



Week 4: “The Gospel vs. Religion” 
Text: Galatians 3:1-25


Summary: 

	 Christ’s death frees us to live for Him and enjoy blessing instead of being cursed, 
emotionally, and eternally. Here, Paul compares the law (aka. religion) and faith. His message 
is simple: no one can save themselves by being a “good person”; faith in Christ is the only 
way to have 100% assurance of salvation. Moreover, faith in Christ is the way we CONTINUE 
to live as Christians—we do not begin by faith and continue by works. This is what the 
Galatian Christians were trying to do. 

	 Paul says that salvation has always been by trusting in God’s promise. In Genesis 
12:1-3, God makes a promise of salvation to Abraham and indirectly the entire world, some 
430 years BEFORE Moses ever receives the Law. Pauls asks, “Does the law overwrite God’s 
promise?” If it is indeed salvation by works of the Law, then it cannot also be salvation by 
faith in a promise. Receiving something promised and receiving something earned are 
mutually exclusive ideas; it must be one or the other. This is where the gospel stands apart 
from any other world religion.

	 If it is true, that salvation is by faith in God’s promise, why then would God have given 
Moses the law? The Law is put in place NOT so we can see how to obey and earn salvation, 
but rather so we can see that we CAN’T obey and therefore recognize our desperate need 
for a Savior. The promise of salvation is fulfilled in Christ. He took the curse our law-breaking 
brings—He gave us the blessing His life deserved—we must trust in, and live by, God’s 
promise and not our religious performance.


Discussion Questions for Study:

1. Read vv. 1-5. What idea is Paul trying to get the Galatians to understand by asking these 

questions? And why does that idea matter?

2. A Gentile is anyone non-Jewish. Jews are Jews because they are descendants of 

Abraham and claim the blessing promised to him. But what do vv.7-9 actually say about 
that promise, and to whom does it apply?


3. Read vv. 10-14. Why was it necessary for Jesus to suffer and die?

4. Read vv. 22-25. What does it mean that the Law imprisoned us and held us captive? 

How does this manifest itself emotionally and spiritually in a person?


Discussion Questions for Application:

1. In a 2019 Barna research study, they discovered that about 40% of self-identified 

Christians believe they are going to heaven for reasons other than faith in Jesus. Why do 
you think this statistic is so high?


2. Paul accuses the Galatians of “having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected 
by the flesh?” How are you tempted to pursue a righteous Christian life apart from faith in 
the Spirit of Christ?


