


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

 

 
“And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in  
glory in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19 
 
This verse is a gracious, powerful promise of God’s goodness and  
provision.  But it is important to keep it placed at the core of its context 
and not simply slapped on a coffee cup, tee shirt or refrigerator  
magnet.  Paul is writing to those who were faithful in assisting him  
financially, resourcing him and his ministry personally for Christ’s glory. 
  
Paul is saying, you can be assured, you can know this that you who are 
faithful in giving, God WILL SUPPLY all your needs.  This isn’t a get rich 
quick scheme or fast track to prosperity theology.  It is a truth that God is a 
provider and we cannot out give Him.  Remember in Luke 5:3-6, Jesus 
borrows a boat from Peter to push out from shore to be able to speak to 
people. After finishing, Jesus returns the boat and says, take it back out for 
a quick fish.  Earlier, they had been out all night and caught nothing.  Now, 
at Jesus’ word, they go out and have such a catch their nets begin to bust 
as their boat almost sinks! Only God!     
  
I can attest to what the Psalmist wrote in Psalm 37:25, “I have been young 
and now I am old, yet I have not seen the righteous abandoned or his  
children begging for bread.”  Experience has taught me that God is a  
provider. While I’m not rich by Americano standards, I’ve been covered 
and our church has been covered in some pretty miraculous 
ways.  Remember, I am the guy who at eighteen years of age had his first 
giving [tithe] check bounce from Oregon City, OR to Kingdom come!  Yet 
God covered me then and has covered me since.    
  
I am never surprised by those who find giving/generosity to God’s work 
and kingdom a difficult path to begin travelling.  I am often shocked 
when I find out who those who seldom or never travel the generosity 
path.  It never made sense that people [all of us] who have been blood 
bought, brought out of all kinds of life chaos, financial struggles,  
redeemed from our self-orchestrated messes and delivered from darkness 
into His glorious light wouldn’t give financial gifts to the greatest gift giver 
of all, Jesus [2 Corinthians 9:15, Romans 6:23].  Wise people bring gifts to 
Jesus [Matthew 2:11].  
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Most people say, “When I feel good, I’ll do it…when I have more, I’ll give 
it.”  Successful people say, “I’ll do it then I’ll feel good…I’ll give, then I’ll 
have more.”  
  
Best illustration I heard that helped me get overt the fear of giving was 
about a little family lost in the hot desert and out of water.  They came 
upon a pump and on top of the pump was a large cup of water with a sign 
that said, “If you will pour this water into the pump, it will prime it and 
you’ll get a flow of water.”  The dad had to think, make a decision for his 
family and trust the words:  “What if it doesn’t work, what if I pour this  
precious water into the pump and it doesn’t prime the pump because it 
takes a bucket to prime it…what then?”  People ask me, what if it doesn’t 
work?  I say, it will work.  It has worked for me, for my friends, for 
Creeksiders I know over the years.  This is the only area God says TEST ME 
[Malachi 3:8-11].   Love leads one to do it.  How about you?    




