


The Second Sunday of Advent  
December 6, 2020  

Over the past year, we’ve experienced a March that felt like 500 days and a month of November 
that felt like it was over before it began. Now, we enter the season of Advent, a season of 
waiting, knowing that what waits on the other end will both feel like it’s come faster than we’re 
prepared for and also very different for many of us than it has in the past. 
 
The reading for this week from the second letter of Peter speaks, in some way, of the elasticity 
of time, how moments can seem both immediate and interminable, reminding us that for the 
Lord, a single day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day. Ultimately, it 
seems to be a reminder to us about patience, which Fr. John reminded us of last week when he 
said that we, as people of the twentieth and twenty-first century, are not very good at, which is 
why we turn to fast food, fast cars, and fast shipping. 
 
Waiting, though, is part of this time of year. We wait patiently as the candles on the wreath are 
lit, as the windows on the advent calendar are opened, and, with great hope and expectation, on 
the promise of the arrival of the Christ-child. 
 
And yet, this year is still different than in the past because, for once, we all wait collectively on 
the promise of the COVID-19 vaccine that will give us the opportunity to return to being with one 
another without worry or hesitation, so that calls on us for even more patience. In the days and 
weeks to come, remember the promises we’ve made to one another, and be patient. Our time to 
return to being together is indeed closer than it once was, and our patience in waiting will be 
rewarded. 

Sign Up for Sunday Services Directly on the 
Website: Signing up for Sunday services just 
got a little bit easier with the ability to do so 
directly on the St. Paul’s Website. Simply go 
to www.stpaulschurchmobile.com , select 
“Worship”, and select “Sunday Service Sign-
Ups”. Enter your information, and you will 
receive a confirmation email. Thank you for 
continuing to assist us in keeping our services 
safe! You may also use this direct link to find 
the page: https://stpaulschurchmobile.com/worship/sunday-service-sign-ups  

Daily Advent Meditations 

There will be a brief daily audio and video Advent reflection, for every day leading up to 
Christmas,  available on our website beginning Sunday, November 29th. These reflec-
tions, written by the Rev. Pete Burgess, are also available in printed form in a booklet in 
the office. The reflections break open the story of  salvation history leading to the re-
demption of the world by the birth of Jesus at Christmas. The audio  video reflections 
are presented by members of our parish staff, which was a lot of fun. We hope you enjoy 
them and that they add joy to your season through the gift of the Holy Spirit. We appre-

ciate Pete’s work and Miranda Dismukes who helped put all of this together.  
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Happy Birthday to St. Paulians - December 7 through December 13, 2020 

Sunday 
December 6 

 

8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

                 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Tuesday 
December 8 

 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Boy Scouts—Scout Room 

Wednesday 
December 9 

 

7:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I  - Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I - Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I-  Church 

Sunday 
December 13 

 

 

8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Christmas Concert - Church  

Come Take & Plant a Fig Tree! We have a number of fig trees 
remaining from the launch of our 2021 Stewardship. If you’ve not 
yet had the chance, come pick one up to take home and plant. In the 
spring we will watch together as they return to life. Both an ancient 
symbol of God’s favor and a Southern staple, we hope you’ll enjoy 
for many years! 

http://www.stpaulschurchmobile.com
https://stpaulschurchmobile.com/worship/sunday-service-sign-ups


Thy word is true, thy will is just, with thee, 
O Lord, we leave him in trust.       

The burial office was read for  
Dr. W. Frank Cope on November 30, 2020. 

Sunday Music Series 
 

Christmas Concert, December 13, 2020 
André Chiang, vocalist; Olivia Yokers Chiang, vocalist;  Tyler Butler, trumpeter; Peter 

Wood, trumpeter; Peggy Lyden, pianist 
 

Lenten Spirituals and Song, February 21, 2021 
Joyce Sylvester, vocalist; Enen Yu, violinist; Peggy Lyden, pianist 

 

Eastertide Concert, April 18, 2021 
Danielle Portis, vocalist; Tim Mahn, vocalist;  

Rebecca Mindock, oboist; Peggy Lyden, pianist  
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Stewardship 2021 

Stewardship 2021 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.” 

On the First Sunday of Advent, we read these words from the Gospel of Mark, which uphold the spirit of this 
season of expectation and preparation. We are called to patience as we wait for Christ’s coming into the world, 
and at the same time we look with hope for the signs that he is already near. As we strive within our limitations 
to persevere in this spirit, we find our strength in the limitless and abiding nature of God’s love for us. We are 
reminded that God never gives up on us. 

The image of the fig tree is a reminder of each of these truths – a tangible and living thing for us to point to as 
Christ does in the Gospel. Just as we hope that you will prayerfully consider a pledge to St. Paul’s, we also 
invite you to please take home a fig sapling from in front of the church. As you plant it and watch it grow, may 
it remind you of God’s continuing renewal of Creation and of us. 

