


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

 

 Continued from yesterday…. C.S. Lewis, “Joy is the serious business of 
heaven.” Notice what Jesus says brings celebration and great joy  
throughout heaven in Luke15:7,9,10,24,32, ”Come and celebrate with me’, 
she says, ‘for I have found that coin I lost.’ I tell you, it is the same in 
Heaven—there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one sinner 
whose heart is changed.” 
  
My golf hole-in-one was about as anticlimactic as it could’ve been.  Harold 
and I are friends to this day and we still support Bay Area Chaplains, a 
wonderful ministry in our Bay area.  
  
Since being online during C-19, we have had the joy of seeing people 
coming to Jesus.  This past Sunday, we had five people come to  
Jesus.  There are many people who are part of our team who bring the 
GOSPEL = Good News of Jesus to many online each week.  

 Our wonderful worship team 

 Our on point back wall team 

 Our gracious and welcoming online hosting and moments teams 

 Our stage and online set up teams 

 Our children’s ministry for kids 
 
Those of you who invite people to Creekside online 
Many may not even know what happened, or understand the power of 
what took place in a few short moments of time on Sunday. The temporal 
was eclipsed by the eternal as, 

 Five people’s eternal zip code changed from hell to heaven. 

 Five people stepped into a relationship with the Creator, the King, 
the Savior of humanity, the Sovereign Lord of the Universe. 

 Five people were adopted into a new family. 

 Five people know the joy of sins forgiven, freedom from guilt,  
released from bondage. 

 Five people moved from darkness to light. 
 
As I noted about my big golf day back in May of 2006, there was little 

excitement, negligible celebration, barely an acknowledgment of what 

took place.  No, I’m not trying to compare a hole-in-one with someone 

coming to Jesus.   
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I am noting the lack of celebration when people don’t know or, maybe do 

know.  It seems one can lose the sense of eternity, place of celebration for 

what heaven celebrates and rejoices over.  You know, it can be, ho hum.  It 

can be lost in the shuffle of life, the busyness of business. Yet, THAT IS 

WHY WE DO CHURCH. 

  

Here’s my point.  I don’t want to miss these moments, take them for 

granted, forget they are special and need to be celebrated. I don’t want to 

forget it involved five people, or if it was one person.  I want to remember 

that “People who are stories not statistics.” Friends, these past few weeks 

have reminded again of what quickens my pulse, gets my heart beating. It’s 

not found in a great event, a good worship time, decent sermon, or a hole

-in-one.  It is found in people coming to Jesus!  That moves heaven, 

moves the Godhead and prayerfully will move us in the season ahead. 

  

Music usually speaks to my mind, touches my soul and reinforces what 

God is speaking to me.  In reflecting these past couple days, I was  

reminded of a powerful song called Mercy, by Matt Redmond.  

  

I will kneel in the dust, at the foot of the cross, where mercy paid for me. 

Where the wrath I deserve, It is gone, it has passed. 

Your blood has hidden me. May I never lose the wonder, 

Oh, the wonder of Your mercy.  May I sing Your hallelujah. Hallelujah, 

Amen. 

  

Dear friends, may we never lose our wonder of Jesus’ mercy toward 

all.  May we never lose our wonder, may it never become so common 

place or we get too busy to take time to celebrate those who set off  

fireworks in heaven.   




