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Little Church 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
September 12, 2021  

Lectors 

8:00 a.m.  John Lawler, June Lawrence 

10:00 a.m. 
Bess Marks, Thomas Rockwell, 
Andrea Rosillon 

6:00 p.m. Blair Fisher 

Chalice Bearers 

8:00 a.m.  Ernest Ladd 

  10:00  a.m. John Marshall, Fran Marshall, 
Brooks Milling, Dalton Daves  

Altar Guild-Week of  9/19 

Hybart/Webster 

Ushers    

8:00  a.m. John Lewis, John Marshall, Robert Williams 

10:00 a.m.  
Patrick Ladd, Jay Davison, Medford Roe, 
Gaillard Bixler, Brandon Beaird, John 
Bedsole 

Acolytes 

Advisor      Dwight Lambert 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Sarah Horner, Sallie Herndon, Brody Hale, 
Drew DeLong, Lula Payne, Jack Schwant, 
Piper McClure, Kate Laird 

SERMON   The Rev. Pete Burgess 

 Flower Guild Altar Group 

 Morrissette, Marshall, McMurphy 

This Week’s Lay Ministries  

“Without You We Are Not Able to Please You” 

 

How much of our waking lives do we spend trying to please? To please others? To please ourselves? And, in our 
best moments, to please God? I’d say it’s a pretty major component of our lives.  

 

In trying to please others we frequently put off pleasing ourselves and vice versa. But, when it comes to pleasing 
God, we don’t get the same kind of response letting us know we have done so. We seek to live our lives in accord-
ance with God’s will, and we grow in our understanding of that will through studying scripture, worshiping together, 
living in community, and praying on our own. But, we don’t get that same kind of feedback that comes from seeing 
we’ve made someone happy or proud or from feeling accomplished, secure, or content in ourselves. 

 

The line above from our collect for the week reminds us that the best way to know we are walking with God is not in 
how things end up but in how we begin them. Thomas Merton has a famous prayer that reads in part: “the fact that I 
think I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you 
does in fact please you.” 

 

Psalm 19 from this week’s lectionary closes with a familiar prayer which we can take with us into any new endeav-
or, any new day, and know that God knows of our desire to please God. 

 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my 
redeemer.” 

Parish Life 

 
Sunday 

September 12 

8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:00 p.m.  

6:00 p.m. 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I  - Little Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church  

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Little Church 

6th-8th grade meet for dinner and activity - YAB 201 

Tuesday 
September 14 

10:30 a.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Bible Study—Conference Room 

Boy Scout meeting 

Wednesday 
September 15 

7:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I - Little Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I - Little Church  

Healing Service - Little Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Little Church  

Handbell Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room 

Adult Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room 

Thursday 
September 16 

 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Ladies Bible Study - parlor 

Sunday  
September 19 

8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

 

6:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I - Little Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church - Join us for brunch 
celebrating Father Ben 
Rockwell’s last Sunday. 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Little Church 

6th-8th grade meet for dinner and activity - YAB 201 

The flowers on the Altar of the Church and Little Church are in given to the Glory of 
God and in celebration of Scoot Rutherford’s 80th birthday by her children,         

grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
 

The flowers on the Altar of the Little Church are given to the Glory of God and in       
loving memory of Gail Rogers Reitz, Howard Harrell Galloway,                                     

Max and Marguerite Miller. 



Parish Life 

Please Mark the Date! September 19th – 10am 

Perhaps you have heard that our much loved Reverend 
Ben Rockwell has accepted the call to be the 42nd rector of 
St. James Episcopal Church, Mill Creek Hundred, in Wil-
mington, Delaware, founded in 1714. Ben has served us 
faithfully here for 13 years (since September 2008), almost 
a third of his life. This past Sunday, he spoke eloquently 
and emotionally, about the  meaning of you (St. Paul’s) in 
his life, saying you have been the source of God and 
God’s love in his formation as a priest. He too has helped 
form us with his kind, loving, gentle, and pastoral heart. I 
am grateful for Ben’s ministry to me, for he has been an 
incomparably loyal companion. We will honor Ben on 
September 19th, his last Sunday on staff here. A wonderful 

brunch will follow the 10 am Family Service and we hope to recognize Ben and family in a day of appreciation. 
Please mark your calendars and join us!  
For all the companions we meet along this journey, thanks be to God. 

