The First Sunday after the Epiphany
January 10, 2021
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Jesus’ Baptism Opens Heaven Anew
Sunday brings the baptism of Jesus in one of the grand epiphanies of the
Bible. Epiphany means to reveal. God reveals Himself to you, to me, and at
Jesus’ baptism, to many gathered along the banks of the Jordan. The season
of Epiphany invites us to think about how God has and is revealing Himself
to us and the world.
But why baptism? Why should the Holy One, Jesus Son of God, be
baptized?
A new revelation of God is taking place in Jesus. John the Baptist baptizes
with water for the repentance of sins. But John says of Jesus, One is coming
who will baptize with fire and the Holy Spirit. The thongs of His sandals I
am unworthy to untie. God breaks open the heavens. A voice of Love is
given. That Love spells new hope for humanity. Remember the dove?
In this baptism, for all who believe, God in Jesus reveals a Love that takes
away old sins. John’s baptism for forgiveness presumably does that. When
the heavens are opened, and the dove descends, it is a sign, a sign that there
is now a pathway, a Way, between heaven and our hearts. What’s that
mean? A lot. A great deal. It’s got something to do with God in Jesus laying
the ax to the root of the tree! But we’ll talk more about that Sunday! And
please, be assured, it’s very, very Good News!
May you see God abundantly this week!
Sign Up for Sunday Services Directly on the
Website: Signing up for Sunday services just
got a little bit easier with the ability to do so
directly on the St. Paul’s Website. Simply go to
www.stpaulschurchmobile.com , select
“Worship,” and select “Sunday Service SignUps.” Enter your information, and you will
receive a confirmation email. Thank you for
continuing to assist us in keeping our services
safe! You can also use this direct link to find
the page: https://stpaulschurchmobile.com/worship/sunday-service-sign-ups

Sunday
January 10

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church
Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church

Tuesday
January 12

7:00 p.m.

Boy Scouts - Zoom meeting

7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite I - Church
Holy Eucharist, Rite I - Church
Holy Eucharist Rite II - Church
Handbell Choir rehearsal - Choir Room

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church
Holy Eucharist, Rite II - Church

Wednesday
January 13

Sunday
January 17

2021 Offering Envelopes are ready!
Offering Envelopes are now available for you to
pick up in the Parish Hall.
With other giving options available to us now, we
realize we do not need as many sets of envelopes
as we have in years past. To be good stewards of
our resources, we have reduced the number of
envelope boxes we order from 300 to 100. If your
envelope number is over 100 and you have not
already requested envelopes, please contact
Brenda Ferguson or Pam Bixler in the church
office and we will assign a new number for you to
use going forward. Thank you for your understanding and help with this effort.
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Stewardship 2021

Mobile Bay “40 Under 40”
Each year Mobile Bay Magazine’s “40 Under 40” recognizes individuals from
around the Mobile Bay area, “who demonstrate leadership, professional excellence, and a commitment to the Bay area community.” We want to extend our
warmest congratulations to the following honorees, who are members of our parish and EEC community: Dr. Quin Bixler, Dr. Ankit Gulati, Mrs. Louise
McCown, Dr. Patrick Murphy, Jr., Mr. Garrett Powe, Mr. Robert Shreve, and
Mrs. Hayley Trovinger. We send our prayers of thanksgiving for your many contributions to our city and blessings for the road ahead!

Well, it’s a new year and we have to get back on our stewardship horse again!
September and October were such challenging months, we didn’t want to push
budget matters then. But the generosity has been incredible. Pledged giving was
up 14% to $1.53m. Thank you so much. That 14% increase in pledged giving
sustained us through a 46% decrease in open plate and other offerings - offerings that are generated through attendance at worship. So again, thank you. It
does look like we will have socially distanced worship again for several months,
so pledged gifts for 2021 are lifeblood. If you have made a 2021 pledge, we, the
vestry and I, are so grateful. If you haven’t made a pledge, please prayerfully
consider doing so. During this pandemic, it is this support that enabled us do to
so many things to try to keep the church vital from streaming services to sending Advent pillow cases to our children. God’s love
to you and Happy New Year!

