


The Second Sunday of Lent  
February 28, 2021  

   A potential pitfall with a familiarity of Scripture, or at least an assumed familiarity, is 
that when we read these texts we sometimes miss the power that rests underneath these 
words. For example, the Lord renames Abram and Sarai after they’ve had their birth-
names for close to a century. Paul unspools a compelling case for Christianity and 
Judaism as a sign of God’s faithfulness throughout history. And Jesus and Peter get into 
a near-shouting match about what it means to be the Christ and what it means to be a 
disciple. 
 
This is a striking moment because it represents a turn in the narrative, away from the fun 
and joy of traveling around to heal people and cast out demons and toward the very real 
purpose of Jesus’s time on Earth: to suffer; to be rejected; to be killed; and to rise again. 
 
For the Christ to undergo such an end is unconscionable to Peter. As the second-in-
charge among this group of disciples, he can’t bear to let this happen to Jesus. In this 
moment, we also see how close Jesus might be to giving in to those temptations as he 
cries out, “Get behind me, Satan!” 
 
So often, we are more like Peter, telling Jesus who He is or what we expect of Him. This 
text reminds that we don’t get to do that. Instead, Christ calls on us to give up these 
images of power and superiority and turn, instead, to his calls for humility and healing, 
reconciliation and grace. This is the cross we are called to bear in a life of discipleship. 
It’s not a glamorous one or a powerful, but it’s a necessary one if we intend to do God’s 
will on Earth, bringing that kingdom ever closer. 
                                                     

Sign Up for Sunday Services Directly on the 
Website: Signing up for Sunday services just 
got a little bit easier with the ability to do so 
directly on the St. Paul’s Website. Simply go to 
www.stpaulschurchmobile.com , select 
“Worship,” and select “Sunday Service Sign-
Ups.” Enter your information, and you will 
receive a confirmation email. Thank you for 
continuing to assist us in keeping our services 
safe! You can also use this direct link to find 
the page: https://stpaulschurchmobile.com/worship/sunday-service-sign-ups  

Parish Life 

Sunday 
February 28 

 

8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

 

                 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Monday 
March 1 

 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Vestry Meeting - Church 

Tuesday 
March 2 

 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Boy Scout meeting - Zoom 

Wednesday 
March 3 

 

7:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

 

 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I  - Little Church  

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Little Church  

Holy Eucharist Rite II - Little Church  

 

Sunday 
March 7 

 

8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

 

                 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Stewardship 2021 

We are still receiving pledge cards for 2021 ministries. Pledged giving for 2020 was $1.55 million. We are cur-
rently at $1.35 million for 2021. If you have made a pledge we are enormously grateful. If you have not, please 
know your giving is needed and valuable to sustaining the diverse offerings of ministry here. Blessings. 

Vestry Meeting  March 1 

We will have a vestry meeting on March 1st, gathering in the Big Church for 
Eucharist at 5:30 pm. This will be an important meeting, we need to talk 
about finishing off stewardship for the 2021 year, and about the work our 
committees will be doing. We’ve talked about the need for a Covid re-entry 
committee that will be keeping a pulse on the lifting of restrictions in the 
Episcopal Church. And a committee to look at some of the things we’ve done 

during Covid which are positive and we’d like to retain. If you’re a vestry member, please try your best to  
attend. 

http://www.stpaulschurchmobile.com
https://stpaulschurchmobile.com/worship/sunday-service-sign-ups


Sunday Music Series 
 
 

Eastertide Concert, April 18, 2021 
Danielle Portis, vocalist; Tim Mahn, vocalist;  

Rebecca Mindock, oboist; Peggy Lyden, pianist  

Parish Life 

We are thrilled to be hosting Dr. John Cox, psychotherapist and author of Setting Parents 
Free, for a two day parenting conference this March. Participation is limited due to COVID so 
please email Erin Schwant erin@stpaulseec.com to register today!  

Parish Life 

Happy Birthday to St. Paulians - March 1 through March 7, 2021 

Grover Asmus 
Ranette Babb 
Evelyn Baird 
Les Barnett 
Suzy Bartoli 
Allison Beasley 
Charlotte Bell 
Amelia Campbell 
Glynn Case 
Bobby Cook 
Geoffrey Crum 
Toni Dean 

Timothy DeLong 
Virginia Dukes 
Charlie Fleming 
Julie Friedman 
Henry Holland 
Allison Johnson 
Sadie Ladnier 
Lauren Laird 
Clifton Leatherbury 
Damon Lett 
Hayes Luscher 
Mimi Lyons 

Cam Marston 
Earl McAndrew 
Jackie McConaha 
Robert McNeil 
Clifton Morrissette 
Bill Pipkin 
Self Radcliff 
Anne Rutledge 
Sam Schwant 
Peggy Simpson 
Angela Sledge 
Sarah Anne Sledge 

Barbara Sleeman 
Richard Taylor 
Clay West 
William Zundel 

Lenten Devotional Books 

 

A special book of Lenten reflections has been assembled for your enjoyment, re-
flection, and prayer life. 

