
Week 3: “Success Isn’t Always Good”

Text: Judges 6:1-8:31


Summary: 

	 Gideon is the fifth judge and listed among Deborah and Samson as being one of the 
most well known. However Gideon did not begin with such popularity and well known 
success. When God calls him to deliver Israel, Gideon shows reluctance, pointing out that he 
is from the least important tribe, and moreover, from the least important family from that 
tribe. From last week’s study, it should come to no surprise that God works in and through 
the weakest people. And not just though weak people but also through weak methods. For 
example, God reduces Gideon’s army of 32,000 to only 300. We must ask this important 
question: why does God work through weak people and through weak methods? The 
answer is found in 7v2: “in order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength 
has saved her.” 

	 In other words, God does not want to make any room for confusion or debate: it is the 
Lord that brings success. A victory and a success—under these weak conditions—can only 
be explained by supernatural intervention. Essentially God removes any grounds for us 
boasting in our own goodness or strength. However, like Gideon, we do boast in our own 
power and give credit to ourselves for success. The now successful Gideon demands he 
ought to get the honor and glory, and kills those who don’t give it to him. Although he 
doesn’t allow himself to be called a king, he demands that everyone treat him and his son as 
such. Gideon not only refuses to point the glory of success to God, but rather leads the 
people back into idol worship. The lesson— that God brings salvation and all “success” and 
deserves the honor—is the one we need to learn and keep re-learning today.

Discussion Questions for Study:

1. Israel repeatedly falls back into Godly disobedience. When the people cry out to God in 

6v7, why do you think God sends a prophet instead of immediately raising up a judge to 
rescue them? What do the people think their problem is and what does God think their 
problem is?


2. What does the peoples’ request to Gideon in 8v22 say about who saved them? Who 
would they rather submit to and obey rather than God, and why?


Discussion Questions for Application:

1. What would you say are the dangers of success? [Think about celebrities or politicians or 

religious icons]

2. Have there been times in your life where you have experienced success —either 

financially or overcome an illness or career promotion or new birth—how have you 
responded? Do you say the right thing like Gideon (8v23), but then reveal the opposite in 
your lifestyle?


