


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

 

 Imagine with me… 

It is the judgment day where all will stand before the just Judge, Jesus [John 
5:22,27].  For those who decided to follow Jesus in this life, this will not be a 
judgment for salvation [Revelation 20:11-15] but of our works as Jesus  
followers [I Corinthians 3:10-23 & II Corinthians 5:10-11].  Many have stood 
before Jesus and their works called out and affirmed.  Suddenly, an angelic 
host appears with trumpets blaring, Amazing Grace.  Then Jesus declares, 
“The man formerly known as Saul changed to Paul come forward.”  Before 
you know it, you hear a heavenly forklift zooming in with a load of tab-
lets.  Jesus picks one up and then another and another as His voice booms 
out before Paul and everyone in heavens ballroom.  Talk about an awards 
ceremony… 

 Born on earth, lived as a citizen of heaven, Philippians 3:20 

 Pharisee of Pharisees, distinguished pedigree B.C., Philippians 3:4-6 

 Light from heaven, knocked down and saved on Damascus road, Acts 9 

 Chosen instrument to carry my Name to the Gentiles, Acts 9:15 

 Missionary to Asia & Europe, Book of Acts 16-28 

 Apostle to and Starter of Churches, 1 Corinthians 9:1 

 Apologist for and Preacher of the gospel, 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

 Imprisoned for the gospel on My behalf 

 Stoned and left for dead at Lystra, Acts 14:19 

 A mentor of men, [Timothy, Epaphroditus, Philemon, numerous others] 

 Worked with and honored women in ministry, [Lydia, Mary, Tabitha 
and others] 

 New Testament author of 13 books or almost half of it 

 Apex 1st Century Leader 

 Consummate pursuer of Me and My life, Philippians 3:7-14 

 Preacher of Grace, Ephesians 3:8, Galatians 
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 Pleaser of God - not man, Galatians 1:10 

 Depth of humility and understanding of who He was before God and 
man 

 56 A.D., 1 Corinthians 15:19, “I am the least of the Apostles…” 

 61 A.D., Ephesians 3:8, “The least of all the saints…” 

 64 A.D., 1 Timothy 1:15, “Jesus came to save sinners and I am the worst 
of them…” 

 Esteemed Athlete for Christ, boxer & marathoner, 1 Cor. 9:24-27; 
sprinter, Philippians 3:12-14 

 Gave up all to gain the most important, Philippians 3:7-11 

 Loved by the church, Acts 20:36-38 

 Kept the faith and Finished his race well, 2 Timothy 4:7 

 He loved and looked forward to My appearing, 2 Timothy 4:8b 

This continues for who knows how long before Jesus places upon him the 
crown of righteousness [2 Timothy 4:8] and declares the most affirming and 
anticipated words for a Christ-follower: “Paul, well done My good and  
faithful servant, because you have been faithful….share in Your Master’s 
joy!”  [Matthew 25:23 & Luke 19:17] Heaven celebrates as applause thunder 
forth!  

I imagine I’m next.  Jesus says, “Is Terry here?”  He reaches into his robe 
pocket and pulls out a crumpled little post-it note… I’ve thought of this 
scene a few times and it makes me chuckle…a little.  Paul’s life story was 
huge and hallowed.  He was a giant in God’s Kingdom.  But, as you read his 
great writings and study his life, the ONE thing that stands out can best be 
summed up in the following story…. 

A wealthy merchant traveling through the Mediterranean world was looking 
for the distinguished Apostle, Paul.  The man encountered his son in the 
faith, Timothy, who arranged a visit.  Paul, at the time, was a prisoner in 
Rome.  Stepping inside the cell, the merchant was surprised to find a rather 
old man, physically frail, but whose serenity and magnetism challenged the 
visitor.  They talked for hours.  
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 Finally, the merchant left with Paul’s blessing.  Outside the prison, the  
concerned man inquired, “What is the secret of this man’s power?  I have 
never seen anything like it before.”  Timothy responded, “you didn’t guess 
it?  Paul’s in love.”  The merchant responded somewhat bewildered, “In 
love?”  “Yes, Timothy said, “Paul is in love with Jesus Christ.” The merchant 
looked even more bewildered, “Is that all?” Smiling, Timothy replied, “Sir, 
that is everything.” 

For Paul, it was all about Jesus.  




