


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

 

 
Remember this: the person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

the person who sows generously will also reap generously.  Each person 

should do as he has decided in his heart – not out of regret or out of  

necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make every 

grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always having everything you 

need you may excel in every good work.”   2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

  

Paul concludes his letter to the Philippian Church by expressing heartfelt 

gratitude for their support.  Paul was an itinerant missionary and church 

planter who was financially supported by other churches. As time went on 

and finances may have become tight, they tended to forget about 

him.  Not so with the Philippian church.  Paul said, “You remembered 

me.  You communicated with me.  You stood by me in the ministry.  When I 

was in Thessalonica, you were the ones who came through for me.”  Paul 

says, “Philippi, generous giving looks good on you!”  

  

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we 

give.” – Winston Churchill  

  

Being a giver is incredibly fulfilling.  I love Girl Scout cookies and love to 

surprise them and buy out their BOXES of cookies [Samoas and lemon are 

the best!]. A study from the University of Chicago and Northwestern  

University found that giving, rather than receiving can affect long-term 

happiness.  In one experiment, 96 participants were given $5 a day for five 

days – with the option to either spend on themselves or others. “Everyone 

started off with the similar levels of self-reported happiness,” the  

researchers reported.  “Those who spent money on themselves reported a 

gradual decline in happiness over the five-day period.  But happiness didn’t 

seem to fade for those who gave their money to someone else.”    Generosity 

looks good and feels good!  I wonder if that is why Jesus, said, “It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.”  Acts 20:35   

  

Note Paul’s words to the church in, 4:17, “Not that I seek the gift, but I seek 

the fruit that is increasing in your account.”  
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He says this is helping me, but it is also producing fruit in your life and 

building your spiritual  

account.  Their investment in Paul and God’s Kingdom was producing a 

return for them.  I love that!  As they blessed, they were being 

blessed.  Have you found that true in your life?  

  

I know and have known a number of generous people in my life. The most 

generous of course is Jesus.  The wages we brought to the table was sin 

leading to death.  Jesus pays our wages with His incredible gift of eternal 

life through the cross [Romans 6:23].  I’ll take that financial exchange any 

day!  An old song put it another way: 

 

He paid the debt He did not owe 

I owe the debt I could not pay 

I needed someone to wash my sins away 

And now I sing a brand new song 

Amazing Grace All day long 

  

When I consider Christ’s generosity toward me, how can I not be generous 

toward Him, His Kingdom and others?  Friends, this is an investment and 

gift that is so great as it keeps on giving!   

   




