


The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
January 31, 2021  

A Prophet to Rely On 

 

Sometimes when someone tells me a really weird story they’ve heard on the news or 
“read somewhere,” I’ll ask, “Where did you hear that?” If it’s from a news source I 
consider biased, I filter that into interpretation. If it’s from a Hollywood magazine, I 
discount it fairly strongly. If it’s from what I consider to be a reliable source, I begin to 
accept the strong possibility of truth. It’s been spoken by a source that has authority, 
integrity, good will. 

 

Our lessons this week are about people in need of the Truth. In the Old Testament 
reading, the people complain to Moses, “If we get too close to the holy mountain, we 
will die.” God’s word is so pure, so powerful, so intellectually beyond us, we can’t take 
it in! And yet if God is not with us, near us, beside us we forget, we wander off to other 
lesser authorities. Who can help us? God’s mercy responds and promises, “I’ll send you 
a prophet, a voice you can count on.” A reliable voice. 

 

In the Gospel, Jesus, Son of God enters the synagogue. It is a place of God’s teaching 
and hearing. And yet there is, even there, a spirit in a man, that prevents God’s word 
from falling on the fertile soil of heart and mind. And this reliable source, this 
authoritative and compassionate voice, the WORD made flesh, demonstrates the power 
to cast out confusion. To bring clarity, harmony, and peace. He is more than a prophet. 

 

You can rely on the voice of Jesus. Talk to Him. And listen to Him.  

Sign Up for Sunday Services Directly on the 
Website: Signing up for Sunday services just 
got a little bit easier with the ability to do so 
directly on the St. Paul’s Website. Simply go to 
www.stpaulschurchmobile.com , select 
“Worship,” and select “Sunday Service Sign-
Ups.” Enter your information, and you will 
receive a confirmation email. Thank you for 
continuing to assist us in keeping our services 
safe! You can also use this direct link to find 
the page: https://stpaulschurchmobile.com/worship/sunday-service-sign-ups  

Parish Life 

Sunday 
January 31 

 

8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

 

                 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Monday 
February 1 

 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Vestry Meeting - Church 

Tuesday 
February 2 

 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Boy Scouts - Zoom meeting 

Wednesday 
February 3 

7:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m.  

Holy Eucharist, Rite I  - Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I - Church 

Holy Eucharist Rite II -  Church 

Handbell Choir rehearsal - Choir Room 

 

Sunday 
February 7 

 

8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

 

                 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church 

Women’s Book Club 

We have been reading Redeeming Love by Francene Rivers.  We have two groups that will meet to 
discuss the book in the Parlor, one on Tuesday, January 26 at 7:00 p.m. and the other on Wednes-
day, January 27 at 9:30 a.m.  If you have read the book and would like to join us, we would love 
it!  If we have a larger group, we will move the meeting to the Parish Hall so that we can sit com-
fortably.  Please remember to wear your mask. 

Women’s Bible Study 

We will begin a new Bible Study the week of February 22.  If you are interested in joining the 
study, we have two different times from which to choose: Tuesdays from 7:00-9:00 p.m. or 
Wednesdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  We will let you know more details in the next few weeks.  Call 
the church office at 342-8521 if you want to participate. 

http://www.stpaulschurchmobile.com
https://stpaulschurchmobile.com/worship/sunday-service-sign-ups


Sunday Music Series 
 
 

Lenten Spirituals and Song, February 21, 2021 
Joyce Sylvester, vocalist; Enen Yu, violinist; Peggy Lyden, pianist 

 

Eastertide Concert, April 18, 2021 
Danielle Portis, vocalist; Tim Mahn, vocalist;  

Rebecca Mindock, oboist; Peggy Lyden, pianist  

Parish Life 

DONATIONS FOR HOME OF GRACE SHELTER FOR WOMEN 

Kacy Nelson, a member of our parish, is a participant in the Youth Leadership 
Mobile Class of 2021.  Youth Leadership Mobile is a program that selects Mobile Coun-
ty high school students who have the potential and who have expressed an interest in be-
coming involved in their community.   The nine-month program teaches the participants 
to expand their leadership skills, introduces them to issues and opportunities in the com-
munity and encourages them to understand how their leadership abilities can address 
those needs through community involvement.   

For her final project, Kacy is collecting toiletries and other personal care items to 
help women in need at the Home of Grace.  The Home of Grace is a Spiritual based resi-
dential drug and alcohol recovery program for females ages 18 and older.  The program 
combines the principles of AA and the teachings of Jesus Christ.  

Kacy will be collecting items through the end of February for distribution to the 
Home of Grace. If you are interested in donating to this cause, there are boxes labeled 
HOME OF GRACE in the narthex of the church and in the Parish Hall. Thank you!   

Needed items at the shelter include the following:  Q- tips, deodorant, combs, tampons, 
panty liners, socks, shower caps, lip balm, hand lotion, disposable razors, facial cleansing 
wipes, manicure items,  toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss.  

