and so they are a beautiful gift to 
the world. Sometimes we think about bringing Jesus to peo-
ple and we feel like we become an annoyance to them. But 
here the Bible puts the truth front and center. This Gospel of 
Salvation through Jesus Christ is the single greatest gift the 
world has ever been given, and those who carry it to others 
are blessed. 

Pray for: Salvation for others, Boldness to witness, Peace 
in Spirit with Evangelizing

August 2nd, 2019



Read Romans 11-Grafted In
Jen Hoeffel

Thank God that He has grafted us into His kingdom.  To be 
grafted in means we are inserted or transplanted - He takes 
us out of the old life and into a new one!  His incredible grace 
has given us a future.  It’s not based on our works, as this 
scripture says, but solely on His grace and mercy.  He alone 
has the power to cut off branches from Himself or graft 
branches back in.  I love the text that says that Israel is not 
beyond recovery into His kingdom.  Anyone can be brought 
back in - proving so much about the Lord’s character of 
kindness and mercy to those who believe!

Pray for: Gratitude for a kind and merciful God, Apprecia-
tion for new life.

August 3rd, 2019



Read Romans 12-You are valuable!
Secretary/Treasurer Sharon Lillemon

What has God given YOU to do? What gifting has He placed 
in your life? Don’t overcomplicate this. What are you natu-
rally good at? What comes easily to you? You, this church, 
your workplace, your family, need your unique gifting. The 
gifts listed in Romans 12 are: prophesying, serving, teaching, 
encouraging, giving, leading, and showing mercy. But I don’t 
believe this is an exhausted list. Every gift is equally valuable 
and equally NECESSARY. Please never feel like your gift of 
encouraging, for example, is any less valuable then the gift 
of teaching as a pastor may possess. Where would we be 
if our encouragers stopped encouraging, and our prophet-
ic minsters stopped prophesying? And furthermore, what 
would it look like if our gifted encouragers tried prophesy-
ing, and our prophetic ministers tried filling the unique role 
of gifted encouragers? What will our church look like, how 
beautiful will it become when all our believers begin operat-
ing in their specific God-given gifts?!

Pray for: Revelation of giftings, fully functioning body of 
Christ.

August 4th, 2019



Read Romans 13-Authority and Speeding
Assistant Pastor Morvin Dixon

I have several speeding tickets. Not the best way to start a 
devotional on obeying authority.  I remember having conver-
sations with people about the speed limit.  When many peo-
ple talk about the “speed limit” they speak of it as the “speed 
minimum”.  You may have heard. “The speed limit is 55.  Why 
am I having to drive 50 behind this slow person?” :-)  The 
speed limit is the maximum speed on that particular stretch 
of road. Why do we obey this limit?  Is it for fear of a ticket? 
According to the scripture we need to be better than that.  
We don’t obey simply to avoid punishment, but because it’s 
right. I am using the speed limit as my example but this is 
true of all of the laws that govern humanity.  Do what is right 
because it is right.  That’s how we are to live as christians.

PRAYER: Lord, inspect my heart and life and help me to 
see the areas where I am not living to the standard set by 
the scripture.  I desire to honor you and want that reflect-
ed in my every day.

August 5th, 2019



Read Romans 14-Stumbling Block
Assistant Pastor Eli Tracy

I always feel bad about inviting people who are on a diet 
to a church potluck. I want them there, and there is more 
to eating together than just the food, but a part of me is 
always nervous that I will be contributing to them messing 
up and eating something they shouldn’t. I remember when 
I was growing up, there was a huge emphasis in “church 
world” on right living. This is so terrible, but I remember hon-
estly thinking less of people because the list of music they lis-
tened to, shows they watched, or other habits didn’t match 
what I thought was right. So then, for a while when I was in 
my early 20’s I decided that I needed to correct being judge-
mental by saying that ANYTHING was ok. Isn’t it funny how 
we do that, we get off base one way and so our response is 
to swing too far the other way to try and correct it. When we 
read about being a “stumbling block” in v. 13 I think that it is 
so important that we see the intention here. We are to cov-
er one another. We all have weaknesses or vulnerabilities. 
Things that we know we should avoid because they hurt us, 
or our relationships, or our integrity, but for some reason we 
just can’t stay away, at least not for long. This is when we 
depend on one another to be strong for us. We need to take 
this responsibility to our brothers and sisters in Christ more 
seriously. We need to actively avoid habits that will cause 
a friend to stumble, even if it is not a weakness of ours. Not 
from a place of judgement, but because we love them and 
know that we will need that same covering in other areas.

