
Week 2: “God Can Use Anyone. Yes, Even You”

Text: Judges 3:7-5:31


Summary: 

	 The book of Judges is structured in cycles of disobedience, distress, deliverance, and 
back to disobedience. We know it is the beginning of a new cycle any time we read this: 
“And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD.” This phrase will repeat 
nearly every time a new judge is introduced. Othniel (3v7-11) is the first judge and a leader 
we would expect since he is Caleb’s younger brother. (Caleb was a faithful leader alongside 
Joshua) However Ehud (3v12-30), the second judge, is a little unexpected. He is a member 
of a less prominent tribe, and his being left-handed would make him an object of weakness 
and ridicule. In his story, we see that God not only works around someone’s weakness, but 
he works through it too—Ehud’s left-handedness enabled him to kill Israel’s enemy. Against 
common sense opinion, Ehud was the perfect choice after all. 

	 Shamgar (3v31) is the third judge and only one verse is dedicated to him. While much 
is unknown, his name alone tells us he is non-Israelite, but likely a Canaanite. There is an 
irony here: that God can even work through the enemy to stop the enemy.

	 Deborah (4-5) is our fourth judge. She is the greatest peacetime ruler and distinguishes 
herself as the most godly from among all twelve judges. In contemporary American society, it 
would not sound strange to hear of such high honors from female leadership. But in the 
ancient near east, she would have been a highly unexpected choice for God to work 
through. This foreshadows the words of the Lord when choosing David as king: “For the 
LORD sees not as [mankind] sees: man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks on the heart.” (1Sam.16:7).

Discussion Questions for Study:

1. Read Ehud’s story in 3v12-30. How does Ehud’s weakness make him the perfect choice 

to defeat Israel’s enemy? What does this say about our choices compared to God’s 
choices?


2. Read 4v4-8. What is Barak being called to do and how does he respond? What would 
have been the outcome if Deborah had responded to Barak’s request with the same 
hesitancy as him? 


Discussion Questions for Application:

1. When in your own experience have you seen God using unexpected people and/or 

unpredictable means to do great things?

2. When God wants to use a person—whether serving within the church or in outreach—

what are some common reasons for refusing to step into ministry leadership or service? 
Why do we say such things? And what happens to the church as a result?


