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Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25
“When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned 
to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, 
which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— to 
fulfil what was said through the prophet Isaiah:  
    "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,  
      the way to the sea, along the Jordan,  
      Galilee of the Gentiles—  
    the people living in darkness  
      have seen a great light;  
   on those living in the land of the shadow of death  
      a light has dawned."  
From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near."



Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, 
and healing every disease and sickness among the 
people. News about him spread all over Syria, and 
people brought to him all who were ill with various 
diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-
possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, 
and he healed them. Large crowds from Galilee, the 
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the 
Jordan followed him”.



THE STORY



THE STORY

• All fulfilled an important prophecy from Isaiah (Isaiah 9:12).  
Galilee was called Galilee of the Gentiles/nations.  Very 
multicultural area. 

• “Kingdom of heaven”. 
• “Kingdom of God”. 
• “Repent – the Kingdom of heaven is near”. 
• The rule of God was coming through Jesus.  It would grow 

through people demonstrating justice, loving their neighbour, 
feeding the hungry, setting free people in bondage, sharing the 
good news of forgiveness from God, and forgiving one another 
and their enemies. 

• Jesus then demonstrated that the Kingdom of heaven had 
come.



THE STORY



WHAT IS THE KINGDOM?

• Not a place you go into but a “ruling “of a king.  
• Jesus has defeated the devil and sin at the 

cross and resurrection. 
• He is reigning until all his enemies are under 

his feet - 1 Cor 15:25. 
• “All authority in heaven and on earth is being 

given to me” Matt 28:18 



WHAT IS THE KINGDOM?

• “This gospel of the kingdom is preached in the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and 
then the end will come.” Matt 24:14. 

• God is now forming His Kingdom (rule) 
gradually through this world.



THE CHURCH AND THE KINGDOM

• They are not the same. 
• The church is the witness to the kingdom. 
• The church is the agent of the kingdom. To 

preach the gospel of the kingdom, to bring all 
things under the dominion and headship of 
Christ - “to bring all things in heaven and on 
earth together under one head even Christ” - 
Eph 1:10.



THE CHURCH AND THE KINGDOM

• By prayer. 
• By evangelism and world mission. 
• By the integrity of our lives. 
• By prophetic and social action. 
• By involvement in everyday life and culture. 
• The church as a community prophetically 

demonstrates the Kingdom.



WHAT DOES IT AFFECT?

• Sickness. 
• Spiritual warfare - “But if I drive out demons by the 

finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to 
you.” Luke 11:20. 

• Poverty. 
• Work/Business - “When the true Christian enters the 

market place, Christ enters with him or her and together 
they must leave their mark of holiness.” - Bill Hybels. 

• Arts. 
• Race. 
• Ethical issues in our nation. 



REPENT

• Repentance is a total change of direction. 
• Repentance in 2 aspects: 
– Personal sins. 
– Attitude of the prevailing society.



THE KINGDOM – PRACTICAL AND 
DOWN TO EARTH

MATTHEW 13 

SESSION 2



INTRODUCTION

• 2 priorities: 
– “I will build my church” Matt 16:18. 
– “Seek first the Kingdom of God” Matt 6:33.



The Parable of the Sower

• The Story. 
• The difficult bit. 
• As the message of the gospel is shared: 
– No response. 
– An emotional response. 
– A preoccupied response. 
– An understood response.



The Parable of the Sower

• Application: 
– You cannot repeal the parable of the sower so be 

realistic. 
– As you sow seed of truth about Jesus you are 

guaranteed fruitfulness.  So be optimistic. 
–What should we do?  Sow lots of seed! 
–What is the main difference – Answer: 

understanding.  V19 “does not understand it”; v23 
“hears the word and understands it”.



The Parable of the Sower

• What does this mean? 
– Spell out the cost of following Jesus as well as the 

joys. 
– Discipleship is a journey. 
– Discipleship continues through to fruitfulness. 
– Discipleship is a community process.



The Parable of the Weeds



The Parables of Mustard Seed  
and Leaven

• Be encouraged by our seemingly small 
contribution. 



The Parables of Treasure and Pearl



IMPORTANT QUESTION –  
HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD?

• “Have you understood all these things?” They 
said to him, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained 
for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house, who brings out of his treasure what is 
new and what is old.” Matt 13:51-52. 

• Message translation is - “Every student well 
trained in God’s kingdom….”