Pray for: Wisdom to avoid being a stumbling block, hu-
mility to know when we need help in areas we are weak, 
judgemental mindsets to be replaced by genuine care for 
brothers and sisters in Christ.

August 6th, 2019



Read Romans 15-Failings and Growth
Dave Nofziger

Romans 15:1 says that we are to “bear with the failings of the 
weak” and vs. 7 tells us to “accept one another just as Christ 
accepted you.”

We all fail, mess up, make mistakes, sin, etc.  When we mess 
up, we naturally feel guilty and get down on ourselves.  We 
may figuratively ‘beat ourselves up’ for not measuring up to 
our own expectations.  But when we remind ourselves that 
Christ accepts and forgives us through his sacrificial death 
on the cross, we can stand up, dust ourselves off, learn from 
our mistakes, and grow. Then through the power of the Holy 
Spirit we can become more like Christ and rejoice in our 
growth.

On the other hand, when others fail in some way, we natu-
rally tend to judge them and get down on them for not mea-
suring up to our expectations.  Christ teaches us to do just 
the opposite.  Because Christ accepts and forgives us, we 
can now accept and forgive each other.  We can lift others 
up when they fail, and help them to grow so that they too 
can become more like Christ as we all rejoice in our growth.

Pray for: to seek forgiveness for ourselves from God, to be 
gracious and forgive others.

August 7th, 2019



Read Romans 16-With Many Thanks
Pam Bowers

Since my retirement in May, I’ve spent some time reflecting 
on my work years.  What I realize is that I did not reach this 
milestone alone. Many others have contributed time, wis-
dom, correction, talents and care. They listened to my stress 
responses, taught me things I needed to know, brought new 
light to situations that came up, and on occasion, even res-
cued me from a ditch where my car had landed on a snowy 
day! Paul didn’t reach his benchmarks alone either, and in 
this chapter, he took the time to point that out.  

Not only did he say, “good job, guys,” he described the 
achievements one by one, giving credit for the contributions 
of others that stand as a memorial even today. 
   
Do you practice gratitude for the people God has placed in 
your life? Do you tell them so?  I pray that God gives you an 
opportunity to write or speak appreciation today to some-
one who has helped you on your journey.  Make this a prac-
tice and watch God bless your life as you seek to build up 
those around you! 

Pray for: opportunities to practice gratitude, increased 
awareness of those who have helped you along the way.

August 8th, 2019



Conclusion

 I hope you enjoyed going through the books of Mark 
and Romans with us. I want to take this time to remind you 
how important your relationship with God is. There is noth-
ing that matters more. The Bible tells us to seek his kingdom 
first and everything will be added to us.  We worry about so 
much and there are so many distractions in this world but 
there is only one thing that truly matters.  And if we get that 
right everything else will fall into place.  That doesn’t mean 
life will work out exactly the way we want it, but that it will 
work out the way He wants, and His ways are better.  His 
ways are higher.  There was a preacher I respect who did 
a whole sermon on priorities.  He wanted to make sure his 
congregation understood priorities and that they had theirs 
in order.  At the end of his sermon he shared his priority list 
with his Church.  I want my priority list to look the same.  I’m 
going to leave that same list below for you to ponder before 
you make your own list.  God Bless.  I love you all.

Pastor Andy Tracy

1. GOD




