
Week 6: “The World With No God”

Text: Judges chs. 17-21


Summary: 

	 In some ways, the end of Samson is the end of the Judges story. He is the last judge, 
and his death appears to be the last event in the book, chronologically speaking. We are left 
with a dead judge, and a very incomplete solution to fixing human evil and sin. The last four 
chapters of judges are distinct from the rest of the book; rather than introduce a new judge, 
these chapters give us a more detailed look at what it means that the people “did evil in the 
eyes of the LORD” (3v7, 12; 4v1; 6v1; 10v6; 13v1). These final four chapters barely even 
mention the LORD, and show us the ugliness of humanity when “Everyone did what was 
right in their own eyes” (17v6; 21v25). This view of humanity without God is so bleak that 
these passages are almost never preached on or even studied.

	 Chapters 17-21 cover two horrific cases of a world without God. In the first, we see a 
family and a tribe create their own religious approach to force God’s blessing to continue to 
do as they please. Micah used wealth to make shrines and idols and to buy a Levite priest, in 
which he expected God to bend to his will. However, the tribe of Dan offers the priest more 
money, and they take everything away from Micah. This is a cut-throat world where the 
powerful and wealthy crush those less able. There is no law. No justice. No peace. The 
second episode includes a town and nation engaging in gang rape and mass rape, similar to 
the account of Sodom and Gomorrah. Revenge is sought after, disunity enlarges, civil war 
ignites, and  thousands of Israelites kill each other. After demonstrating a world in total chaos 
by attempting to solve one evil with another evil, the final verse reminds us why is this 
happening: “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” 

Discussion Questions for Study:

1. Read 17vv1-13: Describe Micah’s treatment of God. What does he care about most and 

how is he trying to achieve it? 

2. Read 18vv22-27. How does Micah’s made-up religion work out for him? 

3. One person read Judges 19vv16-28, and another person read Genesis 19vv1-11. What 

are the similarities between these events? What do these similarities tell us about (1) 
what Israel was like? (2) What Israel deserves?


4. To see justice done for the raped concubine, Israel committed the tribe of Benjamin to 
mass genocide. Then, to solve the problem this created, they murder other men and 
steal their wives, causing the rape of all the women living in those towns. Is this justice? 
Why or why not?


Discussion Questions for Application:

1. How is 21v25 a good summary of the whole book of Judges? And what does it say 

about the central problem of humanity? What is the central problem within you?

2. 21v25 suggests the answer to the problem is a king. However, we know Israel’s 

monarchy (Saul, David, Solomon) similarly becomes corrupt. Why is Jesus the king we 
need, and how does he solve our greatest problem?


