



Week 5: “Gospel Adoption” 
Text: Galatians 3:26-4:31


Summary: 

	 Christians are free, because we are sons & daughters of God through faith in Christ. 
Until Jesus came with the gift of salvation, it was impossible to receive the full benefits of 
being a child of God, because any other religious system by nature was enslaving. Since all 
believers are the adopted children of God, God sees His perfect Son when He looks at us 
and we are given all that belongs to the Lord Jesus. 

	 However, the Galatians, who had once worshipped pagan idols, are now being 
persuaded that they need to keep the OT law to be saved. Having rejected a religious 
system of “salvation by works,” they are once again trying to earn their salvation by keeping 
the Bible’s law. This is just as much reliance on our own effort and enslavement to 
performance as pagan worship is. In both systems, we rely on our efforts to serve a false 
god in order to know security and satisfaction.

	 Since the Galatians are leaning on the authority of OT law, Paul uses OT law to further 
convince them of salvation by promised adoption rather than by enslavement to religion. He 
does so by figuratively comparing Isaac and Ismael, as well as their mothers Sarah and 
Hagar, so reveal a covenant of promised blessing vs. a covenant of enslavement. Paul is 
saying to the Galatians, and to us, that we will either reject slavery and accept the free gift of 
promised adoption, or reject adoption to accept slavery to religious performance.


Discussion Questions for Study:

1. Read 3:26-4:2. What impact does our adoption into God’s family have in light of the 

several differences between humans, such as nationality, social-economic status, gender, 
race, etc?


2. Read 4:3-7. What are your thoughts and emotions towards the declaration of being a 
daughter or a son of God? Why do you think or feel that way?


3. Read 4:8-11. The Galatians had replaced pagan idol worship for the gospel, but then 
shorty after, replaced the gospel with Bible legalism. Why is that a problem?


4. Read 4:21-31. How does Paul use OT scripture to prove salvation by promise and 
inheritance instead of salvation by slavery to works of the flesh?


Discussion Questions for Application:

1. How would gospel adoption influence nationalism, racism, sexism, etc? What could our 

world be like?

2. How do Christians today replace the free gift of the gospel for Bible legalism? How does 

this spring up in your own life sometimes?

3. How might you apply the truth of being God’s son or God’s daughter into your practical 

day-to-day life? How would reminding yourself of this impact your emotional, spiritual, 
and mental health?