It is requested that the following items be travel sized: 

Soap, bath wash, face wash, hand/body/face lotion, skincare items, shampoo, con-
ditioner, deodorant 
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Happy Birthday to St. Paulians - February 1 through February 7, 2021 

John Arendall 
Casey Bowman 
Charles Brinson 
Elizabeth Campbell 
Mary Lillian Chandler 
Drew Citrin 
Bradford Clark 
Steve Crawford 
Susan Curtis 
Laura Curtis 
Teddy Dale 
Winston Davis 
Mae Dennis 

Michael Dickerson 
Wade Faulkner 
Judd Freeman 
Owen Frost 
Turner Frost 
Harriot Hall 
Jack Horner 
Alice Huber 
Christopher Huffman 
Adrienne Hunter 
Brenden Ingraham 
Bill Johnson 
Nancy Konrad 

Louise Ladd 
Marshall Ladd 
Charmane May 
Cindy McCrory 
Sydney Milling 
Greer Myers 
Winnie Nichols 
Lacy Radcliff 
Anna Regan 
Rhodes Routson 
Verne Royster 
Charles Schell 
April Smith 

Bayley St. Clair 
Bill Urquhart 
Charlotte Wenzel 
Casey Whiting 
Lee Williams 
Gail Wilson 
Ryan Wood 

Pledges for a New Year 

We have received a number of pledges for the new year and we are always grateful. We did soft-pedal our stew-
ardship correspondence during October and November simply because we wanted to be in tune with the greater 
urgency of pastoral voice in the height of pandemic. Things appear to be starting to turn a corner, though much 
work still lay ahead. So, God willing, the church plans to be here in 2021!!!  And the reality of being the church 
in the real world returns. Shortly, a second wave of pledge cards will go out. If you’ve made a pledge, thank you. 
If not, please consider helping the church, of which you are an essential part, continue the good work of sharing 
God’s love. And may you be blessed, always blessed, in every kind of giving you do.  

Thank you for your gifts! 
 
Due to the overwhelming generosity of our parish, 
we were able to help a number of families with 
Christmas gifts this past Christmas season. And as 
Jesus and the disciples had an abundance following 
the feeding of the multitude, we had a number of 
gifts remaining, as well! 
 
Last week, Miss Miranda took these remaining gifts 
to our local Ronald McDonald House location for the 
patients and families who are in residence there from 
time to time. 
 
We give thanks again for your generosity and Miss 
Miranda and Miss Katherine who helped to coordi-
nate and distribute these gifts during the Christmas 
season. 



Parish Life 

Church Flowers 
The flowers on the Altar of the Church and the Little Church for  

January 31, 2021, 
are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory  

of  
                                            Cheryl Baranano. 

 

We welcome the newly baptized, sealed by the Holy Spirit,  
    in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever. 

 

William Ellis Newman, Jr., infant son of  
Mr. and Mrs. William Newman, 

was baptized in the Little Church on January 24, 2021.   

We welcome the newly baptized, sealed by the Holy Spirit,  
    in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever. 

 

Charles Allen Webster, infant son of  
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Webster, (grandson of Julie Taylor Hartley) 

was baptized in the Little Church on January 24, 2021.   

Carol Hunter Named One of Alabama’s “2020 Women Who Shape the State.” 
 
Carol Hunter, a member of our parish and the Communications Director for the Down-
town Mobile Alliance, has recently been named to the 2020 class of “Women Who 
Shape the State.” One of twenty-five women from a broad spectrum of fields, this is a 
wonderful recognition of Carol’s tireless work in our community and a celebration of 
the spirit with which she does this work. 
 

Around St. Paul’s, Carol has helped with Confirmation clas-
ses; serves as a lay reader; completed EfM and the Way of 
Love curriculum; has served on the vestry with terms as both 
Junior and Senior Warden; and currently serves as Chair of 
the St. Francis Fund. 
 
We give thanks for her work at our church, in our town, and 
for our community. If you see her around, be sure to congrat-
ulate her and share your thanks! 
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Prayer for Christian Unity 
 
Last week marked the outward observation of the “Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. The theme for this year is “Abide 
in my love; you shall bear much fruit.” 
 
Fr. John mentioned to us on Sunday about his meeting with 
other denominational leaders in the community this past week 
around this subject and hope for Christian unity. We know 
from Scripture and our own experience that unity does not 
mean uniformity; instead, it means coming together with our 
various hopes and gifts and offerings as we seek a similar objective. 
 
As we endeavor toward this hope of unity, “to be perfect (whole) as our Heavenly Father is 
perfect,” one simple act we can take is making time each day to pray for the unity and renew-
al of the Church. The assembled group last week agreed that each day at noon, we can take a 

moment to pray for the church where we worship; the churches in our 
neighborhood and community; and the Church throughout the world. Con-
cluding with the Lord’s Prayer (a prayer shared by all Christian denomina-
tions), we lift up these prayers together as we remember that we are all 
called to abide in the love of Christ. 
 
To make this easier to remember, try setting a calendar event or an alarm for 
everyday around 12:00 PM and know that you are joining with others in our 
community as we pray for the unity and continued renewal of the Church! 

Epiphany Artwork in the Church Parlor 
 
Once again, Pam Koch has turned our Church Parlor into an art gallery featur-
ing images of Christ at His baptism and at the Transfiguration as depicted by 
artists throughout the centuries. 
 
Much like her offering during Advent and Christmas, this is a self-guided medi-
ation opportunity with a handout marking the artist and dates for each piece as 
well as artistic techniques to look for in each piece. 
 
If you’d like to come and walk through, stop by and take your time, and our 
thanks to Pam Koch for setting this up for us once again! 


