Parish Life

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
Abide in Me
Jesus speaks these words Sunday, “Abide in Me.” The Greek translation of abide,
μείνατε, means “to dwell,” “to sojourn,” “to rest,” “to endure,” “to be existent” in Me.
Beautiful words conveying all the movements of life itself. Why would Jesus speak
these words as He is about to leave this world? A world Jesus proclaims, in John’s
Gospel, we are in but not of. (Pardon the dangling preposition.)
We move toward Ascension this Fifth Sunday of Easter. Jesus is preparing us to live
with Him and without Him. God is love and God is Spirit. The world is different. The
world is passing away. Breaking down. The second law of thermodynamics says, “as
one goes forward in time, the net entropy (degree of disorder) of any isolated or closed
system will always increase (or at least stay the same.)” Entropy is the movement back
to chaos, dissemblance, disorder, the void before the Word.
As we sit contemplating that, somewhere cells in our bodies are expiring, somewhere a
city council is breaking up, a law practice, a sports team, a state legislature, a nation, a
relationship is expanding toward, dissipation, fragmentation, separation, the true
definition of “sin.” Jesus says, “This world will pass away.”
But there is One power, a gift, a way, a path, a Light, through that world . . . LOVE.
God’s Love. God’s Love as revealed in Jesus Christ risen. If you dwell, sojourn, rest,
endure, exist in that Love, He will unify you within yourself. He will unify you with
others. He will unify you with the Love itself, . . . if you love, through Him, as He
loves. . . This is the hope of the world.

Sign Up for Sunday Services Directly on the
Website: Signing up for Sunday services just
got a little bit easier with the ability to do so
directly on the St. Paul’s Website. Simply go to
www.stpaulschurchmobile.com , select
“Worship,” and select “Sunday Service SignUps.” Enter your information, and you will
receive a confirmation email. Thank you for
continuing to assist us in keeping our services
safe! You can also use this direct link to find the
page: https://stpaulschurchmobile.com/worship/sunday-service-sign-ups

Sunday
May 2

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church
Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church

Tuesday
May 3

7:00 p.m.

Boy Scout meeting—Scout Room

7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite I - Little Church
Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Little Church
Holy Eucharist Rite II - Little Church
Handbell Choir Rehearsal - Big Church
Adult Choir Rehearsal - Big Church

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church
Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church

Wednesday
May 4

Sunday
May 8

With love and affection, the flowers on the Altar of the Church are given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory and thanksgiving for the life of Suzanne Renee
Pierce and Carolyn Jones Pierce by Jennifer Pierce Dean and her
family.
The flowers on the Altar of the Little Church are given to the Glory of
God and in loving memory of Judge and Mrs. Robert E. Hodnette, Mr.
James Keno Huffstutler, Jr., Dr Harry A. Luscher, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles E. McNeil, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Conner Motlow, Mr. and Mrs.
Chilton Powell, and all members of the United States Armed Forces
who have sacrificed their lives for our freedom.
NEW BIRTH
We give thanks for the birth of
Evelyn “Evie” Joyce Hayden
born April 24, 2021
infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Hayden,
granddaughter of Peggy and Jack Lyden.
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Dwight Lambert Joins Us to help with Youth Group
Dwight Lambert has joined us on a part-time basis to help with the St.
Paul’s Youth Group. Dwight has been a member of St. Paul’s since 2009.
He’s a well loved acolyte advisor, serves on our vestry and coaches and
teaches at Cottage Hill Christian Academy. He has a great, energetic spirit
with teens and a deep care for their development and well-being. Dwight
will be joining with Margaret Cadden, Miranda Dismukes, and the Rev.
Pete Burgess to bring our young people back into community after the
long lull of pandemic.
We are grateful for Dwight’s willingness to serve!

Dauphin Way Dill Lecture Series Welcomes the Rev. Adam Hamilton
The upcoming Dill Lecture Series will welcome the Rev. Adam Hamilton to Dauphin Way
United Methodist Church on Wednesday, May 12, at 6:30 PM. His lectures and his books
have reached millions of people around the world with an emphasis on engaging and experiencing Holy Scripture in a way that welcomes people into the Church for the first time or welcomes them back after a period of time away.
For more information, see (adamhamilton.com) or (dauphinwayumc.org/dill-lecture).
This event is free of charge and open to the entire community, and attendees are asked to wear
a mask at all times while in the building.