IMPORTANT QUESTION –  
HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD?

• This is all about multiplication.  
• So have we understood and applied it? 
• What? 

– The story was changing worldview of the hearers. 
– People will respond differently. “As for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it.” Matt 13:23a. 

– What we may do for the Kingdom is small but God will 
ultimately multiply it. 

– It is to affect the world. 
– It is top priority. 
– All this is to encourage us in the work of the Kingdom but to 

be realistic about what is going to happen.



IN THE WORLD… FOR GOD’S 
KINGDOM

SESSION 3



SCENE 1 - A STORY ABOUT THE 
KINGDOM FROM JESUS



SCENE 1 - A STORY ABOUT THE 
KINGDOM FROM JESUS

• The good seed is the “sons of the 
Kingdom” (includes daughters!). 

• The field is the world – not the church.  
• The devil, is at work in the field as well. 
• Is this to stop, surely we don’t want both 

growing together?



SCENE 1 - A STORY ABOUT THE 
KINGDOM FROM JESUS



SCENE 1 - A STORY ABOUT THE 
KINGDOM FROM JESUS

• This is a principle of doing kingdom work. 
• Be patient.  
• “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 

some understand slowness. Instead he is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  2 
Peter 3:9.



SCENE 1 - A STORY ABOUT THE 
KINGDOM FROM JESUS



SCENE 1 - A STORY ABOUT THE 
KINGDOM FROM JESUS

• The righteous, (Sons of the Kingdom) will shine like 
the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. 

• Eph 4 teaches that to each of us “grace has been 
given”. 

• You have grace from God to achieve what you are 
sown for. 

• “Christ’s giving of ministers of the word to build up 
the whole body into his fullness is interwoven with 
the goal of his pervading the cosmos with his 
presence and rule”.  



SCENE 2 – WHAT’S THE KINGDOM 
GOING TO BE LIKE?

• The Kingdom will be here in all its fullness. 
• Because we are people of the Kingdom, we let 

that big vision of the Kingdom of the future 
affect our lives now. 

• Revelation chapter 21 and 22. 
• Characteristics: 
– A City.



SCENE 2 – WHAT’S THE KINGDOM 
GOING TO BE LIKE?

• A City has – architecture and craftsmanship and 
organisation and planning etc. 

• A City has culture. 
• “God restrains the full force of evil’s power, by the 

ordering of societies, by the provision of 
governments, and by the refreshment of culture.  
God is concerned with the growth of art, of society, 
of technology even in a world which is homesick for 
him: even for people who are out of touch with his 
love.  The sons of Cain too have gifts from God.”  
David Atkinson. 



SCENE 2 – WHAT’S THE KINGDOM 
GOING TO BE LIKE?

• This city has beauty. 
• A city has crowds of people. 
• It has a river and fruit trees to heal the nations. 
• Reconciliation. 
• No disease, dying or crying. 
• A renewed earth. 
• God will be present.



Matthew 13:24-30.
Here is another story Jesus told: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
farmer who planted good seed in his field.  But that night as the 
workers slept, his enemy came and planted weeds among the 
wheat, then slipped away.  When the crop began to grow and 
produce grain, the weeds also grew. 
“The farmer’s workers went to him and said, ‘Sir, the field where 
you planted that good seed is full of weeds! Where did they come 
from?’ 
“‘An enemy has done this!’ the farmer exclaimed.“‘Should we pull 
out the weeds?’ they asked. 
“‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat if you do.  Let both grow 
together until the harvest. Then I will tell the harvesters to sort 
out the weeds, tie them into bundles, and burn them, and to put 
the wheat in the barn.’”



Matthew 13:36-43
Then, leaving the crowds outside, Jesus went into the house. His 
disciples said, “Please explain to us the story of the weeds in the field.” 
Jesus replied, “The Son of Man is the farmer who plants the good 
seed.  The field is the world, and the good seed represents the people of 
the Kingdom. The weeds are the people who belong to the evil one. The 
enemy who planted the weeds among the wheat is the devil. The 
harvest is the end of the world, and the harvesters are the angels. 
“Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned in the fire, so it will be at 
the end of the world.  The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 
remove from his Kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do 
evil.  And the angels will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in their Father’s Kingdom. Anyone with ears to hear should 
listen and understand!  



