



Week 3: “The Gospel A-Z” 
Text: Galatians 2:11-21


Summary: 

	 The gospel is the ABC of the Christian life—it is fundamental way we are saved. In this 
passage, which shockingly begins with two apostles in dispute, Paul summarizes the gospel as 
“justification by faith.” We are justified—declared not guilty instead of condemned—only through 
faith, and not by observing religious rituals. This is what we call Grace—the ill-merited favor of God. 
Grace is not merely un-merited: that we don’t deserve salvation. But rather ill-merited: that we have 
earned and are owed condemnation and punishment. That’s why we praise God for “the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (v.20) despite our sin.

	 The gospel is not just the ABC’s of Christianity; the gospel is the A through Z of Christianity. It 
is not only non-believers who need the gospel, but believers need it today and everyday, and in 
every part of their lives. If the gospel were just a “ticket to heaven” and not a way of living, then Paul 
should not have confronted Cephas (Peter) about living out of alignment with the gospel. In the way 
Peter was choosing to eat, he was not reflecting his conviction that all of us are saved by faith alone, 
but rather hypocritically living as though salvation by works was still necessary. 

	 Paul concludes chapter 2 by answering a common objection: the gospel of justification by 
faith alone “promotes sin” because it tells us that our obedience does not change our status with 
God. Paul states that the objection only points out half of the truth: we are dead to the works of the 
law, but also now we are alive in Christ and Christ is alive in us. A well known pastor once said, “In 
religion, we [obey] and therefore we are accepted. But in the gospel, we are already accepted based 
upon Christ’s work. And therefore we [obey].” The motive for obedience is much more wholesome 
and powerful, when we are not trying to obey just to get something from God, but rather obey in 
heartfelt gratitude.

	 

Discussion Questions for Study:

1. Peter was one of Jesus’ closest friends, who had seen Him teach, heal, live, die, and rise. What 

is surprising about verse 11? 

2. Read vv. 12-15. What was Peter doing that caused Paul to confront him? How did Paul view 

Peter’s and Barnabus’ actions?

3. In verses 15-16, what does Paul remind Peter about?

4. Read vv.19-20. What is true of every believer in Christ, and what implications does this have for 

our lives?


Discussion Questions for Application:

1. Peter was pressured into acting differently than his gospel convictions. How are you pressured 

into living in a way which does not align with the gospel truth? What are the reasons why we find 
ourselves doing this?


2. Who needs to hear the gospel? And what truths of the gospel speak most to you and why?

3. How might you use the gospel to respond to someone who says, “I get that Jesus died for the 

sins of the world. But I’m going to heaven because I’m a good person.” 