By now you likely will have received a pledge package in the mail, and we have also provided materials on the 
St. Paul’s website, including a convenient and secure online pledge form. We thank you for considering your 
gift and pray God’s blessings on you and your loved ones this Advent! 

We welcome the newly baptized, sealed by the Holy Spirit,  
    in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever. 

 

Joseph Daley Overton, infant son of  
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Thomas Overton, 

was baptized in the Little Church on November 29, 2020.   

Thy word is true, thy will is just, with thee, 
O Lord, we leave him in trust.       

The burial office was read for  
Wayne R. Cowart on November 27, 2020. 
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                                  Christmas! Please Help us Out!  Schedule Early 

Christmas is about a month away and we want each of you to have the opportunity to worship, 
in spite of Covid limitations. Close to 1100 persons usually worship on Christmas Eve: 3:00 
pm, 5:30 pm, or 10:30 pm. We really rejoice in seeing everyone and this year we ask you to 
help out. Please! We will have a sign-up list for each Christmas Eve (Thursday, December 
24th) service very soon. The list will come to you via email and website. Each service has a 
social distancing capacity of about 150 persons. If we fill those, we will offer eve of Christmas 
Eve services on Wednesday, December 23rd at 5:30 pm and 10:30 pm. We will plan and offer 
those services only after December 24th fills. We truly want everyone to have a chance to 
come to church for the glorious celebration of the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. Please help us out 
and sign up early!!! The service sign-up link is now 
on the new website and is very easy. Go to the 
website. Right under Worship Schedule it says, Date 
and Service Time. Click on those to make an entry. 
Then enter your name and number attending. You 
will receive a confirmation if you leave your email 
address. Easy peasy.  

Christmas Memorials 

Each year the Church and Little Church are beautifully decorated for Christmas with flowers 
and greenery and we enjoy beautiful music with many instrumentalists throughout the season. 
If you would like to make a donation toward these decorations or music in memory of a loved 
one or loved ones, or as a gift of thanksgiving, contact the Church Office at 342-8521 to give 
us the names of those to be remembered. The deadline for  memorials is Monday, 
December 17, to ensure they are printed in the Christmas Bulletin.  

Advent Gallery 

Parishioner Pam Koch has put together a lovely 
gallery of Advent art currently on display in the 
Parlor. The theme is the Annunciation and paintings 
are accompanied by a reflection guide and sonorous 
recording of sacred music. Masks and sanitizer are 
available and viewing is best one or two at a time. 
We have this display for a couple of weeks, so please 
take the opportunity to gather in the wonderful 
message of the announcement of the birth of the 
savior to a trusting, humble, faithful courageous 
young woman. Thank you so much, Pam Koch! 
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Church Flowers 

The flowers on the Altar of the Church  
are given to the Glory of God and in memoriam  

by the Shedd and Bowab families. 

Blue Christmas – December 13 @ 6pm: St. Paul’s second annual Blue Christmas service 
will be held in the Little Church at 6:00 pm on the Third Sunday of        
Advent. This simple and hopeful service of light makes room for the     
burdens we may be carrying at Christmas time. Amid the joy and         
excitement of the season, we are also reminded of loved ones we are 
missing, hardships we are facing, and even of our own need for quiet 
and refreshment. We hope that you will join us if you are able. If you 
cannot attend in person, we will also offer an online service, designed 
for praying at home. “For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Is-
rael: In returning and rest you shall  be saved; in quietness and in trust 
shall be your strength.” Isaiah 30:15 

A big thank you 
to Anne Sand, Jody, 
Charlie and Lyla 
Brinson, Laura, T 
and Murray Davison 
for volunteering 
their time and deco-
rating the Chrismon 
Tree. It is beautiful 
and we greatly    
appreciate your time 
and dedication.  

Salvation Army Christmas Gifts for the Children. If you are able, 
we would love to provide children that are less fortunate with a gift 
for Christmas this year. Please bring gift(s) unwrapped to the      
Narthex, the Parish Hall or leave them in your pew at church and we 
will collect and deliver them. If you have any questions, please call 
Miranda at 509-2858 or the church office.  

Advent is upon us! If you have not gotten a devotional, please email miranda@stpmobile.com or call the church 
office. We have a daily video on  our St. Paul’s Church YouTube channel as well as on Instagram. We hope you 
are enjoying them! There are fun sign ups on the church website (click Advent 2020 on the home page) to look 
at all that is being offered this year.  
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Our Newly Transformed Website 
 

The Best Way to Watch the Livestream Sunday Service is 
now directly on the St. Paul’s website! Simply go to 
www.stpaulschurchmobile.com and from the drop-down 
menu under “Worship” select “Livestream”. You can also 
watch all of our past services on the “Recordings Archive” 
page. The site works well on mobile devices, tablets, and 
computers. Please let us know if you have any trouble with 
accessing these features. 

mailto:miranda@stpmobile.com
http://www.stpaulschurchmobile.com

