The First Sunday of Lent
February 21, 2021
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Diving into Lent
Lent begins with the baptism of Jesus. Why does Jesus get baptized? … It’s a sign God
joins us in the muddy parts of everyday life. God does not rue those smudges and
bruises the Jordan represents, so as to avoid them. He pours himself out as libation into
us to help at the point where Spirit and flesh meet, where the wildernesses of life impose
on sanctity and peace.

Baptism reminds of Noah’s faith. Where the world began anew. Where brokenness is
mended, the worn dust of everyday toil is cleansed, and the thirst for what really brings
hope is quenched. It’s a reminder of how much God Loves. When the ark lands God
promises, the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. Never again!
But Jesus’s baptism brings a new way, not a cleansing of earth like the flood, or the
washing of soot from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience through
mediation of the Holy Spirit. A promise, a Covenant is established. That is, the Holy
Spirit will bathe the heart and mind by the daily offering of the self to the redemptive
power of God’s love, if we surrender ourselves to new birth, birth represented in the
living water of Jesus.
Lent is Good News! We are not stuck! We are not in the middle of the ocean with no
paddle! We are not in the wilderness alone! Dive in the Holy waters of Lent!

Sunday
February 21

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church
Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church

Tuesday
February 23

7:00 p.m.

Boy Scout meeting - Zoom

Wednesday
February 24

7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite I - Little Church
Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Little Church
Holy Eucharist Rite II - Little Church

Sunday
February 28

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church
Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church

Stewardship 2021
We are still receiving pledge cards for 2021 ministries. Pledged giving for 2020 was $1.55 million. We are currently at $1.35 million for 2021. If you have made a pledge we are enormously grateful. If you have not, please
know your giving is needed and valuable to sustaining the diverse offerings of ministry here. Blessings.
We welcome the newly baptized, sealed by the Holy Spirit,
in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever.

Sign Up for Sunday Services Directly on the
Website: Signing up for Sunday services just
got a little bit easier with the ability to do so
directly on the St. Paul’s Website. Simply go to
www.stpaulschurchmobile.com , select
“Worship,” and select “Sunday Service SignUps.” Enter your information, and you will
receive a confirmation email. Thank you for
continuing to assist us in keeping our services
safe! You can also use this direct link to find
the page: https://stpaulschurchmobile.com/worship/sunday-service-sign-ups

Michael Thomas Holland, infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Holland
was baptized in the Little Church on February 14, 2021.
We welcome the newly baptized, sealed by the Holy Spirit,
in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever.

Charlotte Lee Criswell, infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Criswell
was baptized in the Little Church on February 14, 2021.
NEW BIRTH
We give thanks for the birth of
Bradley Alexander Owen
Born January 31, 2021
infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Owen.
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We are thrilled to be hosting Dr. John Cox, psychotherapist and author of Setting Parents
Free, for a two day parenting conference this March. Participation is limited due to COVID so
please email Erin Schwant erin@stpaulseec.com to register today!

Lenten Devotional Books
A special book of Lenten reflections has been assembled for your enjoyment, reflection, and prayer life.
The book includes reflections from staff, members of the congregation, and even
children. The book presents a theme for every week of Lent, and then a daily subject within the context of that theme, stretching from Ash Wednesday to Easter.
These are available for your taking and are in the narthex of the Big Church
and the back table of the Little Church. Please help yourself. We thank the
Rev. Pete Burgess, Miranda Dismukes, and Pam Bixler for helping produce
and assimilate this work. We hope it enhances your spiritual refreshment this
Lent.

Our Tuesday evening Ladies’ Bible Study will study Elijah by Priscilla Shirer. Join us on this 7
-session journey through the life and times of the prophet Elijah to discover how the fire on
Mount Carmel was forged in the valley of famine. And how the emboldened, fiery faith you
desire is being fashioned by God in your life right now. We will meet on Tuesday evenings
from 7:00-9:00. Depending on our numbers we will either meet in the conference room or the
Parish Hall so that we can socially distance. We will meet every week beginning Tuesday, February 23 through Tuesday, April 13. We will not meet on Tuesday, April 6. Please call the
church office, 342-8521, or email pamb@stpmobile.com if you want to join us.
Our Wednesday morning Ladies’ Bible Study will study Seamless - Understanding the Bible as One
Complete Story by Angie Smith. In seven sessions, Seamless covers the people, places and promises
of the Bible, tying them together into the greater story of Scripture. We will meet on Wednesday
mornings from 9:30-11:00. Depending on our numbers we will either meet in the conference room
or the Parish Hall so that we can socially distance. We will meet every week beginning Wednesday,
February 24 through Wednesday, April 14. We will not meet on Wednesday, April 7. Please call the
church office, 342-8521, or email pamb@stpmobile.com if you want to join us.

Happy Birthday to St. Paulians - February 22 through February 28, 2021

Sunday Music Series
Lenten Spirituals and Song, February 21, 2021
Joyce Sylvester, vocalist; Enen Yu, violinist; Peggy Lyden, pianist
Eastertide Concert, April 18, 2021
Danielle Portis, vocalist; Tim Mahn, vocalist;
Rebecca Mindock, oboist; Peggy Lyden, pianist
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The Rev. Mike Ballard Ordained
The Rev. Michael Ballard was ordained
to the priesthood in the Episcopal Church
this past Saturday February 13Th. It was a
wonderful celebration of new life in the
church, the Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick
presiding. An incredible bank of fire red
flowers, as symbol of their Holy Spirit,
served as a backdrop to the altar, including a small blue vase of buds, the type of
vase Doty, Mike’s mom, used whenever
she put out flowers, that sensitive touch
due to Judy Campbell’s and Pam Moore’s thoughtfulness. Mike grew up at St. Paul’s and has
loved the parish and the Episcopal tradition all his life. Now he can serve in a new way of inspiration and leadership. May the Holy Spirit empower that work. Mike will serve some at St.
Peter’s in Jackson, Alabama and other places in
the diocese. The open plate offering from Sunday will go to Mike’s discretionary fund. If you
would like to make a donation please bring it by
the church or, if you prefer, mail it.
Congratulations to Mike! May God bless his
work!

Church Flowers

The flowers on the Altar of the Church for
February 21, 2021,
are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Elizabeth “Polly” Turner Ladd and John Milton Ladd, Noel Ladd Davis and
James “Smokey” Davis and James “Jed” Edwin Davis, III and in
thanksgiving for our children and grandchildren
by Jamo and Sandra Ladd.
The flowers on the Altar of the Little Church are given by Diane
and J. B. Horst to the Glory of God and in loving memory of her parents, Louise Rochelle Brown Tappan
& John Hedges Tappan, and her brother, Dr. Douglas Tappan.

Parish Life
Come join us this Sunday for a fabulous Concert of African-American Spirituals and Gospel music with the
extraordinary Joyce Sylvester accompanied by Enen Yu and Peggy Lyden. You won’t want to miss hearing
some of the most familiar pieces, Steal away, Amazing Grace, He’s got the whole world in his hands, Give
me Jesus, As the deer and Ride on King Jesus. Start out your Lenten season with this lovely Offering of
some of your favorite tunes.

SUNDAY MUSIC SERIES
Sunday, February 21, 2021
4:00 P.M.
4051 Old Shell Rd + Mobile, Al

LENTEN CONCERT
Spirituals and Gospel Music
Joyce Sylvester, vocalist
Enen Yu, violinist
Peggy Lyden, Pianist
We are limited to 150 people in person so
please let the church office know you are
coming (342-8521). We will also stream the
concert to our website, stpaulschurchmobile.com, and our YouTube channel.

