


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

 

 
Her name was Marge Schott.  She was the flamboyant owner of the  

Cincinnati Reds major league baseball team in the 1980’s and 90’s. While 

she had moments of generosity, she is best known for her notorious 

cheapness as a boss.  Seen as a relentless penny pincher, Schott stopped 

having the office bathrooms professionally cleaned during the 1994-95 

baseball strike; her disgusted employees stepped in to do the job. Instead 

of holiday bonuses one year, she passed out candy that had been given 

out for a ballpark promotion…four years earlier.  Renowned major league 

umpire, John McSherry died on the field on opening day in 1996.  Schott 

objected to the cancellation of the game, saying, “Snow this morning and 

now this!”  She did send flowers and a sympathy note to the funeral 

home.  The flowers had been given to her the day before by a local TV 

station.  Amazing!  Stinginess, cheapness, never looks good on anyone or 

benefits others. 

  

Did you catch the front page story in the Sunday EAST BAY TIMES  

yesterday?  Their names are Ken and Vickie Monize.  They are the  

second-generation owners of Ole’s Waffle Shop diner in Alameda that 

predates the Great Depression.  They have lines out the door for their  

pecan waffles and fresh-squeezed orange juice. Like so many, they have 

now been squeezed financially by the restrictions that come with the  

present pandemic. In the midst of all the financial liabilities they face, they 

made a truly staggering and generous decision.  With forty-one  

employees, Ken said, “Our staff is more important than a retirement 

home…their families depend on us, and I take that very seriously.  I’m not 

going to let them down.  I refuse to do it.”  Their refusal was seen in their 

action to sell a lot they own in Santa Rosa. That lot was to be the place for 

their dream retirement home.  Where they could learn to relax.  Kick back, 

enjoy their later years.  Amazing! Generosity, liberality of heart always 

looks good on anyone and blesses others!    

  
 “Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles.  Moreover, as you  

Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel,   
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when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the  

matter of giving and receiving, except you only;  for when I was in  

Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need.”  

 

Paul is concluding his letter to the Philippians and giving thanks for their 

generosity and support of his life and ministry as a missionary. Even when 

no one else was giving to his ministry, this church was faithful. While it was 

“the church,” the church is always people, individuals who give.  People 

often say, “I’ll give when I have more or enough…”  That time seldom 

comes or giving mentality seldom happens.  Paul commends them for 

giving out of their poverty, not their abundance.  Generous people learn 

to simply give.   




