


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

 

 Can you identify what the following is? 
  
Nostradamus, “Tomorrow, at sunrise, I shall no longer be here.”  
He was right. 
Frank Sinatra, “I’m losing it.”   
Harriet Tubman, “Swing low, sweet chariot.” 
Groucho Marx, “This is no way to live!” 
Jesus, “It is finished.”  
  
The above are the last words of the person noted before they died.  Last 
words are interesting.  In many cases they give insight into the person and 
their life, what mattered to them or what they were about.  Paul begins 
Philippians with a declaration of Christ’s grace and concludes the letter 
with a blessing of Jesus’ grace.  
  
  
Grace = God’s unmerited favor that we don’t deserve nor could we ever 
earn. Jesus loves you more and has done more for you than you could 
ever deserve or understand. Many live with the idea that we can improve 
our position before God, so we work to prove ourselves instead of living 
to please Jesus.  Big difference.  One leads one to live on a treadmill  
existence while the other will lead to freedom and joy because it is done 
out of grace and relationship not obligation and religion. 
  
Grace for salvation and to overcome: “For the grace of God has appeared 
with salvation for all people, instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly 
lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present age…” 
Titus 2:11-12 [HCSB] 
  
Grace on what Jesus has done, not our works: “But if it is by grace, it is no 
longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.” 
Romans 11:6 [ESV] 
  
Grace and power as we pray for our needs: “Let us then with  
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  Hebrews 4:16 ESV 
  
God is not stingy with grace: “And from his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. John 1:16 ESV 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+11%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A16&version=ESV
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Grace helps my weakness: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.”  
2 Corinthians 12:9 ESV 
  
This is just a smattering of scriptures on the blessings and benefits of grace 
for our lives!  
  
PEACE = A supreme word for Jews.  “Shalom” conveys living in joy, peace 
and contentment with your whole world – community, neighborhood, job 
family and with yourself. It is an inside job connected to grace…receive 
grace from above with Jesus, gain peace from within down here. Paul  
usually bookends grace and peace together. Romans 5:1 talks about 
peace with God and in Philippians 4 Paul talks about peace of God – 
why?  Because you experience His grace and peace through peace with 
Him. 
  
Do you remember being bowled over by God’s amazing grace?  It is 
something we never want to forget or take for granted.  It happened in a 
moment but has ongoing blessings for your life. I love this old song that 
speaks of the greatest work of God’s grace in our lives.         
  
Grace, grace, God’s grace, Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
Grace, grace, God’s grace, Grace that is greater than all our sin! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12%3A9&version=ESV



