
Reopening Information

Greetings!

As promised, please find below the interim guidelines for resuming congregational
Sunday worship here at Vision of Glory on June 7, 2020 at 10 AM.

I want to thank VOG's staff, spiritual advisors, and council for their valuable input and
advice in helping to draft these guidelines.

Now I invite you, dear brother and sister in Christ, to familiarize yourself with these
guidelines and, with the Lord's guidance, discern what the Lord's will is for yourself in
the matter of reassembling with others to worship together in church. Whatever decision
you make, please know that we are all still one in Christ, and nothing can change that
beautiful gift. This upcoming Sunday, Pentecost Sunday, especially proclaims the unity
formed in Christ as the work of the Holy Spirit.

May we so live and move, by God's grace.

Grace and peace!
Pastor Scott

Interim Guidelines for Reopening Vision of Glory Lutheran Church
 beginning June 7, 2020

By God’s grace, we set forth the following guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) and the State of Minnesota for keeping staff and members safe
from COVID-19 upon the first stage of reopening VOG for worship and ministry
beginning Sunday, June 7, 2020:

General Information
1. We will ensure that sick staff stay home, including following necessary quarantine

protocol when staff have been knowingly exposed with COVID in other settings.
2. Urge especially all “at risk” staff and members to prayerfully stay-in-place and

participate in services remotely through livestreaming.
3. Maintain at a minimum a 6-foot distance for any meetings taking place in VOG,

including staff, council, and spiritual advisor meetings.
4. Ensure hand-sanitizer dispensers in restrooms (for door/stall handles and water

faucets) and throughout the narthex, along with no-touch disposal bins. A supply
of masks will be available upon entry.

5. Maintain fresh-air flow in the work and communal spaces, with relative humidity
40-60%.

6. Routinely clean and disinfect all common areas (narthex, restrooms, office, etc.),
especially before and after worship services, including frequently cleaning all high-
touch items, e.g. door handles, countertops, etc.

Information Regarding Worship Services
1. As we expect some church members will choose to initially continue to worship

from home, livestreaming of services will continue during the relaunching of in-



person worship services for the immediate future.
2. Face masks are strongly encouraged for members who come to worship at VOG,

but not required. A supply of masks also will be available upon entry.
3. Greeters will be present, standing 6 feet from doors, wearing masks. Weather

permitting, the front doors will be propped open to limit touching door handles.
Ushers will be present to help direct both the seating and dismissal process.

4. We will abide by the recommended attendance to not exceed 25% of total
occupancy. This protocol would place VOG’s temporary occupancy limit at up to
70 people. In case of overflow, services will be livestreamed to the fellowship hall
monitor.

5. To ensure safe distancing in the sanctuary, certain pews will be marked off and left
unoccupied. The area in the narthex set aside for the livestreaming equipment will
be marked off, as will be the center aisle of the sanctuary for the video camera and
cables.

6. In order to accommodate singing for worship, it is recommended that we abide by
the greater social distancing of 8-feet for our indoor worship services (while
recognizing that family members or people living in the same household will be
sitting close together).

7. Worship music/songs will be prerecorded and projected on the sanctuary screen at
least for the immediate future.

8. Offering plates will not be passed during the service. However, members may
place their offerings in the offering plate either on the table in front of the church
office window or in the offering plate near the entrance to the sanctuary by the
front door. Additionally, to simplify the processing of offering gifts and to lessen
the exposure of our volunteers in the handling of cash and checks, we encourage
worshippers to use electronic means such as online (vogchurch.com/donate) or
text-giving (763-200-4646).

9. Service bulletins will not be available during this interim.
10. Communion set-up and distribution shall follow the guidelines as recommended

by the CDC. Communion servers must wear masks and gloves. Communicants will
be directed by ushers and asked to stand at the chancel step to receive
communion. Communion bread and wine will be handed to communicants. In
addition, drive-up communion will be offered at the front door curbside from
11:30-12:00 on Communion Sundays.

11. Distribution of food and drink (coffee and donuts) will not be provided in the
fellowship hall during this interim. 

12. For the time being, there will be no youth or children’s classes on Sunday morning
(children stay in family groups). Childcare in the nursery also will not be provided
during this interim.

13. Social gatherings between members who wish to visit with one another after the
service should take place outside while maintaining safe-distancing. Members
should not congregate in the narthex or fellowship hall after the service.

14. When feasible to have outdoor worship services, this event will be announced to
the congregation ahead of time.

15. The congregation will be notified of any changes or updates to these interim
guidelines.

Questions regarding these interim guidelines for reopening VOG may be directed to:
Pastor Scott McLaughlin, Plan Administrator

smclaughlin@vogchurch.com

(a copy of these guidelines will be posted in the church office)

mailto:smclaughlin@vogchurch.com