Revelation 21:1-7
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old 
earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone.   And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. 
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now 
among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God 
himself will be with them.   He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there 
will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone 
forever.” 
And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” 
And then he said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy 
and true.”  And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—
the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the 
springs of the water of life.   All who are victorious will inherit all these 
blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children.  



Revelation 21:21-27
The twelve gates were made of pearls—each gate from a single 
pearl! And the main street was pure gold, as clear as glass. 
I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple.  And the city has no need of sun or moon, for 
the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light.  The 
nations will walk in its light, and the kings of the world will enter 
the city in all their glory.  Its gates will never be closed at the end 
of day because there is no night there.  And all the nations will 
bring their glory and honor into the city.  Nothing evil will be 
allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry and 
dishonesty—but only those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life.  



Revelation 22:1-2

Then the angel showed me a river with the water 
of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb.   It flowed down the center 
of the main street. On each side of the river grew 
a tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a 
fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for 
medicine to heal the nations.  



SPIRITUAL WARFARE SEMINAR



2 Corinthians 10:1-5

“By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you
—I, Paul, who am “timid” when face to face with you, but 
“bold” when away! 2 I beg you that when I come I may 
not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some 
people who think that we live by the standards of this 
world.3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage 
war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are 
not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have 
divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against 
the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought 
to make it obedient to Christ”.  



“The reality that the advance of the gospel and 
the building of the church involves us in attacking 
and experiencing counter-attack in relation to 
real cosmic forces of darkness under the control 
of Satan who is also described as the god of this 
world.” 



BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE ON  
SPIRITUAL WARFARE

• Three essential elements: 
– God is totally sovereign. 
– Our responsibility. 
– The reality of the power of the devil.



TERRITORIAL SPIRITS

• Dan 10.  
• Mark 5:10. 
• Acts 13:6-12, 16-21.  
• Demonic powers are behind the political, social and 

cultural conditions of the nations. 
• We do not have the authority to engage directly in 

warfare prayer against Satan. 
• We are called to do the works of the Kingdom. 
• Luke 10:18.



CHALLENGES TO OUR CALLING 
THROUGH SPIRITUAL WARFARE

• Challenge to build the church: 
– Context of spiritual warfare.  
–Matt 16:18. 
– Spiritual warfare is corporate.



WHAT ARE STRONGHOLDS?  
(2 Cor 10:1-5)

• What is a stronghold?  "A wise man attacks the city 
of the mighty and pulls down the stronghold in 
which they trust."  Prov 21:22. 

• Strongholds for us are wrong thought patterns and 
ideas which Satan and his demons influence. 

• Strongholds are essentially in the mind: 
– Past sins. 
– Our culture or family background. 
– Our emotions.



PRINCIPLES OF STRONGHOLDS IN 
CULTURE

• Culture and worldview affect the way we think 
in subtle ways. 

• Situation in all cultures.  
– Things that make the culture open to the gospel. 
– 'Neutral' factors, that can be used to the glory of 

God. 
– Strongholds in that culture which must be 

demolished.



PRINCIPLES OF STRONGHOLDS IN 
CULTURE

• Blindness in our own culture. 
• Cultural superiority.



STRONGHOLDS OF WESTERN 
WORLDVIEW

• Scientific rationalism/modernism. 
• Stronghold of consumerism. 
• Individualism.



GUILT, SHAME AND ANXIETY – APPRECIATING 
THE WAY OF THINKING IN EACH CULTURE

• Law/guilt cultures. 
• Honour/shame cultures. 
• Security/anxiety cultures. 
• For post-moderns. 
• “While guilt is a painful feeling of regret and 

responsibility for one’s actions, shame is a painful feeling 
about one’s self as a person”. Fossum and Mason, Facing 
Shame. 

•  For many people today shame is strong, but without the 
affirmation of “belonging” somewhere leading to a sense 
of fatherlessness or what is called an orphan spirit.



STRONGHOLD OF FAMILY CONTROL

• The essence of witchcraft is control. 
• Can come through exceptional parental or 

wider family dominance. 
• Mark 3:20-21, 31-34.



STRONGHOLDS CREATED THROUGH 
PAST SINFUL ACTIONS

• Occultism and witchcraft. 
• Sexual strongholds. 
– For Christians, sexual sin is particularly weakening. 
– "Flee from sexual immorality.  All other sins a man 

commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually 
sins against his own body.  Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom 
you have received from God?  You are not your own; you 
were bought at a price.  Therefore honour God with your 
body."  1 Cor 6:18-20.