May God bless Ben, Erin, Amelia, and Henry on this new adventure of faith. 

                                                                                                                  God’s love, 

                                                                                                                        John 

 

Vestry Meeting September 13th 

September’s vestry meeting would normally take place on September 6th 
(first Monday of the month), but that is Labor Day and we want that to be 
a day of rest and joy with your families and loved ones. Please make a 
note that this month’s vestry meeting will be September 13th instead. 
We’ll gather for Holy Eucharist in the Little Church at 5:30 pm and have a 
business session in the Parlor after that. This is an important meeting as 
we begin to think about stewardship, our Covid responses, and it will be 
Father Ben’s last official vestry meeting with us. Hope to see you there!  

 

For the most part, our area dodged the powerful category 4 Ida that came 
on shore on the 16th anniversary of Katrina. Unfortunately Ida destroyed 
many parts of southern Louisiana and neighboring Mississippi. If you 
have family in those areas who are temporarily moving here as the storm 
recovery process begins, please let us know. Some may have grown up 
here and are returning home with their family, or some may have lived 
in MS or LA all of their life and now struggling to find some peace and 
connection while waiting on their communities to be rebuilt. St. Paul’s 
church would love to be a place that welcomes your evacuee family 
members with open arms during these stressful times. Please call or text 

Miranda at 251-509-2858.    

Parish Life 

Ladies’ Tuesday Evening Bible Study 6:00 – 8:00  
Join us each week for video and discussion as we 
study Matchless: The Life and Love of Jesus by An-
gie Smith.  We will meet in the Conference Room.  
Contact the church office or email 
pamb@stpmobile.com.  

Women’s Bible Study – When we read and study the New Testa-
ment, we typically see the writers making reference to the Law and Proph-
ets of the Old Testament.  It is important to understand the Old Testament 
and to see how God fulfills His Law in the New Testament.  Join us on 
Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:00 in the parlor as we study the Taber-
nacle and see how it prepares the way for Jesus and helps us understand 
Jesus as the ultimate sacrifice.  Led by Brenda Davis, this class begins Sep-
tember 9.  Contact Brenda at brenda@belifecoaching.org with any ques-
tions.  Although handouts will be provided, bring your Bible and a friend.  

ACOLYTE TRAINING  

Sunday, September 19 

3:30 – 4:30 pm 

We will hold a training/re-training for ALL acolytes on the 19th. We have 
been so glad to have our acolytes back in action at the 10:00 service, but 
we know it has been many months since we were all in regular practice. 
This training will be a refresher for all current acolytes and a beginner 
training for our 6th Graders who are beginning their Confirmation class. 

Please plan to attend if possible and please be in touch with the Rev. Pete Burgess if you have any questions! 

YOUTH & ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES BEGINNING SOON! 

Please mark your calendars. Contact the Rev. Pete Burgess with questions. 

Confirmation Sunday – November 14 

6th Grade Confirmation will meet on Sundays from 3:30-4:30 pm (Sept. 19 – Nov. 7)  

Adult Confirmation will meet on Tuesdays from 6:00-7:30 pm (Sept. 21 – Oct. 26) 

YOUTH GROUP PARENT COFFEE 

Sunday, September 12 following the 10:00 Service we will have a gathering 
for parents of Middle Schoolers to discuss our plans for the year. Please plan 
to attend and contact the Rev. Pete Burgess with any questions. 

mailto:pamb@stpmobile.com
mailto:brenda@belifecoaching.org


Parish Life 

Happy Birthday to St. Paulians - September 13 through September 19, 2021 

Doug Anderson 
Katherine Arendall 
Bob Baker 
Lynda Bell 
Austin Boyer 
Ward Chandler 
William Chandler 
Lucy Cheriogotis 
Harrison Citrin 
Margaret Daniels 
Elisabeth Dindo 
Preston Dismukes 
Bob Donnell 