John

Happy Birthday to St. Paulians - January 11 through January 17, 2021

Sunday Music Series
Lenten Spirituals and Song, February 21, 2021
Joyce Sylvester, vocalist; Enen Yu, violinist; Peggy Lyden, pianist
Eastertide Concert, April 18, 2021
Danielle Portis, vocalist; Tim Mahn, vocalist;
Rebecca Mindock, oboist; Peggy Lyden, pianist

Brett Anderson
John Andrews
Bowman Archer
Bill Bittner
Hunter Collier
Robert Cook
Jimmy Duffy
Valerie Fraser
Margie Friedman
Anthony Gard
Libbie Graham
Charlie Gray
Paul Gullatte

Laurie Hannon
John Hendren
Amy Kennemer
John McCall
Julia McMahon
Charles Muncaster
Ralph Neal
Jane Newby
Deborah Parsons
Jeanne Pitts
Benton Polasky
Emma Rahm
Jeri Riis

Katie Ritchie
Valli Rodning
Brannan Rogers
Porter Russell
Amy Sanderson
Kelly Sheppard
Haden Sirmon
Claiborne Stokes
Jamie Sullivan
Mat Sumlin
Will Talbott
Cameron Traylor
Dade Webster

Kathleen White
Jerry Zulli
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Church Flowers

The flowers on the Altar of the Church for January 10, 2021,
are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory
of
Howard & Dot Ann Rayford and Rhodes Rayford..

We welcome the newly baptized, sealed by the Holy Spirit,
in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever.

Parker Wyatt Collins-Dean
Infant son of Mr. and Mrs. William Collins-Dean was baptized in
St. Paul’s Little Church on December 27, 2020.

Easiest Way to Access Sunday (and other) Services
The easiest way to access an online Sunday service is to go to our website, stpaulschurchmobile.com, and click on “Click to view livestream” listed beside the Sunday 10 am service. This
will take you directly to the livestream. The simplest routes to the Wednesday morning and evening
prayer services are: Wednesday Mornings: YouTube.com/c/StPaulsEpiscopalChurchMobileAL
(Minute Morning Prayer - Rite I at 7:30 AM); and Wednesday Evenings: Instagram.com/
st.pauls_episcopal/ (Evening Prayer - Rite II at 6:30 PM from the Little Church). There is also an
access point for previously recorded services under “Worship,” then “Recordings Archive.”

Women’s Book Club
We have been reading Redeeming Love by Francene Rivers. We have two groups that will meet to
discuss the book in the Parlor, one on Tuesday, January 26 at 7:00 p.m. and the other on Wednesday, January 27 at 9:30 a.m. If you have read the book and would like to join us, we would love
it! If we have a larger group, we will move the meeting to the Parish Hall so that we can sit comfortably. Please remember to wear your mask.
Women’s Bible Study
We will begin a new Bible Study the week of February 22. If you are interested in joining the
study, we have two different times from which to choose: Tuesdays from 7:00-9:00 p.m. or
Wednesdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m. We will let you know more details in the next few weeks. Call
the church office at 342-8521 if you want to participate.

Forward Movement, along with partners from across the Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Church of Canada, invites followers of Jesus to participate in the Good Book Club, a churchwide Bible reading initiative.
What is the Good Book Club?
The Good Book Club is an invitation to all Episcopalians to join in reading the Gospel of Mark
during Epiphany 2021. Episcopalians will read a section every day through the Epiphany season.
In surveys taken before and after the first
Good Book Club project in 2018 (reading the
Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts), participants reported growth in their understanding of scripture and a deepening of their
prayer life. Perhaps most significantly, the
percentage of people who reported reading
the Bible on a daily basis increased to 73 percent at the end of the first Good Book Club
reading, from 45 percent when it began. Already, individuals, congregations, and organizations have committed to being a part of
the Good Book Club, and we hope you’ll
join the journey too!
If you want to participate in the Good Book
Club email Pam Bixler at
pamb@stpmobile.com. You can also call the
church office at 342-8521 to be added to the
email list. These weekly emails will include
a video, reflections, and resources to enhance
your reading of the Gospel of Mark.