STRONGHOLDS CREATED THROUGH 
PAST SINFUL ACTIONS

• Rebellion. 
• Addictions.



STRONGHOLDS CREATED THROUGH OUR 
EMOTIONS

• Stronghold of rejection. 
• Stronghold of negativity (self-rejection). 
• Stronghold of passivity. 
• Stronghold of fear. 
• Stronghold of anger and unforgiveness.



HOW DO WE DEAL WITH 
STRONGHOLDS?

• Strongholds can be in the mind, in the 
emotions or there can be specific demonic 
activity. 

• Mind – need teaching. 
• Emotions – need teaching and healing of past 

hurts. 
• Demonisation – need teaching and deliverance 

and possibly healing of past hurts.



www.daviddevenish.com/settingpeoplefree



“ALL OVER THE WORLD” – THE 
KINGDOM AND WORLD MISSION

LUKE 4:14-30 
SESSION 4 



INTRODUCTION

• Promised: 
– “The Lord had said to Abraham… all the families on earth 

will be blessed through you.” Gen 12:1-3 (NLT). 
– “And through your descendants all the nations of the 

earth will be blessed—all because you have obeyed me.” 
Gen 22:18 (NLT).  

• Celebrated in song: 
– “Regarding Jerusalem it will be said, “Everyone enjoys 

the rights of citizenship there.” And the Most High will 
personally bless this city. When the Lord registers the 
nations, he will say, “They have all become citizens of 
Jerusalem.” Psalm 87:5-6 (NLT).



INTRODUCTION

• Promised to the coming Messiah 
– “‘It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to 

restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of 
Israel I have kept.  I will also make you a light for 
the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the 
ends of the earth.’” Isa 49:6 (NIV). 

• God’s ultimate purpose  
– “For as the waters fill the sea, the earth will be 

filled with an awareness of the glory of the Lord.” 
Habakkuk 2:14 (NLT).



INTRODUCTION

• Fulfilled in Christ. 
• To be worked out in us - “And now that you 

belong to Christ, you are the true children of 
Abraham. You are his heirs, and God’s promise 
to Abraham belongs to you.”  Gal 3:29 (NLT). 

• Christ is the great apostle – the sent one.  We 
are an apostolic people. 

• Apostolic ministry is founded upon relationship 
but is purposeful in its mission.



THE STORY 
“Then Jesus returned to Galilee, filled with the Holy Spirit’s power. 
Reports about him spread quickly through the whole region. 15 He 
taught regularly in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
16 When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he 
went as usual to the synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up to 
read the Scriptures.17 The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed 
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where this was 
written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to 
bring Good News to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim that 
captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the 
oppressed will be set free, 19 and that the time of the Lord’s favour 
has come.”



20 He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. All eyes in the synagogue looked at him intently. 21 Then he 
began to speak to them. “The Scripture you’ve just heard has 
been fulfilled this very day!” 

22 Everyone spoke well of him and was amazed by the gracious 
words that came from his lips. “How can this be?” they asked. 
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 

23 Then he said, “You will undoubtedly quote me this proverb: 
‘Physician, heal yourself’—meaning, ‘Do miracles here in your 
hometown like those you did in Capernaum.’ 24 But I tell you the 
truth, no prophet is accepted in his own hometown.



25 “Certainly there were many needy widows in Israel in Elijah’s 
time, when the heavens were closed for three and a half years, 
and a severe famine devastated the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not 
sent to any of them. He was sent instead to a foreigner—a widow 
of Zarephath in the land of Sidon. 27 And there were many lepers 
in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, but the only one healed 
was Naaman, a Syrian.” 

28 When they heard this, the people in the synagogue were 
furious. 29 Jumping up, they mobbed him and forced him to the 
edge of the hill on which the town was built. They intended to 
push him over the cliff, 30 but he passed right through the crowd 
and went on his way.”  Luke 4:14-30 (NLT).



THE STORY 

• Nazareth. 
• Galilee, known as “Galilee of the nations”. 
•  Isaiah 61. 
• Isaiah 58:6.



TEACHING

• Jesus gave a prophetic demonstration of his 
message for all nations. 

• We must engage in world mission because 
grace is for all. 

• Because we too are anointed and sent.  
• "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, 

I am sending you." And with that he breathed 
on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit”.  
John 20:21-22. 



