


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

 

 Why did Jesus come to the earth?   To save PEOPLE from their sins 
[Matthew 1:21-23].   
 
What does the Apostle Paul shout out to at the end of each of his 
church letters? PEOPLE. 
 
Who did Jesus come to serve?   PEOPLE [Mark 10:45].  
  
I was sitting at a restaurant with my in-laws and Trina.  It was a 
warm, beautiful July day with gentle sea breezes blowing in off the 
water.  The dinner and evening were sublime. Sitting there, I 
thought to myself, life is happening all around me.   But no one 
knows my father-in-law will soon exit this world and be with Jesus 
unless he is healed.  He looks normal, older but not sickly.   I didn’t 
expect anyone to know. I did think, would anyone have acted or 
responded differently if they knew?  
  
Not to be macabre but the truth is, everyone is dying all around us. 
We are busy.  We don’t notice. It is so easy to keep those thoughts 
on the bottom shelf of life.   I am more aware of the truth that  
everyone has a shelf life and expiration date. Everyone is  
terminal.  This reality ups the ante in how I’m seeing people. Rev. 
Jerry Cook says we can see people in different ways:  
  
We can see them in their function: What they do. When we see 
them primarily in their function, the focus is how they  
perform.  When we see them as people, we become sensitive to 
their needs, pain and feelings. It is important to see someone  
beyond what they do.  
  
We see them as a label: When we label people as a liberal/
conservative, C-19 is a sincere health issue/C-19 is a serious sham, 
hypocrite/integrous, a Raider fan/a 49er fan, there is built in bias. 
How we label a person will affect how we relate to and treat them. 
Us vs. them, agreeable or disagreeable.   You see where this can go.   
  
See them as an interruption: People interrupt us from our  
doing.  We don’t have time to listen and look them in the eye.   We 
are too busy to express value or make a deposit of significance in 
their life.  Everyone is a person created in the image of God 
[Genesis 1:26-28].   
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This Friday, I’ll finish a study on Paul’s life with some significant 
friends.  One of the key take-aways for me from Paul’s life is how 
he seemed to mellow in his latter years. The mission of reaching 
people for Christ never waned but the ministry and love of people 
around him seemed to grow. In older age, he called for friends, 
blessing them and churches.  He forgave past failures of friends 
and called them to himself. Like a fine wine, Paul aged smoothly as 
he cared deeply for others.  He didn’t see people for what they did 
but who they were in Jesus [2 Corinthians 5:16]. At the end of  
Philippians, he calls them all “saints.”   A gracious, building,  
affirming word to those he loved.  How is your vision for people  
these days? 
  
Jesus, may I/we learn and grow to see people as You see them.   You 
never depersonalized people but came personally to touch them with 
Your life and love.  You ministered to people in the midst of  
interruptions and tiredness. You saw people beyond where they were 
to where they could go; from who they were to who they could 
be.  Thank you for the example of Paul and how we can 
change.  Thank you for seeing me and my life. Help me to see others 
through the lens of Your love and Your grace.   Amen. 


