
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
The Lord’s Prayer  
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
 Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
 

Music for Communion  
Hymn 542 Christ is the world’s true light                                               St. Joan  

   Christ Be Our Light 

Longing for light we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. Make 
us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see. 
 

Refrain: Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through 
The darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, 
Many despair. Your word alone has pow’r to save us. Make us your living 
voice. Refrain 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still thirst. Make 
us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed.  Refrain 
 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, walls made of living stone. Refrain 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. Let us 
be servants to one another, making your kingdom come. Refrain 
 

                   I Come Expecting Jesus 
I come expecting Jesus to meet me in this place; 
I come expecting to receive His mercy and His grace. 
When I eat the bread and drink the wine  
It will be a holy moment in time. 
I come expecting Jesus to meet me in this place, in this place. 
 
Let there be peace on earth  
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me;  
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.  
With God as our Father, brothers all are we.  
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony.  
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.  
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:  
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally,  
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.  
 
Text and Music: Sy Miller and Jill Jackson; © Copyright 1955. Renewed 1983. Jan-Lee Music. 
ARR. UBP.     
The Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome and Christ’s grace and peace be with you. May He inspire our 
worship and empower our witness to the world. 

Prelude Come my way                                                   R. Vaughan Williams  
                                               Don Maddox, soloist  
Opening hymn 58  Lo, he comes, with clouds descending            St. Thomas  
    

The Word of God  
The Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

The Collect for Purity BCP 355 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets  are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
    

    A Celebration of the Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Chrismon   
                                                         Tree 
Choir: Let us prepare our hearts to receive the light of the world. 
People: Our hearts are open; we welcome Him with joyful song. 
Celebrant: Jesus says, “I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 

Congregation: 
Christ is the hope of the world; Prepare to welcome Him. Christ is the light 

of the world; Lift up your hearts and sing. Hallelujahs we bring! Our Redeemer 
and King! He gives us peace again. 

  
Celebrant: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  

those who  dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them light  has shined. Thou 
has multiplied the nation, thou has increased its joy; they rejoice before thee as 
with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.” 
People:   “Let there be light!” (candle one is lit) 
Celebrant: Among the many ways of celebrating the Advent Season is the 
decoration of the Chrismon Tree.  The ornaments used are mostly made of 
white and gold materials and symbolize purity and majesty.  The Chrismons 
are monograms, signs or symbols of Christ.  They were made by members of 
our  congregation as an expression of love to proclaim the Lord Jesus Christ.  
His life, His light, His truth, and His love are revealed to all mankind in this 
everlasting world. 
People:  Let there be light. (the Chrismon Tree is lit.) 
Celebrant: What is your prayer? 
People:  We pray that our hearts may be cleansed to make room for  
    the new light and hope of God in Christ. 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
   Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and 

put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which 
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 

The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the  knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
amongst you, and remain wit your always.  Amen. 

 

 The Recessional 615 Thy Kingdom Come!                                      St. Flavian   
  The Dismissal 
  Celebrant   Let us go forth in the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
  People Thanks be to God.      

Postlude   From Heaven above                                                              W. Held  

 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

The flowers on the Altar of the Church are given to the Glory of God and in 
loving memory of Max Emery Miller, Marguerite Galloway Miller, Howard 

Harrell Galloway, and Phyllis Bryant Galloway. 

The cornucopias on the Altar of the Little Church symbolize the Glory of God 
with His love and bountiful blessings, overflowing with beauty on this beautiful 
Altar setting. The Thanksgiving season brings thoughts, time and prayers for 
families and friends coming together, grateful prayers to the Military striving 
for our security and world peace, prayer for provisions and help to those less 

fortunate and God’s gentle healing hands for those suffering severe devastation 
far and near. And in special remembrance of our departed loved ones 

(especially Dr. Selden H. Stephens, Jr., his sister Mosteller Stephens Wheeler, 
George O Sheckells and Rufus H. Bethea) - may the Lord our Savior have 

Mercy on their Souls! Amen!  
 

The arrangements on the doors of the Church are given the Glory of God and in 
loving memory of William Bradshaw Radcliff, by Daré and Donny Radcliff, 

Addie and Tom Radcliff, and Virginia Radcliff. 
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when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons: 
First Reading:  Isaiah 2: 1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In 
days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations 
shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may 
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall 
go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall 
judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 
beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

    Reader The Word of the Lord. 
   People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: 122   (Read responsively by whole verse) 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
"Let us go to the house of the Lord." 

2 Now our feet are standing * 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
that is at unity with itself; 

4 To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, * 
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of the Lord. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
"May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 
and quietness within your towers. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
I pray for your prosperity. 

    9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * 
 I will seek to do you good." 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 13: 11-14 
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not 
in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.   

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 

     People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn 73 The King shall come when morning dawns  St. Stephen 
During the singing of the sequence hymn children grades 1-5 are dismissed 
for Sunday School. 
              
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days 
of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood 
came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then 
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand 
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.”  
 

Reader   The Gospel of the Lord 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon               The Rev. Pete Burgess 
 

The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen  and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you 
People              And also with you              
Celebrant         Let us pray. 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
Creator of the stars in the sky, the sun, and the moon, You are the light by which 
we wake and work. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
Surround your church, her leaders, and people, with your armor of light. We pray 
especially for N, our presiding bishop; N, our bishop; and N, our priest. Strengthen 
them as they reach out to you in prayer and hope. Open their hearts to your will. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
We pray for our leaders: especially N, our president; N, our governor; and the 
Congress and courts of this land. Savior of the nations, guide those who govern, 
and awaken those they lead, that we may all live in the spirit of cooperation and 
share so that all have enough: food, care, and peace. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
For people across the world whose spirits bend under the yoke of oppression and 
struggle, give the people of this community a sense of togetherness and support. 
Open our eyes to those who fall by the wayside and whose faces and needs remain 
invisible. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
Lover of our souls, you continue to mold us in your image and hold us in your 
hands. We ask your blessing on those who struggle with illness, anxiety, grief, or 
isolation. Today we pray for N. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
Father of us all, we pray for those who have recently returned to your embrace and 
those who are broken with grief.  
Leader and People 
 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us 
our  sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us 
by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor 

and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant continues 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 The people standing 
    Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
    People And also with you. 
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s Peace and then are seated. 

Welcome and  announcements   
 

The Holy Communion 
All baptized persons are welcome to receive the sacraments. Please remain in your pew 

for the distribution of communion. 

The Offertory  Jesus Christ the Apple Tree                                           E. Poston  
                                                      Adult Choir, Emily Muncaster, soloist  
The Great Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer A                     BCP 361 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 

 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.... 
 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your  Name:                                         
Holy, Holy , Holy Lord, God of Power and might,                 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.    

The people stand or kneel as the celebrant continues. 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to 
suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks  to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After 
supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.    
 
 