TEACHING

• “But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  Acts 
1:8.  Holy Spirit is for mission to the ends of 
the earth.



JESUS’ AND PAUL’S “MANIFESTOS”

• Jesus - Luke 4:18  “The Spirit of the Lord is on 
me, because he has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor.” 

• Paul - Romans 1:5  “through whom we have 
received grace and apostleship to bring about 
the obedience of faith for the sake of his 
name among all the nations.” (ESV)



JESUS’ AND PAUL’S “MANIFESTOS”

• For His names sake. 
• Grace. 
• Apostleship. 
• Among all the nations. 
• Obedience of faith. 
• ‘It has always been my ambition to preach the 

gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would 
not be building on someone else’s foundation’.  
Romans 15:20.



UNREACHED PEOPLES TODAY

“An unreached people group should be defined as ‘a 
people group within which there is no indigenous 
community of believing Christians able to evangelise 
this people group without outside (cross-cultural) 
assistance’.  ‘Unreachedness’ is thus not defined on 
the basis of whether there are any Christians or not, or 
whether there are any missionaries working among 
them or not.  It is defined on the basis of whether or 
not in that culture there is a viable, culturally relevant, 
witnessing church movement.”  Ralph D Winter.



VARIETY IS ESSENTIAL TO GLORIFY GOD

Acts 17:26-27  “From one man he made every 
nation of men, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he determined the times set for 
them and the exact places where they should 
live. God did this so that men would seek him and 
perhaps reach out for him and find him, though 
he is not far from each one of us”. 



VARIETY IS ESSENTIAL TO GLORIFY GOD

“The gospel is not safe in any culture without a witness 
within that culture, from beyond itself…  D T Niles 
writes, “Because we have come to terms with our own 
society, the total word of God has to be declared to us 
by another.”  In every culture the message of the gospel 
is in constant danger of being compromised by the 
value system that supports that culture and its goals.  
The stranger to that culture can instinctively identify 
those points of surrender and call the community back 
to a purer and more authentic faith.  But such infusions 
of new life are usually resented and resisted.”  



VARIETY IS ESSENTIAL TO GLORIFY GOD

“In other words, the task of missions may not be 
merely to win as many individuals as possible from the 
most responsive people  groups of the world, but 
rather to win individuals from all the people groups in 
the world”.  John Piper.  

“By focussing on all the people groups of the world, 
God undercuts ethnocentric pride and puts all peoples 
back upon His free grace rather than any distinctive of 
their own.”  John Piper.



VARIETY IS ESSENTIAL TO GLORIFY GOD

“Cultural diversity was built into the Christian 
faith…in Acts 15, which declared that the new 
Gentile Christians didn’t have to enter Jewish 
culture…The converts had to work out…a 
Hellenistic way of being a Christian.  [So] no one 
owns the Christian faith. There is no “Christian 
culture” the way there is an “Islamic culture” 
which you can recognise from Pakistan to Tunisia 
to Morocco.”  Andrew Walls.



CONCLUSION

• Anointing and sending is to all people groups. 
• Unreached peoples should be very high on the 

agenda. 
• High on the agenda of every church. 
• Many must go, be supported, prayed for, 

churches need to be caught up in the apostolic 
mission to reach every people group. 



SERVING THE KINGDOM – THE ROLE 
OF EQUIPPING LEADERSHIP

SESSION 5



THE SCRIPTURE - Eph 4:1-16
“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There 
is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the 
one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of 
us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it 
says, 
“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he 
gave gifts to men.”



9 (In saying, “He ascended”, what does it mean but that he had 
also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who 
descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, 
the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,12 to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,  to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may 
no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness 
in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are 
to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”



WHY A FRESH LOOK AT EPHESIANS 4?

• To put a stronger Kingdom emphasis on our 
ministry. 

• Even though written a book – still learning!



WHY A FRESH LOOK AT EPHESIANS 4?

“It follows a reference to the ascension of Christ 
showing his authority over principalities and 
powers.  “Having achieved dominion over all the 
powers through his victorious ascent, he 
sovereignly distributes gifts to the members of his 
body.  The building of the body is inextricably 
linked with his intention of filling the universe with 
his rule, since the church is his instrument in 
carrying out his purposes for the cosmos.” O’Brien.



WHY A FRESH LOOK AT EPHESIANS 4?

• The main themes of chapters 1-3 repeated in this section are: 
• Christ’s ascendance over the powers of darkness, his complete 

victory. (1:21, “Far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come.”) 