Brenda Ferguson 
Mary Bryant Fleming 
William Frazer 
Michelle Hale 
Elizabeth Hall 
Jennifer Harrington 
Robert Johnston 
Rosie Latham 
Libba Latham 
Bess Marks 
Louise McCarron 
Caroline McFarland 
John McMahon 

Harriet McNeely 
Will Moseley 
Katherine Pitman 
Ben Radcliff 
Campbell Rayford 
Marshall Richards 
Lauren Ritchie 
Matthew Royster 
Jan Russell 
Marjorie Sanders 
Margaret Schatzman 
Bob Slaughter 
Neil Turner 

Dean Waite 
Jim Wood 

The 10th annual Baylights will be held the weekend of Sep-
tember 24th-26th.  It is Beckwith's biggest fundraiser and an 
event you do not want to miss filled with food, live music and 
friendship on Weeks Bay.  Events will mainly be held out-
doors for the safety of everyone. There will be a silent auction 
and a live ticket draw down.  The drawdown tickets this year 
will be for a chance to win either a week long trip to Antigua 
or Tuscany, Italy.  For tickets, you can purchase online at 
www.BeckwithAL.com/Baylights or you can contact Patricia 
Powe 205-789-2736 or PatriciaParnellPowe@gmail.com 

Young Adult Ministry Update 

Campus Ministry at the University of South Alabama 

During the spring and summer of this year, the seed of an idea has be-
gun to take root. In response to an increasing number of undergraduate 
students attending Sunday services, we have reached out with the pos-
sibility of establishing an on-campus presence at South. These conver-
sations have led to a small number of committed students who are in-
terested in seeing this idea come into being. With the leadership of 
sophomore, Rebecca Moorer, we look forward to our first two scheduled events – the first 
one, social, and the second one, worship, – taking place in the month of September. If you 
know anyone currently enrolled at South who would be interested in taking part or finding out 
more, please be in touch with the Rev. Pete Burgess – any faith background is welcome! 
Please keep this ministry in your prayers as we go forward! 

Parish Life 

    Why Do I Attend Church? 

People often say, “I can know God even though I don’t attend church.” Undoubtedly, this is 
true. God is known through the Creation which God loved so much, Jesus gives up His life 
redeem it. God can be known through others, for everyone is made in the image of God. And 
God can be known through the Spirit that causes us, church members or not, to cry out in a 
panic, “God help me!”  

But the question is not, “Why do I believe in God?” but rather, “Why do I attend church?” 

There are numerous reasons, the subject of which is this week, “I attend to worship and give 
praise.” 

After Jesus’s Resurrection and Ascension the disciples returned to Jerusalem and they all 
joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
and with His brothers. Note that they all came together. Certainly, they also said their individ-
ual prayers at home, but on the 50th Day, in the morning, when they all came together, they 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and the Body of Christ was born. It was when they were to-
gether giving thanks and praise to God that the true empowerment of the Spirit burst upon 
them. 

Second, in the Book of Revelation, as well as Isaiah, the saints and angels are gathered around 
the throne singing in chorus, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory! Worship evokes the spirit of joy and consolation. Don’t you feel better when you 
praise someone than when you criticize them? And how can you love someone without prais-
ing and thanking them? But what if that love were directly centered upon the Creator of all 
love at the beginning of each week? Wouldn’t it change the way we saw everything? Christi-
anity is a fusion of the human and Divine, the earthly and the heavenly. Worship is the unique 
union of these two worlds. 

Third, worship, as community, changes the locus of our focus. So much of the time the human 
focus can become a tunnel vision of small circles and problems. Even our celebrations of joy 
are limited in that worldview. But when we join together and proclaim to the world, and each 
other, the goodness of God, the focus shifts from us to the Creator, and to the persons wor-
shipping next us. We realize we are not in this alone, and hope emerges in the unity of God, 
our neighbor, and us. 

Worship is called a duty or obligation in some traditions. Perhaps that is so. But God intends it 
to be a joy and a privilege, a source of empowerment and perspective, a channel of unity and 
hope. You get a lot standing in the woods, or at the beach, or at home. But you don’t get all 
that. 

And Jesus said, “I will be known to you in the breaking of the bread.” 

http://www.BeckwithAL.com/Baylights
mailto:PatriciaParnellPowe@gmail.com