The book includes reflections from staff, members of the congregation, and even 
children. The book presents a theme for every week of Lent, and then a daily sub-
ject within the context of that theme, stretching from Ash Wednesday to Easter. 
These are available for your taking and are in the narthex of the Big Church 
and the back table of the Little Church. Please help yourself. We thank the 
Rev. Pete Burgess, Miranda Dismukes, and Pam Bixler for helping produce 
and assimilate this work. We hope it enhances your spiritual refreshment this 
Lent. 

Our Tuesday evening Ladies’ Bible Study will study Elijah by Priscilla Shirer.  Join us on this 7
-session journey through the life and times of the prophet Elijah to discover how the fire on 
Mount Carmel was forged in the valley of famine. And how the emboldened, fiery faith you 
desire is being fashioned by God in your life right now. We will meet on Tuesday evenings 
from 7:00-9:00.  Depending on our numbers we will either meet in the conference room or the 
Parish Hall so that we can socially distance.  We will meet every week beginning Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 23 through Tuesday, April 13.  We will not meet on Tuesday, April 6.  Please call the 
church office, 342-8521, or email pamb@stpmobile.com if you want to join us.    
 

Our Wednesday morning Ladies’ Bible Study will study Seamless - Understanding the Bible as One 
Complete Story by Angie Smith.  In seven sessions, Seamless covers the people, places and promises 
of the Bible, tying them together into the greater story of Scripture. We will meet on Wednesday 
mornings from 9:30-11:00.  Depending on our numbers we will either meet in the conference room 
or the Parish Hall so that we can socially distance.  We will meet every week beginning Wednesday, 
February 24 through Wednesday, April 14.  We will not meet on Wednesday, April 7.  Please call the 
church office, 342-8521, or email pamb@stpmobile.com if you want to join us.   

mailto:erin@stpaulseec.com
mailto:pamb@stpmobile.com
mailto:pamb@stpmobile.com


Parish Life 

                                   Church Flowers 
                    The flowers on the Altar of the Church 
             are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  
  Dr. & Mrs. Emanuel Fagbongbe and Dr. Olasumbo Fagbongbe-Coker                 
             by Dr. &  Dr. (Mrs.) Eniola Fagbongbe and the grands.  
 
      The flowers on the Altar of the Little Church are given to the Glory of                             
          God and in loving memory of George and Arnette Jensen and in 

                                thanksgiving for Richard, Nicole, George & Camille Harski.  
 
  

Our Early Education Center celebrated 100 healthy days of school on February 10th. To mark the 
milestone, our Tiny Saints and their teachers dressed up as 100-year-old people. Amid the hilarity of 

the costumes, there was a deep sense of gratitude for the health and 
joy we've been able to experience this year in school. Thank you for 
your prayers, encouragement, and support!  

Parish Life 

EASTER FLOWERS AND GREENERY 

Beautiful flowers and greenery decorate the Church and Little 
Church each Easter Sunday. If you would like to give a memorial of 
a gift of thanksgiving toward the decoration, please call the Church 
office  by Friday, March23, 2018. The list will be included in the 
Easter Sunday Bulletins.  

Trying Out Different Eucharistic Prayers 

 

During the season of Lent, we thought it’d be fun to try our different Eucharistic prayers for Sunday morning 
worship. There are four Rite II prayers in the Prayerbook designated A, B, C, & D. Though don’t confuse their 
efficacy with their standing in the old fashioned school grading system! In Rite II, we almost always use Prayer A 
and there is comfort and connectedness in the rhythm of that routine. The words get ingrained in our hearts. But it 
is also refreshing to have new words at times. They can draw us back to a deep attention to the meaning of the 
words that routine can occasionally cause us to let float by. 

Last Sunday, we used Prayer B. This Sunday we’ll try prayer C. The following D and then back to A. Since these 
are published in the service bulletin, we hope there will be an ease to following along. Let us know what you 
think. We are enjoying the adventure! 

Outreach Ministry Update 

“Easy Eats” at Prichard Preparatory School 

Over the last several months, we have been working on a new outreach ministry here at St. 
Paul’s in partnership with Prichard Preparatory School. Back in the fall we began to explore 
and plan for a program of providing weekend meals for students in need. We put our plans into 
action at the beginning of this semester in January. Each of the thirty-six students enrolled in 
the program receives two breakfasts, two lunches, two snacks, and a small treat. We always 
include good sources of protein, whole grains and fruit, and the feedback from families has 

been positive! 

We want to share this progress with you and ask for 
your prayers and consideration of support. The sea-
son of Lent is, in part, a time for giving alms, and 
you may give directly to support this ministry and 
help us to continue through the end of the school 
year. Please keep us in your prayers and contact the 
church office with any questions. Blessings! 