• The ultimate purpose of God to bring everything under Christ’s 
authority (Eph 1:9-10, “making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth.”) and to fill everything (Eph 1:22-23, 
“And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over 
all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all.”).



WHY A FRESH LOOK AT EPHESIANS 4?

• For the church to be filled with the fullness of God 
(Eph 3:19, “ and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God.”). 

• The purpose of God to demonstrate through 
the church the wisdom of God as one new man. 

• Eph 4 ministries have a Kingdom purpose, a 
Kingdom equipping of God’s people for 
Kingdom life.



THEMES OF EPH 4

• The filling of the universe. Eph 4:10. Filling everything in Scripture 
means, firstly, that God rules everywhere. 

• “Christ fills the universe, not in some semi-physical sense, but by 
his mighty rule over all things (see on 1:22-23), a notion that is 
paralleled in the Old Testament where filling the universe, in this 
sense of exercising sovereign rule, is predicated of God: “Do I not 
fill heaven and earth?” says the Lord (Jer 23:24).  Here the idea is 
transferred to Christ: he fills the universe through the exercise of 
his lordship over everything.  This entails his functioning as the 
powerful ruler over the principalities (1:21), and giving grace and 
strength to his people (4:13, 15-16), through whom he fulfils his 
purposes…”  11  Christ now sets out to accomplish the goal of 
filling all things by supplying his people with everything necessary 
to foster the growth and perfection of the body (v 13).”



THEMES OF EPH 4

• It is why God gives gifts of ministry ) to enable 
the church to fulfil its calling. 

• “Christ’s giving of ministers of the word to build 
up the whole body into his fullness is 
interwoven with the goal of his pervading the 
cosmos with his presence and rule”.



THEMES OF EPH 4

• The complete victory of Jesus Christ. 
• Paul quotes Psalm 68. 
• Read at Pentecost which celebrated 2 things: 
– The giving of the Law to Moses. 
– Thanksgiving for the harvest.



THEMES OF EPH 4

• Moses came down with the law.  
• Jesus came down in the Spirit. 
• Not with the law but grace. 
• The section of gifts in Eph 4 does not start with 

apostles but starts “to each one”. 
• “Each part does its work” (4:16). 
• Jesus also came down by the Spirit for a 

harvest.



THEMES OF EPH 4

• Unity – Eph 4:3. 
• “Since the church has been designed by God to 

be the masterpiece of his goodness and the 
pattern on which the reconciled universe of the 
future will be modelled (see on 2:7), believers 
are expected to live in a manner consistent 
with this divine purpose.  To keep this unity 
must mean to maintain it visibly.”



THEMES OF EPH 4

• “The church is the eschatological outpost, the 
pilot project of God’s purposes, and his people 
are the expression of this unity that displays to 
the universe his final goal.”



THEMES OF EPH 4

• Maturity. 
• Not only is the church to extend the reign of Christ 

but it is to exemplify it. 
• Maturity is living out Christ so: 
– It’s possible to grow in numbers without fully reflecting 

the reconciling nature of Christ. 
– In contrast to “children” who get tossed about. 
– Christ is the second Adam. We are being renewed in his 

image – restored to what Adam and Eve were meant to 
be in reflecting God’s image. The complementarity of 
male and female needed to reflect the image of God. 



THEMES OF EPH 4

• The character of Jesus - “with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love,”  Eph 4:2.  This is the 
character of leadership. 

• It is why we must not misunderstand how the 
Kingdom works.  We do not take dominion but 
we serve our cities.



“NOW” AND “NOT YET”

• It is the eschatological hope v 13 – until. 
• Yet that eschatological hope is to govern how 

we extend the rule of Christ. 
• Circumstances change through history.  Each 

generation has to contextualise how to extend 
the reign of Christ. 



APPLICATION

• Eph 4 ministries have the calling to equip each 
believer to fulfil their own Kingdom calling. 

• The grace gift is to be used redemptively, 
transformationally, and often counter 
culturally. 



APPLICATION

• It applies to each gift: 
– So apostles – teach this truth and see it as a 

foundational vision. 
– Prophets – let this vision shape your ministry. 
– Evangelists – Equip people involved in Kingdom 

ministry to be strongly gospel focussed. 
– Pastors – Honour and encourage those whose 

grace gifts are affecting the society.


