



Week 1: “Counterfeit Gospels” 
Text: Galatians 1:1-9


Summary: 

	 In Galatia in 50AD, the church faced a choice between two “gospels”—two ways of 
living, of thinking, of viewing how to be right with God. 

	 On the one side were the teachers who told these young Christians that their 
performance mattered. Keep in mind, they never denied trusting in Jesus and His death. 
They simply added to Christ the need to be circumcised and obedience to the Law of 
Moses. Jesus counts for something, but not everything. 

	 On the other side was Paul, the founder of the church in Galatia, who said they were 
accepting a counterfeit gospel. He told them that the only performance that mattered was 
Christ’s: His life, His death, and His resurrection. Faith in him, Paul argued, was all that 
anyone needed to be truly acceptable to God. The Gospel = Jesus + Nothing.

	 Which “gospel” they chose mattered. The choice between the gospel of Christ-alone 
and Christ-plus is still one which Christians face today. Martin Luther, founder of the 
Protestant Reformation, said that “to be convinced in our hearts that we have forgiveness of 
sins and peace with God by grace alone is the hardest thing because the sin underneath all 
sins is the lie that we cannot trust the love and grace of Jesus, and that we must take matters 
into our own hands.” Paul presents to this church, and also to us, that absolute peace with 
God and assurance of salvation can only be found in the true Gospel of grace alone; and yet 
like the Galatians, how quickly do we abandon this?


Discussion Questions for Study:

1. Pop Quiz! If someone asked you, “what is the gospel?” what would be your 30 second 

response? (Everyone in the group needs to attempt this).

2. Galatians 1:1-5 contains Paul’s “30 second Gospel.” According to these verses, how 

would Paul describe the Gospel?

3. Why does this version of the Gospel bring people “grace and peace from God” (v.3) and 

not the gospel of Jesus plus works?

4. Read Galatians 1:6-9. What does Paul’s mood seem to be? Do you think he is justified to 

feel this way? Why or why not?


Discussion Questions for Application:

1. How do people today add to the gospel message? How are you tempted to add to the 

gospel?

2. Why do we sometimes not react to counterfeit gospels in the same way as Paul did?

3. Why is the real gospel wonderful?