The nursery is now available for the 10am service. Mrs. Becky and
Shana will arrive at 9:45am. Nursery care will be provided for those
under 3 years old.
Our 4 and up friends will be able to play on the playground during the
10am service. In an abundance of caution, we
will remain outside for the next several
weeks. If you would like to drop your child off at the playground before the
service, our helpers will be there at 9:45am with a sign up sheet. Please
take a moment to sign your child in. You are welcome to pick your child up
for communion or at the end of the service. Thank you for your patience as
we get back in the swing of things.

Vacation Bible School announcement!
We are so excited to share that we are working on VBS 2021! As you
know, VBS is largely structured by a volunteer committee. If you are interested in participating in any capacity, please text Miranda at 509.2858, or call the church office 3428521 or email Miranda at Miranda@stpmobile.com.

Our annual convention focus and conversation this year were based on the story of Noah’s ark.
Given that not everyone was at convention or privy to those conversations, we are inviting
everyone to go forward with us into the season of Eastertide with a special series called Stepping onto Soggy Ground: 6 Week Series on Claiming Your Baptismal Ministry. This series
envelops and continues the work started at the convention and is open to anyone interested.
Bishop Russell and diocesan missioners, the Rev. Lydia Johnson and the Rev. Dr. Joy Blaylock, will carry us through the story of Noah and the story of the disciples after Jesus’ death by
offering a weekly video to watch on Thursdays beginning April 15 (sent by email), followed
with a "Footprints Group" discussion via Zoom on the following Sunday afternoons at 4 p.m.
CT. Join us!
Video reflections and questions will be sent out on Thursdays by email. The schedule is as follows:
•

April 15: Noah and Promise, Rev. Lydia Johnson

•

April 22: Noah and Possibility, Rev. Dr. Joy Blaylock

•

April 29: Noah and Power, Bishop Russell Kendrick

•

May 6: Easter Promise, Rev. Lydia Johnson

•

May 13: Easter Possibility, Rev. Dr. Joy Blaylock

• May 20: Easter Power, Bishop Russell Kendrick
Contacts: The Rev. Dr. Joy Blaylock, joyblaylock@diocgc.org, or the Rev. Lydia Knizley
Johnson, lydia@diocgc.org.
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The United Thank Offering is Sunday, May 2 at the 8
o’clock and 10 o’clock services. Due to COVID we will
not pass the UTO baskets to collect your offering. The
UTO baskets will be in the Narthex of the church. An envelope will be in the service bulletin on May 2. There will
also be baskets and envelopes available for the Wednesday services, May 5.
Worldwide and local missions are a way each of us can
show our thanks to God! To achieve this mission we encourage daily prayer, offerings, and awareness of the abundance of God’s blessings.
Thank you, Dil Hobbs, UTO chairperson

We hope you have been delighted with the services we
have been so blessed to share with all of you. We have
a “Stream Team” that volunteers to work the equipment
each week. We foresee the possible need for a few others to help us with providing this service to our congregation and community. If you are interested in learning
more about what goes on behind
the scenes and have a desire to help
or just want to see what it’s all
about, please contact Pam Bixler at
pamb@stpmobile.com or 3428521.
Happy Birthday to St. Paulians - May 3 through May 9, 2021
Elaine Anderson
Sarah Boehm
Ginny Bowman
Lee Lee Brady
Caroline Harris
DeLong
Natalie Donnell
Caroline Dzwonkowski
Sam Frazer
Jennifer Gallaspy
Mary Wallace Hannon

Bobby Harrison
David Jeffries
Kathryn Ladd
Josh Lancaster
Nan Lauten
Laura Ledyard
Austill Lott
Mack Matthews
Ella McElhenney
Jennifer McEwen
Louise McGowin

Ann McIntyre
Logan Moore
Clarke O'Connor
Alys Parker
E.B. Peebles
Ellen Prewitt
Julie Ray
Geron Regan
Sarah Shields
Larry Sindel
Nedra Stimpson

Les Stuart
Sawyer Sumrall
Nancy Watson
Ruth Wilbanks

Youth Group Bowling Adventure
St. Paul’s youth met at Camellia Bowling Lanes last Sunday
for a rousing and competitive night of bowling. Perhaps the
most intense competition was with the Youth Group advisors! We understand they split games so a victor remains
ambiguous. Miranda Dismukes and Dwight Lambert supervised to our heartfelt appreciation. The teens had a wonderful time. Next
project is the
manufacture of
tie dye t-shirts
to wear the following week at
laser tag. It is so
nice to be able
to join together.
Parents, the church has a new “Remind” app for
youth group events. The information on how to
access that is in this bulletin.

